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HE fables of Eſop have always been eflcem- 
ed the beſt leſſons. for youth, as beſl adapted 
to convey the moſt uſeful maxims, in the moſt agree- 
able manner. Accordingly, many writers, both in 
verſe and proſe, have endeauoured to cloath them 
in an Engliſh dreſs. It would ill become the 
Author of this work to. animadvert upon their 
labours: but he thinks it may be ſaid with truth, 
and he. hopes alſo with modeſty, that nothing of 
this kind which hag publiſhed m proſe, can 
juſtiy difcourage htm from the preſent undertak- 


ing. 
In forming this collection, he has endeavoured to 
dftinguiſh, by two ſeparate books, the reed 
compofuttons of the earlier and later mythologi/ts; 
and he truſts it will not be found that he has often 
been miſtaken in this regulation, though an error of 
that kind nught perhaps appear of no great im- 
hortance. His principal arm was to feled fuck 
Fables as would make the flrongeft and moſt uſe- 
ful impreſſions on the minds of youth; and then 
to offer them in ſuch unaſſelted language, as might 


4 2 


n „ A & 1. 


have ſome tendency to improve their ſtyle. If m 
this he have at all Jucceeded, the work, it is pre- 
ſum d, will not be unſerviceable to young readers, 


nor wholly unentertamming to perſons A maturer 


Judgment. 

To theſe he has ventured to add + third ol, 
confiſting entirely of original Fables: and he of- 
fers it to the public tuith all the diffidence whick 
ought to accompany every modern production, when 
it appears in conjunction with writings of eftabliſh- 
ed reputatton. Indeed, whatever hopes he has, 
that the preſent work may be favourably receroed, 
ariſe chiefly from the confideration, that he has 

vo fd gr bg the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed. abilities; and that JeFeral, both of the old 
and the new Fables, are not written by himſelf, 
but by authors, with whom it is an honour to be 
connected: and who having condeſcended to favour 
him with their aſſiſlance, have giuen him an op. 


e Oo NON ve own 


Eng ee to tis collection, is 
| taken from Monſ. de Meziriac, a very learned 
and ingenious Frenchman; who: being diſguſted 

with the groſs forgeries of that lying monk Pla- 
1 * N could 
4 collect 
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collect from ancient writers of good authority. 
But this little book, ſoon after became ſo extreamly 
ſcarce, that Monſ. Bayle, in the firſt edition of 
his dictionary, laments he never could get a faght 
of it; Dr Bentley in hzs diſſertation on Elop's 
Fables makes much the ſame complaint; nor does 


it appear that Sir Roger Leſtrange or Dr. Cro- 
xal, ever ſo much as hard of Mezinac's name. 


T he work indeed in the original has continued 
equally ſcarce to this day; but an Engliſh tranſla- 
tion of it falling into the writer's hands, he hath 
endeavoured in ſome meaſure to corred the lan- 
guage; adding notes from ſeveral authors, partt- 
cularly from Boyle's and Bentley's controverſy 
on the ſubjeft; and ig is perſuaded that the judi- 
cious reader will ns condemn him for 
it, inſtead of the fiflitious and abſurd relation of 
Planudes. , 
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LIFE of. ESO 
CHAP. I. 
Of the place of his birth. 


T happened to Homer, the prince of 
Grecian poets, that the place of his 
nativity was never certainly known; 
and it would be as difficult to aſcertain 
the country which gave birth to Eſop, 
ſo much have ancient authors differed 
alſo upon this ſubject. Some have 
thought him a * Lydian born in the 
city of Sardis, the capital of that king- 
dom; others have believed he drew 
his origin from the iſland of 2 Samos; 
Some have maintained that he was a3 
Thracian, of the city of Meſembria: 
but 4 authors are now, for the moſt 
part, agreed,' that he was a native of. 
Phrygia, either of 5 Amorium, or © 
Cotiæum, both towns in the ſame pro- 
Vince. 


l 


3 
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vince. However, as it may be allowa- 
ble to conjecture on a point ſo dubious, 


I imagine they who have thought him 


a Lydian, or a Samian, have grounded 
their opinion on the probability of his 
being born in one of thoſe places where 
he ſpent the greateſt part of his life; 

and 'tis certain that during his ſlavery, | 
his common habitation was in the 
Hand of 7 Samos; and after he was 
made free, he lived almoſt wholly in 


the court of Crœſus king of Lydia, But 
tho this opinion is not totally deſtitute 
of a plauſible appearance, the probabi- 


lity of his being a 8 Phrygian, as it is 


founded on the common conſent of ma- 


ny ancient writers, and fupported by 
the moſt credible authority, is now 


| e received and eſtabliſhed. 


r 
Boks XX. 2 Suidas, 3 
The Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes. Heraclides in Gronau. 
Theſ. Græc. Tom. VI. p. 5827. 4 * 

| ert 


* 
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Diſſert. XXXIII. Lucian's True Hiſtory, Book II. Sto- 
baeus. Suidas. A. Gellius. Phaedrus. 5 Planudes. 
6 Suidas. Fabricius. Jadmon at leaſt, his laſt Maſe 
ter, was of this iſland. Suidas ſays expreſsly, that Xan- 
thus was a Lydian. Fabricius indeed calls him a Sa- 
mian, but quotes no authority for it, nor can I find any, 
8 Phrygia is a province of Afia Minor. 


It may perhaps be acceptable to ſome readers, and 
not improper in this place, to add a paſſage from the 
learned Mr. Sale, in his notes to the Koran, concerning 
the Eaſtern fabuliſt Lokman, who has been imagined 

ſome writers to be the ſame perſon with our Eſop. 
The Arabian writers, ſays he, affurm that Lokman was 
the ſon of Bauvan, who was the ſon or grandſon of a 
fiſter or aunt of Job; and that he lived ſeveral centu- 
ries, even to the time of David, with whom he was con- 
verſant in Paleſtine. According to the deſcription they 
give of his perſon, he muſt have been deformed enough; 
for they ſay he was of a black complexion, (whence ſome 
call him an Ethiopian) with thick lips, and ſplay ſeet: 
but in return, he received from God wiſdom» and elo- 
quence in a great degree; which, ſome pretend, were 
given him in a vifion, on his making choice of wiſdom 
preferable to the gift of prophecy, either of which were 
ed him. The generality of the Mohammedans there- 
e hold him to have been no prophet, but only a wiſe 
man. As to his condition, they ſay he was a ſlave, but 
obtained his liberty on the following occaſion. His maſ- 

ter- 


* 


vi The LIFE of ESOP: 


ter having one day given him a bitter melon to eat, he 
2 hint fuck exact obedience as to eat it all; at which 
is maſter being ſurpriſed, aſked him, How he could 
eat ſo bitter a fruit? To which he replied, It was no 
wonder, that he ſhould for once accept a bitter fruit 
from the ſame hand from which he had received ſo 
many favours. Ihe commentators mention ſeveral quick 
repartees of Lokman, which, together with the circum- 
ſtances abovementioned, agree ſo well with what Maxi- 
mus  Planudes has written, of Eſop, that from thence; 
and from the fables attributed to, Lokman by the Ori- 
entals, the latter has been generally thought to be no 0- 
ther than the Eſop of the Greeks. However that be, (for 
I think the matter will bear a diſpute) I am of opinion 
that Planudes borrowed great part of his life of Eſop 
the traditions he met with in the Eaſt concerning 
Lokman, conduding them, to have been the ſame perſon, 
becauſe they were both ſlaves, and ſuppoſed to be the 
writers of thoſe fables which go under their reſpective 
names, and bear a great reſemblance to one another: 
| for it has long been obſerved by learned men, that the 
greater part of that monk's performance is an abſurd 
romance, and ſupported by no evidence of ancient wris 
ters. * n | , 
ws 92a i Sale's Koran, p. 335. 


Adlon of Lobman's fables may be found in Er. 
penius's Arabic Grammar, between thirty and forty in 
number, printed in Arabic, with a Latin tranſtation. 
1 3 They - 
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e and haue 
moſt of them been inſerted in our collections: particu- 
larly, The ſtag drinking —The old man and death — 
The hare and the tortoiſe —T he ſun and the wind 
with many others all of which are in Erpenius's collection, 
under the name of Lokman. The fables of Pilpay, the. 
other Eaſtern, are of quite a different eaſt; long, tedious, 
7 | mterowoven one with another. I have 
inſerted in this collection, only one fable from Pilpþay, the 
falcon and the hen, in a5 ance 14 * 
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ee eee 


e his perſon, talents, and diſpoſition 
* allowed by all, chat Eſop Was 


a ſlave from his youth, and that 
in this condition he ſerved ſeveral maſ- 
ters: but I am ignorant where Planu- 
des has authority for aſſerting that he 
was the moſt deformed of all men liv- 
ing, exactly reſembling Homer's 'Ther- 
fites; I find no l ancient author who 
thus deſcribes him. What Planudes 
adds, that the word Eſop ſignifies the 
fame with AEthiop, and was given him 


on account of the blackneſs of his vi- 


ſage, may be very juſtly contradicted: 
for though ſome grammarians are of 
opinion, that from the verb atho, which 
ſignfiies to ſcorch, and from the noun 
obs, which ſignifies viſage, the word 
TRY may be formed; yet we learn 
from 


The LIFE of ESOP. viii 


from Euſtathius, that aetho (in the future 
agſo) ſignifies to ſhine, as well as to burn; 
and that ops with an o long ſignifies the 
eye: ſo that the name Eſop ſignifies a 
man with ſparkling eyes. Neither do 
I give credit to the ſame author, when 
he ſays, that Eſop had ſuch an impedi- 
ment in his tongue, that he could ſcarce- 
ly utter articulate ſounds; as he ſeems 
to have attributed this imperfection to 
him, only to have ſome ground for the 
fabulous account which he afterwards 
gives, of Fortune's appearing to him in 
a dream, and beſtowing on him the gift 
of ſpeech. Altogether as void of pro- 
bability is the ſtory which Apollonius 
tells in 2 Philoſtratus; that Mercury, 
having diſtributed to other perſons the 
knowledge of all the ſciences, had no- 
thing left for Eſop but the art of making 
fables, with which be endowed him. 
But a principal reaſon which prevents 


me from aſſenting to what Planudes ad- 
b vances 
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| advances, is, that it cannot be ſup- 
ported by authority from any 3 anci- | 
ent author: on the contrary, tis aſſert- 
ed in a Greek fragment of his life, found 
in the works of Aphthonius, that Eſop 
had an excellent diſpoſition, and uni- 
verſal talents; in particular, a great in- 
clination and aptitude for muſic; which 
is not very conſiſtent with his having 
a bad voice, and being dumb. 


NOTES. 


1 Efop being reproached for having a hard-favoured 
viſage, anſwered; © Regard not my looks, but my mind. 
Stobæus. The age of Stobaeus is uncertain, but he proba- 
bly lived ſome centuries before Planudes. According to Fa- 
bricius, he lived not long after Themiſtius the philoſopher, 
who 1s the lateſt author that he quotes: that is, not long 
after the fourth century. As to Mr. Boyle's argument, 
drawn from the words of Lucian, (ſee the third note 
on this chapter) it is of no force. The ancients in 
general confidered the fables of Eſop as of the comic, 
pleaſant, and laughable kind: the pleaſantries of Eſop; 

ſo (ſays Heſychius) they called his fables. 


A * 


2 Boot 
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2 Bool v. chap. 3. I find the flory in Bayle, as 
follows. Eſop being a ſhepherd, and feeding has flock 
near the temple of Mercury, often begged of that god, 
with ardent vows, the enjoyment of wiſdom. He had 
a great number of competitors, and what was the conſe- 
quence? T hey all went into the temple of Mercury, each 
carrying rich offerings in their hands. Eſop, who was 
poor, was the only one who had nothing valuable to offer. 
He only preſented a little honey and milk, and ſome 
flowers, which were not ſo much as tied together. Mer- 
cury, in the diſtribution of wiſdom, regarding the va- 
lue of the offerings, gave to one philoſophy, to another 
rhetoric; to one aſtronomy, to another poetry; and did 
not remember Eſop till he had finiſhed his diſtribution: 
when, recollecting a fable which the Hours had told him 
in his cradle, he gave Eſop the talent of inventing fables, 
which was the only thing left in the houſe of wiſdom. 

3 Of all the injuries, ſays Dr. Bentley, which Na- 
nudes has done to Eſop, that which can leaſt be forgiven 
him, is, the making ſuch a monſter of him for uglineſs: 
an abuſe that has found credit ſo untverſally, that all the 
modern painters, fince the time of Planudes, have drawn 
him in the worſt ſhapes and features that fancy could' 
invent. But what revelation had this monk about Eſop's 
deformity? For he muſt learn it by dream and viſion, 
and not by ordinary methods of knowledge. He lived 
about two thouſand years after him, and in all that tract 
of time not one fingle author has given the leaſt hint, 
that Eſop was ugly. _ credit then can be given to 

2 


an 
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an ignorant monk, that broaches a new ſtory after ſo 
many ages? In Nutarch's Conuivium our Eſop is one 
of the, gueſts, with Solon and the other ſages of Greece: 
there is 8 of jeſt and raillery amongſt them, 
and particularly upon Eſop: but nobody drolls upon his 
ugly face, which could hardly have eſcaped, had he had 
ſuch. a very ugly one. Perhaps you will ſay, it had. been 
rude and indecent, to touch upon a natural tmper fec- 
tion. Not at all, if done ſofily and jocofly. In Plato's 
Feaſt they are very merry upon Socrates's face, that re- 
ſembled old Silenus and in this, they twit Eſop for hav- 
ing been a ſlave, which was no mort his fault than de- 
ity would have been. The Athenians ſet up a no- 
ble ſtatue to his memory: but had he been ſuch a mon- 
ſter as Planudes has made of him, a ſtatue had been no 
better than a monument of his uglineſs; it had been kind- 
er to his memory to let that alone. The Greeks have 
ſeveral proverbs about petſons deformed; our Eſop, if ſo 
very ugly, had been in the firſt rank of them, eſpecially 
when, his ſtatue ftood there, to put body in mind of 
it. He was a great favourite of Craſus king of Lydia; 
who employed him as his ambaſſador to Corinth and 
Delphi: but would ſuch a — as Planudes has ſet 
out, be a fit, companion for a prince? or a proper am- 
baſſador? I wiſh I could do that juſtice to the 
0 Eſop, as to oblige the painters to change their pencil; 
tis certain he was no deformed perſon, and tis pro- 
bable he was very handſome. 
Bently on Eſop's Fables. 
In 
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In anſwer to all this, Mr. Boyle cites a paſſage from 
Euſtathius, an author who wrote two hundred years be- 
fore Planudes was born, which he thinks is evidently 

built on a ſuppofition that Eſob was ugly,” and implies 
that that opinion was common in Euſtathius s time. He 
tells us, that Lucian, in his True Hiſtory ſays, 
they uſed Eſob in the Fortunate Iſlands for a buffoon, 
or jeſter, one that made them ſport: meaning, I ſuppoſe, 
that he did it as well by his perſon and outſide, as by his 
ingenious and divertiue fables; and, indeed, rather by 
the firſt than the latter, as his ſables of themſelves, though 
entertain and pleaſe us extremely, do not give us 
that ſort of pleaſure that cauſes laughter; but nothing is 
ſo diverttve, or raiſes laughter ſo much as deformity, 
eſpecially when wit goes along with it. We may obſerve, - 
that when Homer has a mind to excite this light paſſion 
in his ſerious poem, he does it by the means of an ugly 
man, and an ugly god, Therſites and Vultan. — But 
Dr. Bentley's conduct with regard to Eſop, is very odd. 
He is extremely concerned to have him thought hand- 
ſome, at the time that he is endeavouring all he can to 
prove him no author. He hopes by his civilities to his 
perſon, to attone for the injuries which he does him in 
his writings: which is juſt ſuch a compliment to Eſop's 
memory, as it would be to Sir Wiliam Dauenant 3, 
ſhould a man, in defiance of common fame, pretend to 
make out, that he had always a good noſe on his face; 
but however, he did not write Gondibert. 
Boyle againſt Bentley. 
b3 1 
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T ſhall here leave the reader to confider the opinions 
of theſe two gentlemen, and to take that which ſeemeth 
to ſum the moſt probable: only obſerving that Mr. Al- 

, though a writer at that time in favour of Boyle on 
the general ſubject of Eſop's Fables, yet, when he after- 
wards publiſhed a collection of thoſe Fables, thought pro- 
per to make Eſop in the frontiſpiece, a very handſome 


perſon. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


Of his condition, and the courſe of his ſtudies. 


SOP's firſt maſter, as may be ga- 

thered from the before mentioned 
Aphthonius, was Zemarchus, or De- 
marchus, ſurnamed Carehas, a native 
and inhabitant of Athens: and his paſ- 
ſing ſome part of his youth in this fa- 
mous city, the mother and nurſe of 
ſcience and polite learning, was of no 
{mall advantage to him. "Tis probable 
alſo, that his maſter, perceiving in him 
a good underſtanding, agreeable man- 
ners, lively genius, and a general ca- 
pacity; and finding alſo that he ſerved 
him with much affection and fidelity; 
'tis probable, I fay, that he might take 
care to get him inſtructed. It was from 
Athens then, as from the fountain 
head, that he drew the purity of the 


Greek language. It was there too that 
b 4 he 
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he acquired the knowledge of moral 
philoſophy, which at that time was the 
faſhionable ſtudy; there being but few 
perſons who made profeſſion of the ſpe- 
culative ſciences, as may be concluded 
by the ſeven ſages of Greece, the moſt , 
celebrated men of that age, amongſt 
whom Thales the Mileſian alone 
had the curioſity to inquire into the 
ſecrets of natural philoſophy and into 
the ſubtilties of mathematical learning: 
The reſt were not reputed wiſe for any 
other reaſon than their publiſhing cer- 
tain grave and moral ſentences, the 
truth of which they eſtabliſhed and 
rendered of ſome authority by their 
prudent and virtuous lives. Eſop, in- 
deed, did not follow their method; he 
wiſely conſidered, that the meanneſs 
_ of his birth, and his ſervile condition, 
would not permithim to ſpeak with ſuf- 
hcientauthority in the way of ſentence 
and precept; he ES compoſed 
fables, 
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fables, which by a narration pleaſing 
and full of novelty, ſo charms the minds, 
even of the moſt ignorant, that through 
the pleaſure which they receive from 
it, they taſte imperceptibly the moral 
ſenſe which lies concealed underneath. 


I know very well that Eſop was not 
the firſt 1 inventor of thoſe fables, in 
which the uſe of ſpeech is given to a- 
nimals. 'The honour of this invention, 
as.? Quintilian alledges, is juſtly due 
to the poet Heſiod, who in the farſt 
book of his Works and Days, relates 
very prettily the fable of the 3 hawk 
and the nightingale. Be this as it may 
Eſop has advanced ſo far before every 
competitor, that all fables of this kind 
are called Eſopic, becauſe a great num- 
ber of them are of his compoſing; and 
the choiceſt precepts of moral philoſo- 
phy are by his means conveyed to us 

25 "i 
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in this agreeable manner. And indeed, 

I very highly approve the opinion of 
Apollonius, who maintains that the 
fables of Eſop are much more uſeful 
for the inſtruction of youth, than the 
fables of the poets: and his reaſons for 
this aſſertion are very pertinent, as may 


be ſeen in Philoſtratus. But that Eſop 


compoſed all his fables during the time 


that he was a ſlave at Athens, I will 
not however affirm: I only think it 
probable, that it was there he firſt be- 
came enamoured of morality, and laid 
the plan of teaching the moſt beautiful 
and uſeful maxims of philoſophy, un- 
der the veil of fables: which neverthe- 
leſs he might not publiſh till iong after- 
wards, when he had obtained his free- 
dom, had acquired the reputation of 


being one of the wiſeſt and ableſt men 


of Greece, and was arrived to great 


eſteem, not only among the common 


people, but even with princes and 
kings. NOTES. 
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NOTES. 


1 Whatever honour may ariſe from being the inven- 
tor of this kind of fable, it ſeems neither to be due to 
Heſiod, nor to Eſop; as Jotham's fable of the trees is 
certainly more ancient than either of them: and it is 
for that reaſon placed at the head of this collection. 


2 Book v. chap. 11. 
3 The ſaid fable is thus rendered by Cooke. 


While now my fable from the birds I bring, 

To the great rulers of the earth I fing. 

High in the clouds a mighty bird of prey 

Bore a melodious nightingale away; 

And to the captive, ſhivering in deſpair, 

Thus, cruel, ſpoke the tyrant of the air, 

Why mourns the wretch in my ſuperior power? 

Thy voice avails not in the raviſh'd hour; 

Vain are thy cries: at my deſpotic will, 

Or I can ſet thee free, or I can kill. | 

Unwiſely who provokes his abler foe, 

Conqueſt {till flies him, and he ſtrives for woe. 
Cooke's Hefiod, B. I. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of his different maſters, and of his fellow ſervant, the 
famous courtezan, Rhodopis. 


ET us, now reſume the thread of 

our narration. In proceſs of time, 
Eſop was ſold to Xanthus, a native of 
the iſland of 7 Samos; and after he 
had ſerved him for a certain time, he 
was again diſpoſed of to the? philoſo- 
pher Idmon or Jadmon, who was like- 
wiſe of that country; and had at the 
ſame time for his ſlave that 3 Rhodopis, 
who was afterwards ſo famous as a 


courtezan. This woman was endow- 


ed with very extraordinary beauty, and 


happening to be carryed into Egypt, 


Charaxus, the brother of Sappho the 
eteſs, fell ſo deeply in love with her, 


eee 


himſelf to extreme poverty in order 


to Jr and ſet her at liberty. She 
: aſter- 
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afterwards roſe to ſuch eminence in 
her vocation, and amaſled ſuch heaps 
of wealth, that of the tythe of her gain, 
ſhe cauſed great numbers of large 
4 ſpits of iron to be made, which ſhe 
ſent as an offering to the temple of A- 
pollo at Delphi. And if we may cre- 
dit certain authors, ſhe amaſſed ſuch 
immenſe treaſures as enabled her to 
build one of the celebtated 5 pyramids 
of Egypt. So much, by the way, of 
this famous courtezan, who was: fel- 
low ſervant with Eſop while he lived 
with Jadmon; to ſhew how theſe two 
perſons born, in a ſervile condition, 
arrived by very different methods to a 
more {ſplendid fortune; the one by his 


merit and the beauties of his mind, the 


other by the infamous traffic of her 
perſonal charms. 


For the reſt, tis certain that it was 


Jadmon Who gave Eſop his liberty; 
whether 


* 
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whether as a reward for his faithful 
ſervices, or that he was aſhamed to 
keep longer in ſervitude a perſon whoſe 
fuperior qualities rendered him more 
worthy to command, may be difficult 
to determine: but the fact is to be prov- 
ed, by the implied teſtimony of the 
ſcholiaſt of Ariſtophanes, on the come- 
dy of the Birds, as well as by the au- 
thority of Herodotus and Plutarch; 
for it follows by neceſſary conſequence 
from what they ſay, as I ſhall ſhew 
particularly when I come to ſpeak of 
the death of Eſop. Planudes there- 
fore deſerves no credit, when he affirms 
that Xanthus was the laſt maſter of E- 
fop, and the perſon who gave him his 
hberty. Very little alſo muſt be be- 
lieved of what he relates concerning 
- 'Eſop while he was in the ſervice of 
Kanthus, as he makes him ſay and do 
fo many impertinent and ridiculous 
things, that none can receive them for 

true, 
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true, without imagining Eſop an idle 
buffoon, rather then a ſerious Philoſo- 
pher. And in fine, ſince nothing of 
this ridiculous ſtuff is to be found in 
ancient writers, I think one may with 
Juſtice affirm, that they are no better 
than idle tales, and mere © fooleries. 


NOTES. 


1 The Scholiaſt on Ariſtophanes, on which Meziriac 
builds his authority for this, does not ſay ſo. 


2 Neither Herodotus, nor Plutarch, nor Suidas, call 
him a philoſopher: it was a title unknown in the time 
of Heß, being firſt adopted by the modeſty of Pythago- 
ras, who was fifty or fixty years later. Indeed the 
ſcholiaſt on Ariſtophanes calls him the wiſe. 


As ſhe was very beautiful, 5 
in theitand of Leſbos, where ſhe ſettled, was fullo 


and voluptuous men, ſhe got a grant fate — 
a courte zan. 


Herodotus B. II. Chap. 134. Plutarch. 


4 Rhodopts being deſirous that a monument of her 
ſhould be left in Greece, reſolved to make ſuch a preſent 
to the temple at Delphi, as had never been made nor 


thought 
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thoughtof before. For this reaſon, ſhe provided as 
iron ſpits to roaſt oxen, as the tenth of her ſubſtance 


was Ren to buy, and ſent them to Delphi. Theſe 
are ſtill preſerved Gehind the altar which the Chians 
raiſed, and over againſt the temple itſelf. 
ande. 


5 Pliny's Nat. Hiſt. B. XXXVI. chap, 12. But 
Herodotus, though a credulous author, rejetts this ſtory 
He maintains, that the 22 the building of which 
was aſcribed to Rhodopis, was built many years before 
the reign of Amaſis, in which that courtezan lived. He 
adds, chat though ſhe had got à great eſtate, ſhe would 
not have been able to ſuſtain the immenſe charges of 


that building. 
- Herod: B. II: chap. 134. 135. 

6 As it does contain ſuch mere footeries, it is conſequent- 

ly very improper to be prefixed to a book — 
ian recommends, as the moſt uſeful that 

can be put into the hands of youth. Igitur Elopi fa- 
bellas, ſays he, quz fabulis nutricularum proxime 
ſaccedunt, narrare ſermone puro, et nihil ſe Jupra 
modum extollente; deinde eandem gracuuatem f 
exigere,  condiſcant. Quint. Lib. I, Let 
learn to recite Eſop's fables (which come next after the 
"little ſtories of the nurſery) in pure language, free from 
all undue elevation; and then let them exerciſe their Mie 
upon dl ſane mode nl 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 
Of his advancement to the court of Cræſus King of Ly- 
dia, and of his meeting the ſeven ſages there. 


| HATEVER may be doubt- 
ful in the life of Eſop, there 


is nothing more certain than that af- 


ter recovering his liberty, he foon ac- 
quired a very great reputation amongſt 
the Greeks, being held in almoſt equal 
_ eſtimation with any of the ſeven ſages 
who flouriſhed at this time, that is, the 
2 fifty-ſecond olympiad. The fame of 
his wiſdom reaching the ears of Crœ- 
ſus; that monarch ſent for him to his 
court, admitted him to his friendſhip, 


and ſo obliged him by his favours, that 


he 2 engaged / himſelf in his ſervice to 
the end of his days. His reſidence in 
the court of this mighty king, render- 
ed him more polite than molt of the 
other philoſophers of his me; more 

C com- 
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complaiſant_ to the humour of princes, 
and more reconciled to monarchical go- 
vernment, of which he gave evident 


proofs on divers occaſions. For in- 


ſtance; when Crœſus had prevailed | 
with the ſeven ſages to meet in his ca- 
pital city of Sardis; after having ſhewn 
them the magnificence of his court, 


and his vaſt riches, he aſked them, 


whom they thought the happieſt man 


of all they had known? Some named 


one perſon, and ſome another: Solon, 
1n particular, gave this praiſe to 3 Tel- 


lus, an Athenian; and alſo to 4 Cleo- 


bis and Biton, Argians; concluding, 
that no one could be r eee 
happy before his death. Eſop, per- 


ceiving the king was not well ſatisfyed 


with any of their anſwers, ſpoke in his 
turn, and ſaid—For my part, I am per- 
ſuaded that Crœſus hath as much pre- 


eminence in happineſs over all other 
men, as the ſea hath over all the ri- 


vers. 
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vers. The king was ſo pleaſed with 
this judgment, that he eagerly pro- 
nounced that ſentence, which has con- 
tinued ever ſince a common proverb 
— The Phrygian has hit the mark. When 
Solon, therefore, took leave of CreœW- 
ſus, who diſmiſſed him very coolly; E- 
{op being ſorry that Solon had ſpoken 
to the king with ſo little complaiſance, 
ſaid to him, as he. accompanied him 
part of the way, O Solon, either we 
muſt not ſpeak to kings, or we muſt 
ſay what pleaſes them. On the con- 
trary, anſwered Solon, we mult either 
not ſpeak to kings at all, or we muſt 
give them good and uſeful advice. 
Another time, as Eſop was travelling 
over Greece, cither to ſatisfy his curio- 
ſity, or about the particular affairs of 
Creeſus, it happened that he paſſed 
through Athens, juſt after 5 Piſiſtratus 
had uſurped the ſovereign power, and 
aboliſhed the popular ſtate: ſeeing 
„ C2 that 
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that the Athenians: boxe the yoke very 
impatiently, longing to recover their 
liberty, and to rid themſelves. of Piſi- 
ſtratus, though his government Was ea- 
ſy and maderate, Eſop felated to them 
the fable of the frogs that intreated 
Jupiter to- give thema king; exhort- 
ing them to ſubmit chearfully to ſo 
good a prince as Piſiſtratus, leſt in 
changing they ſhould fall under the 
power of ſome miſchievous and cruel 
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who, when their mother her chart, 
ſet their ſhoulders to it, and drew it to the temple, which 
was 48 .furlongs. - The old lady, being much affeeg 
with this inſtance of filial duty, 1 the goddeſi 

no to favour them with the greateſt bleſſing that could be 
beſtowed upon mankind: the next morning they | were 
both ſound dead im the temple. Herod, B. I Val, 
Max. B.'V. And the ſtory is mentioned alſo by Gice- 
ro in lit Tuſculan Queſtions, to ſhew, that death 45-to 
be looked upon rather as an advantage than Or! 
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ix The LIFE of ES OP. 
CHAP. vl. 


Some licked particulars of hs life, and the improba- | 
bility of Planudes's account of his travels into Egypt 


and Babylon. 


HERE are not many 9 par- 
ticulars found concerning Eſop, 
in authors worthy of credit; except it 
be, that he once again met with the ſe- 
ven ſages of Greece, in the court of 
1 Periander king of Corinth. Howe- 
ver, I dare not affirm whether it was 
here, or in ſome other place, that fall- 
ing into diſcourſe with Chilon, who 
had aſked him, What 2 God was do- 
ing? He anſwered, that he was hum- 
bling high things, and exalting low. 
Some alſo relate, that to ſhew how the 
life of man abounds with miſery, and 
that one pleaſure is accompanied with 
a thouſand pains, Eſop was wont to 
ſay, that 3 Prometheus having taken 
earth to form a man, had tempered 
and 


ts 
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and moiſtened it, not with water, but 
with tears, 

I reject as pure falſhood and inven- 
We al that Planudes writes of Eſop's 
travels into Egypt and Babylon, be- 
cauſe he intermixes ſtories altogether 
incredible; and adds to them certain 
circumſtances, which are repugnant 
to the truth of hiſtory, or which whol- 
Iy overturn the order of ime. Ithall 
content myſelf with alledging two ſig- 
nal falfities, on which he builds all the 
reſt of his narration. He ſays, that the 
king who reigned in Babylon when 
Eſop went thither, was called Lycerus. 
But wWwho has ever read or heard of 
ſucha king? Let the catalogue of all 
the kings of Babylon, from Nabonaſ- 
ſer to Alexander the Great, be exami- 
ned, and you ſhall not find one 
amongſt them whoſe name is at all hke 
Lycerus. On the other hand, by 
* exacteſt chronology it will appear, 

c4 that 
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that in Eſop's time there could be no 
other king in Babylon, but Nebuchad- 
nezer, and his father Nebopolaſſer; 
ſince Nebopolaſſer reigned one and 
twenty years, and Nebuchadnezer 
forty- three, who dyed the ſame year 
with Eſop, being the firſt of the fiſty- 
fourth olympiad, Neither is it more 
poſſible to believe, that Eſop went into 
Egypt in the time of king Nectanebus, 
as Planudes aſſerts; ſince this King did 
not begin to reign till two hundred 
years after the death of Eſop: that is 
to ſay, in the hundred and fourth o- 
lympiad. And one need not be ve- 
ry learned in chronology, to be cer- 
tain; that Eſop lived partly under the 
reign of Apries, and partly under 
that of his e ne Kings of 
1 6 | | pn Aa 
e N 0 1 2 8. * 


1 Plutarch affures us, in Convivio . 
ee — tie le Crim 
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as well as to the oracle at Delphi: but how does this 
agree with Laertius, who, in the life of Periander, tells 
us, that according to Soficrates, Pertander died many 
years before the reign of Craſus? 


11/3, Laertius, in the life of Chilon. | /. 1 I 7 
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Fr 
r Of his death. 
HAT-Planudes relates about 


the deathof Eſop, comes near- 
er to the truth, than any thing which he 
has written concerning his life. How- 
ever, it is ſtill ſafer to rely on what 
ancient authors have ſaid on the ſub- 
Jet; and they record it thus. Eſop, 
being ſent by Crœſus to the I city of 
Delphi, with a large fum of gold, in 
order'to offer magnificent ſacrifices to 
Apollo, and to diſtribute to each citi- 
zen four minæ of filver; it happened 
that 2 differences aroſe between him 
and the townſmen to ſuch a degree, 
that he ſpoke of them in very provok- 
ing terms. Among other things, he 


reproached them with having hardly 
any arable land, and that were it not 
for the great concourſe of ſtrangers, 
1110 | and 


The LIFE of ESOP. xxxiv 


and the frequent ſacrifices that were 
offered in their temple, they would 
ſoon be reduced to die of hunger. 
Not ſatisfyed with offending them in 
words, he proceeded to deeds: having 
performed the ſacrifices in the manner 
that Crœſus had ordered, he ſent 
back the reſt of the money to the city 
of Sardis, as judging the Delphians 
unworthy to partake of the king's li- 
berality. This irritated them againſt 
him to ſuch a degree, that they conſult- 
ed how they might be revenged on 
him, and conſpired by a notorious vil- 
lainy to take away his life. They 
hid amongſt his baggage one of the 
3 golden veſſels conſecrated to Apol- 
lo; and as Eſop departed towards 
Phocis, they ſent immediate meſſengers 
after him, who ſearching his baggage 
found the veſſel which they themſelves 
had there depoſited. On this, they 
preſently drag him to priſon, accuſe 
4 him 
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him of ſacrilege, and ſentence him to 
be precipitated from the rock Hyam- 
Which was the puniſhment com- 
monly inflicted on ſacrilegious perſons. 
As they were on the point of throwing 
him off, in order to deter them from 
ſo execrahle an att by the apprehenſi- 
on of divine juſtice, — ſuſſers no 
wickedneſs to:go unpuniſhed, he told 
them the 4 fable of the eagle and the 
Beetle. But the Delphians paying no 
regard to his fable, puſhed. him down 
cke precipiee. It is recorded,  howes 
ver, that their land was rendered bars 
ren, i and that they were afflicted vvitli 
many ſtrange diſtempers, for ſeveral 
years aſte Hi rds. In this diſtreſs theßx 
conſulted the oracle, and were anſwer: 
echsthat all- their miſeries were owing 
- to the unjuſt coridemnation and dean 
of Eſop. On this, they cauſed it to be 
proclaimed by ſound of trumpet, at all 
the nn n ny 
cri 
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of the Greeks, that if there were any 
of the kindred of Eſop, who would: 
demand ſatisfaction for his death, he 
was deſired to come and exact it of 
them, in what 5 manner he pleaſed. 
But no one was found that pretended 
any right in this affair, till the third 
generation; when a Samian preſented 
himſelf, named Jadmon, grandſon of 
chat Jadmon, who had been maſter to 
Eſop in the iſland of Samos: and the 
Delphians having made him ſome ſa- 
tizlaction, were delivered from their 
cCalamities. Tis ſaid, that after this 
time, they transferred the puniſhment 
of ſacrilegious perſons from the rock 
Hyampia to that of Nauplia. From 
hence it appears, as I hinted above; 
to be the opinion of | Herodotus and 
Plutarch, that jadmon was the laſt 
maſter of Eſop, and he that ſet him 
free; becauſe otherwiſe, neither he nor 
ay. of his deſcendents could have an 
1 intere 
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intereſt in his death, nor pretend to 
any right of ſeeking reparation, or re- 
receiving ſatiafaction. 


NOTES. 


* Scholiaſt on Ariftophanes. Veſp. Y. 1437. 


2 On what occaſion theſe 728 aroſe, we are 
wot ſy told: yet ſome circumſtances lead one to 
imagine, that Eſop's expefations were not quite ſatisfi- 
ed with regard to the Delphians. From the great con- 
courſe of ſenfible men, who were diſpatched from all 
parts of Greece to their city; he had probably been led 
to expect in them ſome ſuperior degree of virtue or wiſ- 
| dom; but found them, upon a nearer acquaintance, to 
be not only lazy, but ignorant: his reproaching them 
for depenlling | much on the benefits arifing from ſa- 
orifices, as to the cultivation of their lands, ſeems 
2 the firſt; and his comparing the curi- 

brought kim thither, to that of people at the 

722 A come towards 

them a great way off at ſea, take it at firſt to be ſome 
l its driving nearer and nearer 
to the ſhore, find it at laſt 1 of weeds 
and rubbiſh—is almoſt a confirmation of the latter. 
Indeed, what authority Sir Roger Leſtrange had for 
— 
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making Eſop relate this fable to the Delphians, he has 


not been ſo kend as to inform us. 


3 Ariſtophanes. Heraclides, in Gronov. Theſ. 
Graec. tom. VI. p. 2830. 


4 The eagle and the beetle was one of the moſt noted 
Jn of Eſop: Ariſtophanes mentions it ſeveral times. 
The circumſtances of it, as far as they may be collefled 
from ham, are as follows: n 
heaven; and out of hatred to the eagle, rolled his eggs 
out of the neſt, and ſo revenged hamſelf of the injury 
which the eagle had done him. In Pace, y. 177. he 
, * That Eſop told this Me bs je 
hey had accuſed him of acrilege. Feb. . 1437. 
And when they were about to throw him down the rock,” 
Jays the ſcholtaſt. The ſcholiaſt upon thoſe paſſages gf | 
us theſe farther particulars: It is related 
of op, that the eagle and the beetle were at enmity to- 
gether, and they deſtroyed one another's eggs: that the 
having ſeized and eaten up the young ones of 
the beetle, and ſo given the firſt provocation, the beetle 
tethy fralth at — — | 
the neſt; following him even into the of Jupiter: 
the eagle making his complaint, Jupiter ordered him to 
make his n:ft in his lap: while Jupiter had the eggs in 
his lap, the beetle came flying about him; and Jupiter 
rifing up unawares, to drive the beetle away his 
head, threw down the eggs and broke them. Suidas, 
R Hat 


he 
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ke roſe up to drive. away the beetle flying about his 
head.” Ariſtophanes in another place uſes the prouer- 
bial ſaying Mie /ajing «+ I will be your nada. as the beetle was 
eagle.” Lyfiſtr 0 y. 695. Upon which the 
Sagt remarks, ** T hat the beetles de oy the eagles 
eggs by rolling them out of the neſt: and Suidas ſays, 
Hat the proverb is uſed of thoſe, who revenge them- 
ſelves of ſuch as oy nes pt uſed them ill, though they are 


much more pow and adds likewiſe & That the 
hee ir ſilo droge als xg, as a thing that 
commonly happens. | 


It is Nate From hen, al of the angie cmd 
beetle, as we have it now,” differs very much from the 
original fable of Eſop. There is no mention at all of the 
hare; the provacation gtven by the eagle was his deſtroy- 
ing the beetle's eggs, or young ones; and the beetle made 
Jupiter throw the eg gs out of his lap, not by throwing a 
ball of dung into his lap, but by flying about his head. 
Mat is added in the preſent fable, | of Fuputer's endea- 

vouring to reconcile the two parties, but in vain; and 
then, to preſerve, the race of eagles, ordering them to lay 
their eggs maſeaſon in which no beetles appear; is quite 
befide Bſop's purpoſe, and the occafion of the fable. 
The moral, which he intended to expreſs, and which the 
_ &Kcafun required, is, agreeable to Suidas's interpretati- 
vn f the proverb, that the weak often find means to re- 
venge themſelves of the powerful, who without provoca- 
tion have injured them. The latter circumſtance rela- 
ting tothe ſeaſon in which the eagle breeds, is contrary 
W den 4 2 10 
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he obſervation of the 
Le nd, Ajit rw fe 


The genuine fable of Blop is certainly loft; and that 
which we have may probably have been t RY 
Planudes; it is in his collection, and ftands the fe 
m that edition of them, which was printed: by Robert 
Stephens in 1546. That the reader may judge for 
himſelf, I will here inert a literal tranſlation. 2 given 


The Eagle and the Beetle. 


A Hare being , purſued by an Eagle, betook himſelf 
1 the neſt OY whom, he intreated 
to ſave him. The Beetle therefore interceded with the 
Eagle, begging of him not to-kill the poor ſuppliant 
Hare; and conjuring him by the almighty Jupiter, not 
to flight and diſregard his interceſſion, becauſe he was 
ſo ſmall an animal. But the Eagle in great wrath 
ave the Beetle a flap with his wing, and immediately 
eized the Hare, and devoured him. When the Eagle 
flew away, the Beetle flew after him, 2 
where his neſt was; and then getting to it, rolled 
tis eggs out of it, and broke them. The Eagle griev- 
ed and enraged to think that any one ſhould attempt the 
audacious a thing, built his neſt the next time in a hagh- 
VV 
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Juſt in the ſame manner. Ta Engle groaty ditreſud, 
and not knowmg what to do, ” (6 
whom he is accounted facre and 222 her: third 


brood of eggs as a depojite in the lap uf the God, beg- 
ging him to guard them. Upon this the Beetle, having 


made a bull of dung, flew up, and dropped it in Jupi. 
ter s lap; who riſing on a ſudden to ſhake it off, una- 
wares threw dewn the eggs with it, which were thus 
again broken. Jupiter being informed by the Beetle, 

that he had done this to be revenged of the Eagle, who 
had not only behaved injuriouſly to him, (the Beetle) but 
even impiouſly towards the God himſelf, told the Eagle 
when he came 10 him, that the Beetle was the party ag- 
grieved, and that he complained not without reaſon: but 
being unwilling that the race of Eagles ſhould be di- 
mmiſhed, he adviſed the Beetle to come to an accommo- 
tation with the Eagle. As the Beetle would not agree 
to this, he transferred the Eagle's breeding to another 
| Lale. _ there ae no Reales to be 2 


17 


1 


| Abſurdities i in the foregoing F able. 


The Hare's fling to the Beel ſo protein; or th 
- the Beetle s neſt er \ 


The Beets raling the Eagle's rr vie of te 


- 
. 
* * 
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The only moral 2 11 tat Lr 
jurious om the Vengeance 2 of 4 — however 
weak, The cir cumſtance. added, that Jupiter transfer- . 
red the Eagle's breeding to a ſeaſon when there are 
no Beetles, deſtroys this moral; and is probably af falſe 


in fa. 


3 Herodotus. Plutarch. 


Jn: 2a 
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c H N . vu. 
Of the honours done him after his death, 


ND now I will readily agree with 
Planudes, that Eſop was regret- 

ted by the greateſt and wiſeſt men of 
Greece, who teſtified to the Delphians 
how much they reſented his death. 
But I add, that the Athenians, in par- 
ticular, had Efop in ſo much honour, 
that they erected for him a magnificent 
ſtatue in their city; regarding more 
the greatneſs of his perſonal merit, 
than the meanneſs of his race and con- 
dition. I further ſay, that the opini- 
on which all the world had conceived 
of his wiſdom. and probity, encouraged 
. - the poets to make the people believe, 


that the r gods had raiſed him again 
to life, as they had done 'Tyndarus, 
Hercules, Glaucus, and Hypolitus. 
Nay, ſeme have not ferupled to afhrm, 

that 
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that he lived many years after-his 2 re- 
ſurrection, and fought twice on the fide 
of the Greeks, againſt the Perſians, in 
the ſtraits of Thermopylæ, which muſt 
have been above eighty years after his 
death. But theſe are ſuch manifeſt 
abſurdities, as confute themſelves. Nei- 
ther is it probable, as ſome have aſſert- 
ed, that he wrote 3 two books concern- 
ing what happened to him in the city 
of Delphi, unleſs it be ſuppoſed that 
he made two voyages thither, and 

wrote of the firſt: for in the laſt, it is 
very improbable he ſhould have any 
time for ſuch a work; neither can it 
be grounded on the teſtimony of any 
author worthy of credit. "Tis indeed 
moſt probable, that he left nothing in 
writing but his 4 fables; which, either 
for the elegance of the narration, or 
the uſefulneſs of their morality, have 
always been ſo much eſteemed, that 


many of them have preſerved them- 
23 ſelves 
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ſelves in the memories of men for a- 
bove two thouſand years. Yet I do 
not aſſert, that thoſe which Planudes 
has publiſhed, are the 5 very fables 
which Eſop wrote, as Planudes has 
given us too many occaſions to doubt 
of his ſincerity; and alſo, as he has 
omitted in his collection many fables, 
which ancient authors have attributed 
to Eſop. If we could be certain that 
it is the genuine work of Eſop, we 
muſt doubtleſs confeſs, that we have 
no writings in proſe more ancient, 
except the books of Moſes, and ſome 
others of the Old Teſtament. 


LEE NOTES. 
4 Scholinſ on Ariflophanes. dves, J. arr. Sui- 


2" Ptolomaeus. Hepheſtion in Photius @ Bibtioth. 
_-3-Suidas, ... AY 


1 


1 


| only, that Dr. Bentley 
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4 Dr. Bentley aſſerts, that it is very uncertain whe- 
ther Eſop left any fables behind him in writing, to 
which Mr. Boyle anſwers, that the phraſe of antiquity 
ts the ſame when they mention any thing of Eſop's, as it 
woutd have been, had they thought Eſop really ty have 
written it: the ancients quote him juſt as they do other 


Boyle againſt Bentley. 


There is a paſſage in Plato's Phaedo, where Socrates 
ſays, Among the fables of Hop which I had at hand, 
and knew to be Jus, I put thoſe into verſe that firſt oc- 
curred to me. Which words imply, that Socratts made 
uſe of @ written book of Ea S. fables, 
245 Ibid. 


f three paſſages, proceeds the ſame writer, which 
the Dodor has brought to prove Eſop no author, two 
of them prove the dired contrary; and the other proves 
has read ſomebody, that has read 
Ariſtophanes. And is this the wrefiftable evidence, with 
which he has taken upon him to confront the opinion of 
two thouſand years? Is it fit that men ſhould mate uſe 
of their little ſkill in letters, their conjectures, thetr fancies, 
their dreams, to attack the reputation of our firſt maſ- 
ters. in writing? Is it grateful, with fuck groundleſs ſuſ- 
picions as theſe, to fail upon, the father of moral fable, 


whoſe happy way of conveying fnauledge has been ever 
"\ | of Ea ſpoken 
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ſpoken of with ſo much reſpedt, and been of fuch und- 
| e to mankind? F | 


ing uſe 
Wars 66 Ibid. 
5 It is remarkable, ſays father Vavaſſor, that Henry 
Stephens, in his Theſaurus Linguae Graecae, neuer 
cited Eſob's fables; which ſhews that he took them for 
the work of a modern Greet. It ſeems probable, 
nay almoſt certain, ſays he, that Planudes col- 
lected the fables of Eſop, partly from his anceſ- 
tors, and partly from reading ſeveral authors; 
that ſome were Lil orm invention, that he added 
the moral and explication, often agreeably to 
his own fancy, and that the whole was put into 
his own form and words. He confirms his con- 


jedture by the conformity of ſtyle which may be obſerved 


between the life of Eſop, and the ſables: and no one is 


ignorant that Planudes is the author of that life. Va- 
vaſſor further obſerves, that mention is made of the Pi- 
| Taeus in one of Eſop's fables, Now the Piraeus was 


not built till the 76th olmiypiad; before that time 


the Phalerum was the port of the Athenians: ſo that as 
Eſop dyed in the 54th olympiad, long before Themiſto- 
had built the Piraeus, it would have been the Phale- 

rum, and not the Piraeus, that Eſop would have men- 
Tenn Wein emden 2395) 

But father Vavaſſor is not ile firſt who has taken 
Planudes for the author of Eſoþ's now' extant. 
Neoelet, who publiſhed a collection of fables. in 1610; 
9 | | | . de- 
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declared himſelf of this opinion. Of all the manu- 
ſcripts in my poſſeſſion, fays he, not one had the 
fables of Eſop which now are publiſhed, which 
I imagine ho written by Planudes, as well ag 
Eſop's Life. The manuſcripts he ſpeaks of were in 
the library of Heidelberg, and had furniſhed him with 
about 136 fables, which he added to thoſe of Eſop al- 
ready printed, which were about 150; ſo that Nevele!'s 
collection confiſted of 286 fables, 

Bayle. 


The late Dr. Bentley was alſo of this opinion. I 
ſhall examine, ſays he, thoſe Greek fables now extant, 
that aſſume the name of Eſop himſelf. There are two 
parcels of the preſent fables; the one, which are more 
ancient, 136 m number, were firſt publiſhed out of the 
Heidelberg library, by Neveletus, in 1610. The editor 
himſelf well obſerved, that they were falſely aſcribed 10 
Eſop, becauſe they mention holy monks. To which I 
will add, ſays the Doctor, another remark, that there is 
a ſentence out of Job Naked we all came, and 
naked ſhall we return. But becauſe theſe two pd 
ſages are in the epimythion, (the moral) and belong 
"not to the fable.it/elf; they may juſtly be ſuppoſed to be 

additons only, and i ons of the true boot. I 
ſhall therefore give ſome better reaſons to prove they are 
a recent work. That they cannot be Eſop's own, the 

181ſt fable is a demonſtratiue proof: for that is a 
of Demades the rhetor, who lived about 200 years af 
ter our Phrygian's time. The'193d is about Momus's 
car h- 
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carping at the works of the gods. He there finds this 
fault in the bull, That his eyes were not placed in his 
Adios, that he might ſee where he puſhed. But Lu- 
cian, ſpeaking of the ſame fable, has it thus, That his 
horns were not placed right before his eyes. And 
Ariſtotle has it a third way, That his horns were not 
placed about his ſhoulders, where he might make the 
ſtrongeſt puſh; but in the tendereſt part, his head. I think 
it probable from hence, that Eſop did not write a book 
of his fables; for then there would not have been ſuch a 
difference in the telling. ——There is great reaſon to / 
belieue they were drawn up by Planudes, a monk of Con- 
ftantinople, who dyed in the year 1370: for there is no 
manuſcript, any where, above 300 years old, that has 
the fables according to that copy. This igeot of a 
monk has alſo given us a book which he calls a life of 
_ E/op, that perhaps cannot be matched in any language, 
for ignorance and nonſenſe. He had picked up two or... 
three true ſtories; that Eſop was a flave to one Xanthus, 
carryed a burthen of bread, converſed with . Creſus, 
and was put to death at Delphi: but the circumſtances 
of theſe, and all his other tales, are pure invention. He 
makes Xanthus, an ordinary Lydian, or Samian, to be 
7 a philoſopher; which word was not heard of in 
E days, but invented afterwards by Pythagoras. Twas 
= the king of Ethiopia's problem to Amaſis king of 
Egypt, to drink up the ſea: but Planudes makes it 
a wager of Xanthus with one of his ſcholars. . To ſay 
nothing of hes chronological errors, miſtakes of a hun- 
W with patience 
that 
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that fully diſcourſe between Xanthus and his man Eſop; 
not a bit better than our penny merriments printed at 
London bridge. 
_ Bentley on Eſop's fables. 


In anſwer to what Dr. Bentley has ſaid above, con- 
cerning the fables of Eſop being not written by himſelf, 
Mr. Boyle thus argues. Nobody ever tmagined that 
all, or half the fables, that have gone under the name 
of Eſop, are his: or that any of them almoſt, are in the 
very ame words and ſyllables, that they were in when 
they came out of his hands. They have doubtleſs un- 
dergone great alterations, ſome more and ſome leſs: but 
if under all theſe changes, fill the ſame little ſtory in its 
chief circumſtances, the ſame ſimplicity in telling it, the 
ſame humorous turn 0 thought, and in a good meaſure 
the ſame words too, have been preſerved; there is enough 
of Eſop left, whereby we may mate a true judgment 
of has ſpirit, and genius, and manner of performance. 
When Dr. Bentley ſhall dlearl have made out, either 
that none of theſe fables came om Eſop himſelf; or, if 
they did, yet that in the very form and caſt of them, as 
well as the expreſſion, they have been fince ſo totally al- 
tered, that they deſerve not to be called the ſame; it will 
then he time enough to own, that we are unable to judge 
of Eſop's merit by any thing in the preſent colleflion: : 
but till that is done, ue may ſafely enjoy our opinions, 
ond they tht have admired He, mayventure to gon 
and admire him ſtill, - 


As 
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As for what the Doctor has ſaid of Planudes, I muſt 
confeſs, ſays Mr. Boyle, I have not the deepeſt venera- 
tion for his character: but neither can I think ſo deſpica- 
bly of him as the lofty Dr. Bentley does, becauſe I find 
him well ſpoken of by men of good knowledge and judg- 
ment, and even by his adverſaries themſelves. Nay, 
Dr. Bendley, I think, gives an account of him, not at all 
to his diſadvantage, where he ſays that the ſet of fables 
he put out, was of his own drawing up: among ſt 
which, there are ſeveral Jo well turned, ſo exatly 

nature, and built on ſuch a true knowledge of hu- 
man life and affairs, that tis plain he was neither an 
ideot nor a monk, that compoſed them. But the on- 
ly reaſon Dr. Beniley gives for his believing them to 
be drawn up by Planudes, is, that there is no manu- 
ſcript, any where, above 300 years old, that has 
the fables: according to that copy. No manu- 
any where! Very extenſiue words: tis pretty 
1 * of Europe. But 
— 2 to be laid down by Dr. Bentley, 
becauſe impoſſuble to be proved; and I believe not dif- 
ficult io be diſproved: for, as much out of the way of 
theſe things as I live, I have caſually heard of a manu- 
ſcript, older than Planudes, that has the fables accord- 
ing to his copy; Voſſuus's manuſcript 1 mean, which, 
though I have not ſeen myſelf, yet better judges than I 
am, who have ſeen it; aſſure me, that it is about 500 
years old, and that Voſſuus himſdf always efttemed it ſo. 
is now at Leyden. Boyle againſt Bentley. 


Fa- 
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Fabricius doubts of this manuſcript of Voſſius menti- 
oned by Boyle: it requires, he ſays, further examination. 
| Montfaucon promiſed, (in his Diarium Italicum) that 
he would publiſh from a manuſcript of the monaſtery of 
St. Mary at Florence, the life of Eſop, with the fables, 
as they were extant before the time of Planudes, more 
at large: (in a diffuſe ſtyle) for that Planudes had o- 
mitted ſome fables, and had written both the life and 
the fables in a very different ſtyle, and after his own 
manner. 

Fabricius, 


I ſuppoſe Montfaucon never fulfilled his promiſe. 


AN 


AN 
ESSAY on FABLE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


WW forvrr dente to compdle a 
fable, whether of the ſublimer and more 
complex kind, as the epick and dramatick; or 
of the lower and more ſimple, as what has been 
called the Eſopean; muſt firſt endeavour to illuſ- 
trate ſome one moral or prudential maxim. To 
| this point the compoſition in all its parts muſt 
be directed; and this will lead him to deſcribe 
ſome action proper to enforce the maxim he 
has choſen. In ſeveral reſpects therefore the 
greater fable and the leſs agree. It is the bu- 
| fineſs of both to teach ſome particular moral, 
exemplify” d by an action, and this enlivened 
by natural Aae Both alike muſt be ſup- 
ported by appoſite and proper characters, and 
botli be furniſhed with ſentiments and language 
ſuitable to the characters thus employ d. I 
would by no means however infer, that, to 
produce one of theſe ſmall pieces requires the 


. en to form an epick or 
e dra- 
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dramatick Fable. All Iwould inſinuate, is, that 


the apologue has a right to ſome ſhare of our 


eſteem, from the relation it bears to the poems 
before mention'd: as it is honourable to ſpring 
from a noble ſtem, although in ever ſo remote 
a branch. A perfect fable, even of this inferior 
kind, ſeems a much ſtronger proof of genius 
than the mere narrative of an event. The lat- 
ter indeed requires judgment: the former, to- 
gether with judgment, demands an effort of the 
imagination. M n I e. 
Having thus endeayour'd to procure theſe 


little compoſitions as much regard as they 
may fairly claim. I proceed to treat of ſome 


er won eflential 4 to ce 
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| Of the rn or Moral of eee 


Is che very eſſence of a Fable to . 
ſome Morat or uſeful Truth, beneath; the 

P aa of an, allegory. It is. this chiefly that 
diſtinguiſhes a Fable: from à Tale; and (= ve 
gives it the manu uſe and 
| dig 
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aan A tale may conſiſt of an event either 
ſerious or comic; and, provided it be told a- 
greeably, may be excellent in its kind, tho' it 
ſhould imply no ſort of Moral. But the action 
of a Fable is contrived on purpoſe to teach and 
to imprint ſome Truth; and ſhould clearly and 
obviouſly include the 8 of it, in the 
very —— 44200? | | 


The Truth to be 4—— on this occaſion, 
ſhould neither be too obvious, nor trite, nor 
trivial. Such would ill deſerve the pains em- 
ployed in Fable to convey it. As little alſo 
ſhould it be one that is very dubious, dark; or 
controverted. It ſhould be of ſuch a nature as 
to challenge the aſſent of every ingenuous and. 
ſober judgment; never a point of mere ſpecula- 
tion; but tending to inform or to remind the 
reader, of the-proper means that lead to happi- 
nels. 
Ihe reaſon why fable has been ſo much 
eſteemed in all ages and in all: countries, is 
perhaps owing to the polite manner in which its 
maxims are convey'd. The very article of giv- 
ing inſtruction ſuppoſes at leaſt a ſuperiority of 
. in the adviſer; a circumſtance. by no 
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means favourable to the ready' admiſſion of 


advice. Tis the peculiar excellence of Fable 


to uaue this air of ſuperiority: it leaves the 
reader to collect the moral; who, by thus diſco- 
vering more than is ſhewn him, finds his prin- 
ciple of ſelflove gratifyed, inſtead of being diſ- 
guſted. The attention is either taken off from 


the adviſer; or, if otherwiſe, we are at leaſt 


nen by his m 9 


Beſides, infiratiion;) as conveyed ay Fable, 
does not only lay aſide its lofty mien and ſu- 
percilious aſpect, but appears dreſt' in all the 
ſmiles and graces which can ſtrike the imagina- 


tion, or engage the paſſions. It pleaſes in or- 


der to convince; and it imprints its moral fo 
much the deeper, in proportion as it entertains; 
fo that we may be ſaid to feel Gur Sage at the | 
very inftant __ we comprehend them. 


I am very ſenſible with what difficulty a Fable 
is: brought to a ſtrict agreement with the fore- 
going account of it. This however ought to 
be the writer's aim. Tis the ſimple manner in 


which the Morals of Eſop are interwoven with 


his Fables, that diſtinguiſhes, and gives him 
the preference to all other mythologiſts. His 
eus iert 1 X moun- 
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mountain delivered of a mouſe, produces the 
Moral of his Fable, in ridicule of pompous 
pretenders; and his crow, when ſhe drops her 
cheeſe, lets fall, as it were by accident, the 
ſtrongeſt admonition againſt the power of flat- 
tery. There is no need of a ſeparate ſentence 
to explain it; no poſſibility of impreſſing it 
deeper, by that load we too often ſee of accu- 
mulated reflections. Indeed the Fable of the 
Cock and the precious ſtone is in this reſpect 
very exceptionable. The leſſon it inculcates 
is ſo dark and ambiguous, that different expoſi- 
tors have given it quite oppoſite interpretations; 
ſome imputing the cock's rejection of the dia- 
mond to his wiſdom, and others to his ignorance. 


Strictly ſpeaking then, one ſhould render 
needleſs any detach d or explicit moral. Eſop. 
the father of this kind of writing, diſclaimed 
any ſuch aſſiſtance. Tis the province of Fable 
to give it birth in the mind of the perſon for 
whom it is intended: otherwiſe the precept is 
direct and obvious, contrary to the nature on 
end of allegory. -+ 


Aber all, the greateſt fault in any compoſition 
wy I can hardly allow that name to riddles) 
e 3 is 
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is obſcurity. There can be no purpoſe anſwered: 
by a work that is unintelligible. Annibal 
| Caracci and Raphael himſelf, rather than riſque 
fo unpardonable a fault, have admitted verbal 
explanations into ſome of their beſt pictures. It 
muſt be confefled, that every ſtory is not capa- 
ble of telling its own Moral. ' In a caſe of this 
nature, and this only, it ſhould be expreſly in- 
troduced. Perhaps alſo, where the point is 
doubtful, we ought to ſhew enough for the leſs 
acute, even at the hazard of ſhewing 00 muck 
for the more ſagacious; who, for this very rea- 
ſon, that they are more fagacious, will pardon a 
ſuperfluity which is ſuch to them alone. 


But, on theſe occaſions, it has been matter 
of diſpute, whether the moral is better introdu- 
ced at the end or beginning of a Fable. Eſop, 
as I ſaid before, univerſally rejected any ſepa- 
rate Moral. Thoſe we now find at the cloſe of 
his Fables, were placed there by other hands. 
Among the antients, Phaedrus; and Gay, a- 
mong the moderns, inſerted theirs at the begin- 
ning: La Motte prefers them at the conclufion; and 
Fontaine diſpoſes of them indiſcriminately, at the 
beginning or end, as he ſees convenient. If, 
amidſt the authority of ſuch great names, I 

| might 
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might venture to mention my own opinion, I 
ſhould ſooner prefix them as an introduction, than 
add them as an appendage. For I would neither 
pay my reader nor myſelf ſo bad a compliment, 
as to ſuppoſe, after he had read the Fable, that 
he was not able to diſcover its meaning. Be- 
ſides, when the Moral of a Fable is not very 
prominent and ſtriking, a leading thought at 
the begining puts the reader in a proper track. 
He knows the game which he purſues: and, 
like a beagle on a warm ſcent, he follows the 
ſport with alacrity, in proportion to his intel- 
ligence. On the other hand, if he have no pre- 
vious intimation of the deſign, he is puzzled 
throughout the Fable; and cannot determine 
upon its merit without the trouble of a freſh 
peruſal. A ray of light, imparted at firſt, may 
ſhew him the tendency and propriety of every 
on as he goes along; but while he tra- 
vels in the dark, no wonder if he ſtumble or 


_ miſtake his way. 


"e4 SECT. 
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Of the Adlon and Incidents proper for a Fable. 


N chuſing the action or allegory, three con- 

ditions are altogether expedient. I. It muſt 
be clear: that is, it ought to ſhew without equi- 
vocation, preciſely and obviouſly, what we in- 
tend ſhould be underſtood. II. It muſt be one 
and entire. That is, it muſt not be compoſed. of 
ſeparate and independent actions, but muſt tend 
in all its circumſtances to the completion of 
one ſingle event. III. It muſt be natural; that 


as, founded, if not on Truth, at leaſt on proba- 


bility; on popular opinion; on that relation 
and analogy which things bear to one another, 


when we have gratuitouſly endowed them 


with the human faculties of ſpeech and reaſon. 
And theſe conditions are taken from the nature 
of the human mind; which cannot endure 10 
be embarraſſed, to be * or to be de- 


| ceived. 


A Fable offends againſt babe when it 
leaves us doubtful what Truth the Fabuliſt in- 
tended to convey. We have a ſtriking exam- 


ple 
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ple of this, in Dr. Croxall's Fable of the creak- 
ing wheel. A coachman, ſays he, hearing 
one of his wheels creak, was ſurpriſed; but more 
eſpecially, when he perceived that it was the 
worſt wheel of the whole ſet, and which he 
thought had but little pretence to take ſuch a 
liberty. But, upon his demanding the reaſon 
why it did ſo, the wheel replyed, that it was 
natural for people who laboured under any aſ- 
fliction or calamity to complain. Who would 
imagine this Fable deſigned, as the author in- 
forms us, for an admonition to repreſs, or keep 
our complaints to ourſelves; or if we muſt let our 
ſorrows ſpeak, to take care it be done in ſoli- 
tude and retirement. The ſtory of this Fable 
is not well imagined: at leaſt, if meant to ſup- 
port the moral which the author has drawn 
from it. 


A Fable is faulty in reſpe& to unity, when 
the ſeveral circumſtances point different ways; 
and do not center, like ſo many lines, -in one 
diſtin and unambiguous moral. An example 
of this kind is furniſhed by La Motte in the ob- 
{ſervation he makes upon Fontaine's two pige- 
ons. Theſe pigeons had a reciprocal affecti- 
on for each other. One of them ſhewing a 

| deſire 


vi An ESSAY on FABLE. 


deſire to travel. was earneſtly oppoſed by his 
companion, but in vain. The former ſets out 
upon his rambles, and encounters a thouſand 
unforeſeen dangers; while the latter ſuffers near 
as much at home, thro' his apprehenſions for 
his roving friend. However, our traveller, af. 
ter many hair-breadth ſcapes, returns at length 
in ſafety back, and the two pigeons are, once 
again, mutually happy in each other's compa- 
ny.” Now the application of this Fable is ut- 
terly vagueand uncertain, for want of circum- 
ſtances to determine, whether the author de- 
hgned principally to repreſent the dangers of the 
Traveller; his friend's anxiety during his abſence; 
or their mutual happineſs on his return, Where- 
as, had the travelling pigeon met with no diſaſ- 
ters on his way, but only found all pleaſures in- 
fipid for want of his friend's participation; and 
had he returned from no other motive, than a 
deſire of ſeeing him again, the whole then had 
happily cloſed in this one conſpicuous infe- 
rence, that the preſence of a real friend is the 
moſt deſirable of all gratifications. 


The laſt rule I have mentioned, that a Fable 


ſhould be natural, may be violated ſeveral ways. 
ad W 
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'Tis oppoſed, when we make creatures enter 
into unnatural aſſociations. Thus the ſheep 
or the goat muſt not be made to hunt with the 
lion; and it is yet more abſurd, to. repreſent the 
lion as falling in love with the foreſter's daugh- 
ter. Tis infringed, by aſcribing to them appe- 
tites and paſſions that are not conſiſtent with 
their known charaQers; or elſe by employing 
them in ſuch occupations, as are foreign and 
unſuitable to their reſpective natures. A fox 
ſhould not be ſaid to long for grapes; an hedge- 
hog pretend to drive away flies; nora partridge 
offer his ſervice to delve in the vineyard. A 
ponderous iron and an earthen vaſe ſhould not 
ſwim together down a river; and he that ſhould 
make his gooſe lay golden eggs, would ſhew 
a luxuriant fancy, but very little judgment. In 
ſhort, nothing beſides the faculty of ſpeech and 
reaſon, which fable has been allowed to confer 
even upon inanimates, muſt ever contradi# the 
nature of things. 


Opinions indeed, altho' erroneous, if they ei- 
ther are, or have been univerſally received, may 
afford ſufficient foundation for a fable. The 
mandrake, here, may be made to utter groans; 
and the dying ſwan, to pour forth her elegy. 

The 
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The ſphinx and the phoenix, the ſyren and the 
centaur, have all the exiſtence that is requiſite 
for Fable. Nay, the goblin, the fairy, and e- 
ven the man in the moon, may. have each his 
province alloted him, ſo it be not an improper 
one. Here the notoriety of opinion ſupplies 
the place of fact, and in this manner truth may 
fairly be deduced from falſehood. 


Concerning the incidents proper for Fable, 
it 18 a rule without exception, that they ought 
always to be few; it being foreign to the nature 
of this compoſition, to admit of much variety. 
Vet a Fable, with only one ſingle incident, may 
poſſibly appear too naked. If Eſop and Phae- 
drus are herein ſometimes too ſparing, Fontaine 
and La Motte are as often too profuſe. In this, 
as in moſt other matters, a medium certainly is 
beſt. In a word, the incidents ſhould not only 
be few, but ſhort; and like thoſe in the Fables 
of the ſwallow and other birds, © the miller 
and his ſon,” and the court and country 
mouſe,” they muſt naturally ariſe out of the 
ſubjeR, and ſerve to illuſtrate and enforce the 
Moral. 4 | 
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8 E c T. i. 
Of the Perſons, Charatters, and. Sentiments of Buble. 


HE race of animals firſtpreſent themſelves, 
as the proper actors in this little drama. 
_ are indeed a ſpecies that approaches, in 
ſo near to our own; thatwe need 
— lend them ſpeech, in order to produce a 
ſtriking reſemblance. It would; however be 
unreaſonable, to expect al firift and univer- 
ſal ſimilitude. There isa certain meaſure and 
degree of | analogy; with which the moſt diſ- 
cerniug reader will zeſt. contented: ſor inſtance, 
he will accept the properties of animals, altho 
neceſſary ant invarialle, as the images of our 
inclinations). tho' never ura. To require more 
than this, were to ſap the very foundations of 
allegoryt and even to deprive ourſelves of half 
the pleaſure/that flows from poetry in general. 
YE eee nene 
Solomon ſends us to the ant to learu the wiſ- 
dom of induſtry: and our inimitable ethic po- 
et introduces nature unn * ae hes 
bind of 1 | | 


” 


Thus 
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Thus then to Man the voice of Nature ſpake ; 
Go, from the Creatures thy inſtruſions tale 
„There all the forms of ſocial union find, 

* - * And thence, nen bebe 


He e chat e in theis: native cha- 
ractert. without: the advantages of ſpeech and 
reaſon; which are aſſigned them by the Fabulifts, 
may in regard to Morals as well as Arts, 3 
examples to the human race. Indeed I am 2. 
fraid Ye have ſo far deviated into aſcititious 
appetites and fantaſtick manners, a8 to find the 
expediency of copying from them, that fimplici- 
ty we ourſelves have loſt. If animals, in them- 
ſelves, may be thus eemplary ho much more 
may they be made inſtructiue andere the direc- 
tion of am able: Fabuliſt; vhocby conſerring up- 
on them the gift of language contrives to make 
their inſtimits more intelligible and their ex- 
amples more determinatee ron; 
Ann #29 1 nib agthobbityu $03 tte 
510 But held urs not his buy actors. The Fabuliſt 
dis one advantage above all other writers 
whatſoever; as all the works both of art and na- 
ture are more immediately at his diſpoſal. He 
has, in this reſpect, a liberty not allowed to 


"= or nn ata writers; who are undoubt- 
8 
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edly more limited in the lad perſons to 
por ed. He has authority to preſs into 
his ſervice, every Kind of — under hea- 
ven: not only beaſts, birds, inſects, and all the 
animal creation; but flowers, ſhrubs, trees and 
all the tribe of vegetables. Even mountains, 
foſſils, minerals, and the inanimate works of 
nature, diſcourſe articulately at his command; 
and act the parts 'which: he aſſigns them. The 
virtues; vices, and every property of beings, re- 
ceive from him a local habitation and a. name. In 
ſhort he may perſonify, — PREP 
en on men he thinks proper. 
1 eee, eee 

* is — to 6 — noveliy 
— variety this muſt open to a genius chpable 
of conceiving, and of employing, theſe ideal 
perſons in a proper manner: hat an opportu- 
nity it affords him to divexſify his images, and 
to treat the fancy with change af -objeds;- while 
he ſtrengthens the underſtanding, or regulates 
the paſſions, by a ſueceſſiati ok Truths; To raiſe 
beings like theſe into aſſtate of: action / and in- 
telligence, gives the Fabuli&.au undoubted 
claim to that firſt characterof the poet, a Creator. 
I rank him not, as I ſaid before, with the wri- 
ter of epick or dramatick poems; but the ma- 


| ker 
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ker of pins or needles is as much an artiſt, as an 
anchor- ſmith: and a painter of miniature may 
ſhew as much ſkill, nee 3 in — 


largeſt d N $5135 


When theſe partes are once raiſed, we muſt 
carefully injoin them proper taſks; and aſſign 
them ſentiments and language ſuitable to their 
feyeral. e ary and relpediive e e e bas 
t EIS, 1 TY 
Araven ſhould t not be bucoliee: for hace debe) 

nora bear be tepreſented with an elegant ſhape. 
"Twere a very obvious inſtance of abſurdity, to 
paint an hare, cruel; or a wolf, compaſſionate. 
An aſs were but ill qualified to be General of 
an army, tho" he may well enough ſerve per- 
haps for one of the trumpeters. But ſo long 
as popular opinion allows to the lion, mag- 
nanimity; rage, to the tiger; ſtrength,” to the 
mule; cunning; to the fox; and buffoonery, 
to the monkey; why may not they ſupport the 
Characters of an Agamemnon, Achilles, Ajax, 
Ulyſſes and Therſites? The truth is, when Mo- 
ral actions are with judgment attributed to the 
brute creation, we ſcarce perceive that nature is 
at all violated by the Fabuliſt. He appears,” at 

maſt to have * language. 
'- "ms 
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His lions, wolves, and foxes, behave and argue 
as thoſe creatures would, had they originally 
been endowed with the human faculties of 
ſpeech and reaſon. 


But greater art is yet required, whenever we 
perſonify inanimate beings. Here the copy ſo 
far deviates from the great lines of nature, that, 
without the niceſt care, reaſon will revolt againſt 
the fiction. However, beings of this ſort, ma- 
naged ingeniouſly and with addreſs, recommend 
the. Fabuliſt's invention by the grace of novelty 
and of variety. Indeed the analogy between 
things natural and artificial, animal and inani- 
mate, is often ſo very ſtriking, that we can, 
with ſeeming propriety, give paſhons and ſenti- 
ments to every individual part of exiſtence. 
Appearance fayours the deception. The vine 
may be enamoured of the elm; her embraces teſ- 
tify her paſſion. The ſwelling mountain may, 
naturally enough, be delivered of a mouſe. The 
gourd may, reproach the pine, and the {ky-roc- 
ket, inſult the ſtars. The axe may ſollicit a new 
handle of the foreſt; and the moon, in her fe- 
male character, requeſt a faſhionable garment. 
Here is nothing incongruous; nothing that 


ſnocks the reader wich i impropriety. On the o- 
| | i | 


ther 


| i 


- 
”” > [ 
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ther hand, were the axe to defire a perriwig, 
and the moon petition for a new pair of boots; 
probability would then be violated, and the ab- 
furdity become too glaring. 


— 


ge . V. 
On the Language of Fable. 


HE moſt beautiful Fables that ever were 
invented, may be disfigured by the Lan- 
guage in which they are cloathed. Of this, poor 
Eſop, in ſome of his Engliſh dreſſes, affords a 
melancholy proof. The ordinary ſtyle of Fa- 
ble ſhould be familiar, but alſo elegant. Were 
I to inſtance any ſtyle that I ſhould prefer on 
this occaſion, it ſhould be that of Mr. Addiſon's 
little tales in the Spectator. That eaſe and ſim- 
plicity, that conciſeneſs and propriety, that ſub- 
dued and decent humour he ſo remarkably 
diſcovers there; ſeem to have qualifyed him for 
a Fabuliſt, almoſt beyond any other writer. But 
Be to return. 


11 | 

| The Familiar, ſays Mr. La Motte, to whoſe 

ingenious Eſay I have often been obliged'in this 

diſcourſe, is the general tone, or accent of Fa- 

ble. It was thought ſufficient, on its firſt ap- 
| pearance, 
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pearance, to lend the animals our moſt com- 
mon language. Nor indeed have they any ex- 
traordinary pretenſions to the ſublime; it being 
requiſite they ſhould ſpeak with the ſame ſim- 
plicity that they behave. 


The familiar alſo is more proper for inſinuati- 
on, than the elevated; this being the language 
of reflection, as the former is the voice of ſenti- 
ment, We guard ourſelves againſt the one, but 
lie open to the other; and inſtruction will al- 
ways the molt effectually ſway us, when it ap- 
pears leaſt jealous of its rights and privileges, 


The familiar ſtyle however that is here require 
ed, notwithſtanding that appearance of Eaſe 
which is its character, is perhaps more difficult 
to write, than the more elevated or ſublime. A 
Vriter more readily perceives when he has riſen 

above the common language; than he perceives, 
in ſpeaking this language, whether he has made 
the choice that is moſt ſuitable to the occaſion: 
and it is, nevertheleſs, upon this happy choice de- 
pends all the charm of the familiar. Moreover, 
the elevated ſtyle deceives and ſeduces, altho' it 
be not the beſt choſen; whereas the familiar can 
procure itſelf no ſort of reſpect, if it be not ealy, 


e * delicate, and unaffected. A F yr 
"1 f2 li 
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lift muſt therefore beſtow great attention upon 
his ſtyle: and even labour it ſo much the more, 
that it may appear to have coſt him no pains at 
all. 


The authority of Fontaine juſtifies theſe opi- 
nions in regard to ſtyle. His Fables are per- 
haps the beſt examples of the genteel familiar, as 
Sir Roger L'Eſtrange affords the groſleſt, of the 
indelicate and low. When we read that while 
the frog and the mouſe were diſputing it at 
ſwords point, down comes a kite powdering up- 
on them in the interim, and gobbets uþ both to- 
gether to part the fray.”” And © where the fox 
reproaches a bevy of jolly goſſiping wenches 

making merry over a diſh of pullets, that, if he 
but peeped into a -hen-rooſt, they always 
made a bawling with their dogs and their baſtards; 
while you yourſelyes, ſays he, can lie ſtuffing 
your guts with your hens and your capons, and 
not a word of the pudden. This may be familiar, 
but is alſo coarſe and vulgar; and cannot fail to 
diſguſt a reader that has the leaſt degree of taſte 
or delicacy. 

The ſtyle of Fable then muſt be "WA and 
familiar; and it muſt likewiſe be correct and ele- 
gant. | By the former, I would adviſe that it 
ſhould not be loaded with figure and meta- 

phor; 
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phor; that the diſpoſition of words be natural; 

the turn of ſentences, eaſy; and their conlinies 
tion, unembarraſs'd. By elegance, I would 
exclude all coarſe and provincial terms; all af- 
tected and puerile conceits; all obſolete and 
pedantick phraſes. To this I would adjoin, 
as the word perhaps implies, a certain finiſhing 
poliſh, which gives a grace and ſpirit to the 
whole; and which, tho' it have always the aþ- 
pearance of nature, is almoſt ever the effed of art. 


But, notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, 
there are ſome occaſions on which it is allow- 
able, and even expedient to change the ſtyle. 

The language of a Fable muſt riſe or fall in con- 
formity to the ſubject. A lion, when introduced 
in his regal capacity, muſt hold diſcourſe in 
a ſtrain ſomewhat more elevated than a Coun- 

try-Mouſe. The lioneſs then becomes his Queen, 
and the beaſts of the foreſt are called his ſubjetts: 
a method that offers at once to the imagination, 
both the animal and the perſon he is deligned to 
repreſent. Again, the buffoon-monkey ſhould 
avoid that pomp of phraſe, which the owl em- 
ploys as her beſt pretence to wiſdom. Unleſs 
the ſtyle be thus judiciouſly varyed, it will be 
impoſſible to preſerve à juſt diſtinction of cha 

racer, 

EY Deſcrip- 
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* Deſcriptions, at once conciſe and pertinent, 
add a grace to Fable; but are then moſt happy, 
when included in the action: whereof the Fable 
of Boreas and the fun affords us an example. An 
epithet well choſen is often a deſcription, in itſel⸗ 
and ſo much the more agreeable, as it the leſs 
retards us, in our purſuit of the cataſtrophe. 


I might enlarge much further on the ſubject. 
but perhaps I may appear to have been too 
diffuſe already. Let it ſuffice to hint, that lit- 
tle ſtrokes of humour, when ariſing naturally from 
the ſubject; and mcidental refleftions, when kept 

in due ſubordination to the principal, add a 
value to theſe compoſitions; Theſe latter how- 
ever ſhould be employed very ſparingly, and 
with great addreſs; be very few and very ſhort: 
It is ſcarcely enough that they naturally ſpring 
out ff the ſubject: they ſhould be ſuch as to ap- 
pear neceſſary and eſſential parts of the Fable. 
And when theſe embelliſhments, pleaſing in 
themſelves, tend to illuſtrate the main action, they 
then afford that nameleſs grace remarkable in 
Fontaine and ſome few others; and which per- 
ſons of the beſt diſcernment will more i | 
conceive, than they can explam. \ 
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th 
HE Iradtidtrer: W and ait 
contented under the reigns of Jehovah, 
were deſitous of having a king, like 
the reſt of the nations Apr offered the king - 
dom to Gideon their 3 to him and 


a his poſterity after him: he ne 
ed _ offer. and xeminded * 
bal w ir king. When . was 4 


iel his ſon by à toncubine, flew all his 
otkeß ſons io the number of ſeventy7Joatham 
WonElcaping; and by the alliſtance of the 
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repreſent to them their folly, and to ſhew them, 
that the moſt deſerving are generally the leaſt 


ambitious, whereas the worthleſs graſp at pow- 
er with eagerneſs, and exerciſe it with. inſo- 


lowing manner. 

1 | 3, 

Heathen unto me, ye men of Shechem, o may 
God hearken unto you. The Trees, grown wea- 
ry of the ſtate of freedom and equality in which 
God had placed them, met together to chuſe 
and to anoint a king over them: and they ſaid 
to the Olive-tree, Reign thou over us. But the 
Olive: tree ſaid unto them, Shall I quit my fat- 

© neſs, wherewith God and man is honoured, to 
diſquiet myſelf with the cares of government 
and rule over the Trees? And they faid unto 


But the Fig-tree ſaid unto, them, Shall I bid 
| adieu to my ſweetneſs and my pleaſant fruit, 
14 to take upon me the painful charge of royalty, 
1 and to be ſet over the Trees? Then ſaid the 

5 Trees unto the Vine, Come thou and reign o- 
ver us. But the Vine ſaid alſo unto them, Shall 
I leave my wine which honoureth God and 


cheereth _ to bring upon ae nothing 


but 


1 


— 
* 


Sbecbendes . himſelf king: Joatham, to 


lence and Ries & ſpake to . in We 2 


ſ 


the Fig tree, Come thou, and reign over us. 
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but trouble and anxiety, and to become king 
of the Trees? we are happy in our preſent lot: 

ſeek ſome other to reign over you. Then ſaid 
all the Trees unto the Bramble, Come thou and 
reign over us. And the Bramble ſaid unto them, 
I will be your king; come ye all under my 
ſhadow, and be ſafe; obey me, and I will grant 
you my protection. But if you obey me not, 
out of the Bramble ſhall come forth a fire, 
which ſhall deyour even the cedars of Leban- 


on. 
FABLE II. 
The Frogs petitioning Jupiter for a King. 


S.Eſop was travelling over Greece, he hap- 
pened to paſs thro' Athens, juſt after Piſi- 
ſtratus had aboliſhed the popular ſtate, and 


uſurped a, ſovereign power? when perceiving 
that the Athenians bore the yoke, tho' mild 
and eaſy, with much impatience, he related 


to them the following fable. 


The commonwealth of Frogs, a diſcontented 
variable race, weary of liberty, and fond of 


B 3 change, 
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change, petitioned Jupiter to grant them a King. 
The good-natured deity, in order to indulge 
this their requeſt, with as little miſchief to the 
petitioners as poſhble, threw them down a log. 
At firſt they regarded their new. monarch with 
great reverence, and kept from-him at a moſt 
reſpe&ful diſtance: but perceiving his tame and 
peaceable diſpoſition, they by degrees ventur- 
ed to approach him with more familiarity, till 
at length they conceived for him the utmoſt 
- contempt. In this diſpoſition, they renewed 
their requeſt to Jupiter, and intreated him to 
beſtow upon them another king. The Thunder- 
el in his wrath ſent them a crane, who no ſoon- 
er took poſſeſſion of his new dominions, than 
he began to devour his ſubjects one after ano- 
ther in a moſt capricious and tyrannical man- 
ner. They were now far more diflatisfied than 
before; when applying to Jupiter a third time, 
they were diſmiſſed with being told, that the 
evil they complainedof, they had imprudently 
brought upon themſelves; and that they had 
no other remedy now but to ſubmit to it with 
patience. 


i 1 


_ FABLE 
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FABLE III. 
The Wolf and the Shepherds. 
H OW apt men are to conderan in others, 


what they practiſe themſelves without 
ſcruple! | 


A Wolf, ſays Plutarch, peeping into a hut, 
where a company of Shepherds were regaling 
themſelves with a joint of mutton? Lord, ſaid 
he; what a clamour would theſe men have raiſ- 


ed, if they had catched me at ſuch a banquet! 


FAB L E IV. 
The Belly and the Members. 


ENENIUS AGRIPPA; a Roman 
conſul, being deputed by the ſenate to 
appeaſe a dangerous tumult and ſedition of the 
people, who refuſed to pay the taxes neceſ- 
{ary for carrying on the buſineſs of the ſtate; 
convinced them of their folly, by delivering 


to them the following fable. 
w, B 4 My. 
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Limb. But he remonſtrated in vain; for dur- 
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My friends and countrymen, ſaid he, attend 
to my words. It once happened that the Mem- 


bers of the human body, taking ſome exception 
at the conduct of the Belly, reſolved;no longer 


to grant him the uſual ſupplies. The Tongue 


- firſt, in a ſeditious ſpeech, aggravated their 
| grievances; and after highly extolling the ac- 


tivity and diligence of the Hands and Feet, ſet 
forth how hard and unreaſonable it was, that 


the fruits of their labour ſhould be ſquandered 


away upon the inſatiable cravings of a fat and 
indolent paunch, which was entirely uſeleſs, 
and unable to do any thing towards. helping 
himſelf. This ſpeech was received with unani- 
mous applauſe by all the Members. Immediate- 
ly the Hands declared they would work no 


more; the Feet determined to carry no farther 


the load of Guts with which They had hitherto 
been oppreſſed; nay the very Teeth refuſed to 


prepare a ſingle morſel more for his uſe. In 


this diſtreſs, the Belly beſought them to conſi- 
der maturely, and not foment fo ſenſeleſs a rebel- 


lion. There is none of you, ſays he, but may be 


ſenſible that whatfoeyer you beſtow upon me, 
is immediately converted to your uſe, and diſ- 
perfed by me for the good of you all into every 


ing 
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ing the clamours of paſſion, the voice of rea- 
ſon is always diſregarded. It being therefore 


impoſſible for him to quiet the tumult, he was 


ſtarved for want of their aſſiſtance, and the 
body waſted away to a ſkeleton. The Limbs, 


grown weak: and languid, were ſenſible at laſt 


of their error, and would fain: have returned 
to their reſpective duty, but it was now too 
late; death had taken poſſeſſion of the 1 
and they all periſied together. 


The Fox and the * Swallow. 


RISTOTLE informs us that the fol- 
lowing fable was ſpoken by Eſop to the 
Samians, on a debate upon changing their mi- 
niſters, who were accuſed of plundering no 
commonwealth. 


A Fox ſwimming acroſs a river, 3 
be entangled in ſome weeds that grew near the 


Inſtead of the Swallow, it was originally a Hedge- 
hog, but as that creature ſeems very unfit for the bu- 
fineſs of driving away flies, n 
per to ſubſtitute the Swallow, , 
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ſhore, from which he was unable to extricate 
himſelf. ' As he lay thus expoſed to whole 
{warms of flies, who were galling him and ſuck- 
ing his blood; a Swallow: obſerving his diſtreſs, 
kindly offered to drive them away. By no 
means, ſaid the Fox; for if theſe ſhould be chaſ- 
ed away, who are already ſufficiently gorged, 
another more hungry ſwarm would ſucceed, and 
I ſhould be robbed of every remaining drop of 
blood in my veins. 


F A B I. E VI. 
The Fox and the Raven. . 


F. e obſerving a Raven perched on the 
73 branch of a ttee, with a fine piece of 
cheeſe in her mouth, immediately began to 
conſider how he might pofſeſs himſelf of fo | 
delicious a morſel. Dear madam, ſaid he, Iam 
extremely glad to have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you this morning: your beautiful ſhape, and 
ſhining feathers, are the delight of my eyes; 
and would you condeſcend to fayour me with 
a ſong, I doubt not but your voice is equal 
to the reſt of your accompliſhments, Deluded 
- with this flattering 1275 U the tranſported 
Raven 
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Raven opened her mouth, in order to give him 
a ſpecimen of her pipe, when down dropt the 
| cheeſe: which the Fox immediately ſnaiching 
up, bore away in triumph, leaving the' Raven 
to lament her credulous vanity at her leĩfure. 


F A B LE VII. 
The Fox and the Stork, 


FH E Fox, tho' in general more inclined 
to roguery than wit, had once a ſtrong in- 
clination to play the wag with his neighbour 
the Stork. He accordingly invited her to din - 
ner 1n great form; but when it came upon the 
table, the Stork found it conliſted intirely of 
different ſoups, ſerved up in broad ſhallow diſh- 
es, ſo that ſhe. could only dip in the end of 
her bill, but could not poſlibly ſatisfy her hun- 
ger. The Fox lapped it up very readily, and 
every now and then, addreſſing himſelf to his 
gueſt, defired to know how ſhe liked her en- 
tertainment; hoped that every thing was ſea- 
ſoned to her mind; and proteſted he was very 
ſorry to ſee her eat ſo ſparingly. The Stork, per- 
ceiving ſhe was played upon, took no notice, 
but pretended to like every diſh extremely: 
and at parting preſſed the Fox ſo earneſtly to 

re- 
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return her viſit, that he could' not in civility 
refuſe. When the day arrived, he repaired to 
his appointment; but to his great mortification, 
when dinner appeared, he found it compoſed 
of minced meat, ſerved up in long narrow-neck- 
ed glaſſes; ſo that he was only tantalized with 
the fight of what it was impollible for him to 
taſte. The Stork thruſt in her long bill, and 
helped herſelf very plentifully; then turning 
to Reynard, who was eagerly licking the out- 
fide of a jarr where ſome ſauce had been ſpill- 
ed am very glad, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, that you 
ſeem to have ſo good an appetite; I hope you 
will make as hearty a dinner at my table as I did 
the other day at yours: Reynard hung down his 
bead, and looked very much diſpleaſed—Nay, 

nay, ſaid the Stork, don't pretend to be out of 
humour 'about the matter: they that cannot 
take a jeſt, ſhould never _ one. 


1 
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FABLE VII. 
The Daw with borrowed Feathers. 


W HEN a pert young templar, or city 
apprentice, ſets up for a fine gentleman, 
with the aſſiſtance of an embroidered waiſt- 
coat and Dreſden ruffles, but without one qua- 
lification proper to the charaQer; how fre- 
quently does it happen, that he is laughed at 
by his equals, and deſpiſed by thoſe whom he 
preſumed to imitate! 


A pragmatical Jackdaw was vain enough 
to imagine, that he wanted nothing but the 
dreſs to render him as elegant a bird as the 
peacock. Puffed up with this wiſe conceit, he 
plumed himſelf with a ſufficient quantity- of 
their moſt beautiful feathers, and in this bor- 
rowed garb, forſaking his old companions, 
endeavoured to paſs for a peacock. But he no 
ſooner attempted to affociate with theſe gen- 
teel creatures, than an affected ſtrut betrayed 
the vain pretender. The offended peacocks, 
plucking from him their degraded feathers, 
ſoon ſtripped him of his gentility, reduced him 

| to 
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to a mere Jackdaw and drove him back to his 
brethren; by whom he was now equally deſpiſ- 
ed, and juſtly res with deriſion and con- 


tempft. ** 
FABLEIX! . 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 


W. H * N 8 85 and injuſtice are 0 

power, and determined on op- 
d — Rroh geſt RY of innocence are 
2 8825 in vain. 


A Wolf and a Lamb were accidentally quench- 
ing their thirſt together at the ſame rivulet. 
The Wolf ſtood towards the head of the ſtream, 
and the Lamb at ſome diſtance below. The in- 
jurious beaſt, reſolved on a quarrel, flercely de- 
mands'— How dare you diſturb the water 
which I am drinking? The poor Lamb, all 
trembling, replies, How, 1 beſeech you. can 
that poſſibly be the caſe, ſince the current ſets 
from you to me? Diſconcerted by the force of 
truth, he changes the accuſation: ſix months 
ago, ſays he, you vilely ſlandered me. Impoſſi- 


_ returns'the Lamb, for I was not then bows 
0 
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No matter, it was your father then, or ſome of 
your relations; and immediately ſeizing the 
innocent Lamb, he tore him to pieces. 


FA B EEK. 
The Mountam is Labour. 


RUMOUR onceprevailed, that'a neigh 
bouring Mountain was in labour; it was 


e that ſhe had been heard to utter prodi- 


gious groans; and a general expectation had 
been raiſed, that ſome extraordinary birth was 
at hand. Multitudes flocked with much ea- 


gerneſs to be witneſſes of the wonderful event: 


one expecting her to be delivered of a giant; 
another of ſome enormous monſter; and al were 
ſuſpended in earneſt expectation of ſomewhat 
grand and 'aſtoniſhing.” When, after waiting 
with great impatience a conſiderable time, be- 
hold —— out crept a ridiculous mouſe. 
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The, Boys Aae Frogs. 
N the min of a large lake, which was 


company of Boys happened to be at n Their 
diyerſion Was duck and drake; and whole vol - 
lies of ſtones were thrown into the water, to 
the great annoyance and danger of the poor 
| 1 At length, one of the moſt 

hardy liſting his head above the ſurface of the 
— Ah, dear children, ſaid he, why will ye 
learn ſo ſoon the xtuel practices of your race? 
Conſider, I beſeech ye, that tho this naps be 
e A ο%ν,νỹẽmn 
2» F A B I. E XII. 
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rere The Lark and ber bes. 


A LARK having built her neſt in a field 
| of corn, it grew ripe before her young 
were well able to fly. Apprehenſive for their 
We ſhe enjoined them, while ſhe went out 
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in order to provide for their ſubſiſtence, to liſt- 
en very attentively, if they ſhould hear any 
diſcourſe concerning the reaping of the field. 
At her return they told her, that the farmer 
and his ſon had been there, and had agreed to 
ſend to ſome of their neighbours, to aſſiſt them 
in cutting it down the next day. And ſo they 
depend, it ſeems, upon neighbours, ſaid the 
mother: very well: then I think we have 
occaſion to be afraid of tomorrow. The next 
day ſhe went out, and left with them the fame 
injunction as before. When ſhe returned, they 
acquainted her that the farmer and his ſon had 
again been there, but as none oftheirneighbouts 
came to their aſſiſtante, they had deferred reap- 
ing till the next day, and intended to'ſend for 
help to their friends and relations. I think 
we may ſtill venture another day, ſays the mo- 
ther; but however be careful as before, to let 
me know what paſſes in my abſence: | They 
now inform her, that the farmer and his ſon 
had a third' time viſited the field; and finding 
that neither friend nor relation had regarded 
their ſummons, they were determined to come 
the next morning and cut it down themſelves. 
* then, replied the lark, it is time to think 
C 


of 
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\ 
of removing: for as they naw depend only 
upon themſelves for doing their own. . 


mere man r e ö 
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a which: he faw reflected in the water. At the 


fame time, obſerving the extreme fſlenderneſs 


of his legs; | What pity it is, ſaid he, chat ſo 
8 furniſhed with ſo de- 


2 Lſbould be, were my legs in any 
degree anſberable to my horns! In the midſt 
ol this loliloquy, he was alarmed With the cry 

ola pack of hounds,;. He immediately flies o- 
ver che foreſt, and. left his purſuers ſo ſar be- 
bind, that he might probably have eſcaped; 
but taking into a thick wood, his horns were 


2 ſet of ſpindle ſbanks! hat n truly = 


-entangled:in the branches, where he was held 


cke boyhds came up, and tore him in pieces. . 
In his laſt moments, he thus exclaimed—— How 
ill do we judge of our on true advantages! 
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the legs which I deſþiſed would have borne 
me away in ſafety, had not my favourite ant 
. to me to ruin. 


3 A TL. FE: 
The Swallow and other Birds. 


A Spill obſerving a farmer employed in 
ſowing hemp, calted the little birds toge- 
ther, informed them what he was about, and 
told them that hemp was the material from 
which the nets, ſo fatal to the feathered race, 
were compoled : adviſing them unanimouſly 
to join in picking it up, in order to prevent 
the conſequences. The birds, either diſbelle. 
ing his information, or neglecting his advice; 
gave themſelves no trouble about the matter. 
In a little time the hemp appeared above 
ground: the friendly Swallow again addreſſed 
himſelf to them, told them it was not yet too 
late, provided they would immediately ſet a- 
bout the work, before the ſeeds had taken too 
deep root. But they ſtill rejecting his advice, 
he forſgok their ſociety, repaired for ſafety to 
towns and cities, there. built his habitation 
and kept his reſidence: One day, as he was 

C a {kim- 
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{ſkimming along the ſtreet, he happened to ſee a 
large parcel of thoſe very birds, impriſoned in 
a cage, on the ſhoulders of a birdcatcher, Un- 
happy wretches, ſaid he, you now feel the 
puniſhment -of your former neglect, But 
thoſe, who, having no foreſight of their own, 
deſpiſe the wholeſome admonitions of their 


friends, deſerve the miſchiefs which their 


obſtinacy or Henle t dog their 
. heads. Juve . * A. 


e A BY L K xv. 
n. 4 ad the Lop-De 

* as who lived inthe — kimil: Hilke a 

favourite lap-· dog, obſerving the ſuperior 
degree of affection which the little minion en- 
joyed. imagined he had nothing more to do, 
to obtain an equal ſhare in their good graces 
than to imitate the lap-dog's playful and en- 
dearing careſſes. Accordingly, he began td 
friſk about before his maſter, kicking up his 
| heels and braying, in an aukward 'affeQation 
of wantonneſs and pleaſantry. This ſtrange 


behaviour could not fail of raĩſing much laugh. 


Ns which "ny Sr, ee for approbation 
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and encouragement, he proceeded to leap up- 
on his maſter's breaſt, and began very famili- 
arly to lick his face: but he was preſently 
convinced by the force of a good cudgel, that 
what is ſpritely and agreeable in one, may in 
another be juſtly cenſured as rude and imper- 
tinent; and that the ſureſt way to gain eſteem, 
is for every one to act ſuitably to his own na- 
tural genius and character. 


FAB" EE IVE 
The Lion and the Monſe. 


Lion by accident laid his paw upon a poor 
A — mouſe. The obred little os 
ture, imagining ſhe was juſt going to be devour- 
ed, begged hard for her life, urged that clemen- 
cy was the faireſt attribute of power, and earn- 
eſtly intreated his majeſty, not to ſtain his illuf- 
trious paws, with the blood of fo inſignificant 
an animal: upon which, the hon very gene- 
rouſly ſet her at liberty. It happened a few 
days afterwards, that the lion, ranging for his 
prey, fell into the toils of the hunter. The 
mouſe heard his roarings, knew the voice of 
her beneſactor, and immediately repairing to 

* C 3 his 
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his aſſiſtance, gnawed in pieces the meſhes of 
the net, and by delivering her preſerver con- 
vinced him, that there is no creature ſo much 
below another, but may have it in his power 
to return a good office. 


r A ; I. E XVII. 
The Wolf and the Crane. 


1 OL F having with two much greedineſs 
ſwallowed a bone, it unfortunately ſtuck 


in his throat; and in the violence of his pain 
he applied to ſeveral animals, carneſtly intreat- 
ing them to extract it. None cared to hazard 
the dangerous experiment, except the Crane; 
who perſuaded by his ſolemn promiſes of a 
gratuity, ventured to thruſt her enormou 

length of neck down his throat, and ſucceſsful. 
ly performed the operation. When claiming the 
recompence; See the unreaſonableneſs of fome 
creatures, replied the Wolf: have I not ſuffered 
_ thee ſafely to draw thy neck out of my jaws, 
and haſt thou the conſcience to demand a fur- 


„ > 
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F A B L E XVIII. 
The Countryman and the Snake. 


N honeſt Countryman obſerved a Snake 
lying under a hedge, almoſt frozen to 
death. He was moved with compaſhon; and 
bringing it home, he laid it near the fire, and 
gave it ſome new milk. Thus fed and cheriſh- 
ed, the creature preſently began to revive: but 
no ſooner had he recovered ſtrength enough 
to do miſchief, than he ſprung upon the Coun- 
tryman's wife, bit one of his children, and in 
ſhort, threw the whole family into confuſion 
and terror. Ungrateful wretch! ſaid the man, 
thou haſt ſufficiently taught me how judged it 


is, to confer benefits on the worthleſs and unde- 


ſerving. So ſaying, he ſnatched up a hatchet, 
and cut the ſnake in pieces. 


"BY FABLE 
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. The Dog and the Shadow. 

AN ee eee <a ſtolen a piece of 
fleſh from a butcher's ſhop was carrying 

it acroſs a river. The water being clear, and 
the ſun ſhining brightly, he ſaw his own image 
in the ſtream; and fancied it to be another dog, 
with a more delicious morſel: upon which, 
unjuſtly and greedily opening his jaws to nach 
at Ava oe heloſt 7. euer 1 1170 
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HOEBUS and AFEolus had once a dif. 
pute, which of them could ſooneſt prevail 
with a certain traveller to part with his cloak. 
Akolus began the attack, and aſſaulted him 
with great violence. But the man wrapping 
his cloak ſtill cloſer about him, doubled his 
efforts to keep it, and went on his way. And 
uo. Phoebus darted us warm inſinuating £5 | 
whic 
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which melting our traveller by degrees, at length 
obliged him to throw aſide that cloak, which 
all the rage of AEolus could not compel him 
to reſign. Learn hence, faid Phcebus to the bluſ- 
tering god, that ſoft and gentle means will often ac- 
compliſh, what force and fury can never effect. 


FA B I. E XXI. 
Te Wolf and the Maſtiff. 


7 cn AN, half-ſtarved Wolf inadvertently 
ſtrolled in the way of a ſtrong well-fed maſ- 
tiff. The Wolf being much too weak to act up- 
on the offenſive, thought it moſt prudent to ac- 
coſt honeſt Towſer in a friendly manner: and 
among other civilities, very complaiſantly con- 
gratulated him on his goodly appearance. 
Why, yes, returned the maſtiff, I am indeed in 
tolerable caſe; and if you will follow me. you 
may ſoon be altogether in as good a plight. 
The Wolf pricked up his ears at the propoſal, 
and requeſted to be informed what he muſt do 
to earn ſuch plentiful meals. Very little, repli- 
ed the Maſtiff; only drive away beggars, careſs 
my. maſter, and be civil to his family. To theſe 
conditions the hungry Wolf had no objection, 


and 
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and very readily conſented to follow his new 
acquaintance where-ever he would conduct him. 
Ax they were trotting along, the Wolf obſerved 
that the hair was worn in a circle round his 
friend's neck; which raiſed his curioſity to en- 
quire what was the occaſion of it? Nothing, 
anſwered the maſtiff, or a mere trifle; perhaps 
the collar to which my chain is ſometimes faſt- 
ened.— Chain! replied the Wolf, with much 


ſurpriſe; it ſhould ſeem then that you are not 


permitted to rove about where and when you 
pleaſe. Not always, returned Towſer, hanging 
down his head; but hat does that fignify? It 
fignifies ſo much, rejoined the Wolf, that I am 
reſolved to have no ſhare in your dinners: half 


a meal with liberty, is in my eſtimation pre- 


ferable to a full one without ĩt. | 
F A B IL E XXII. 


Fortune and the School-boy. 


| Abe, fatigued with play, threw him- 


ſelfdown by the brink ofa deep pit, where 
he fell faſt allep. Fortune happening to paſs 
by, ſaw him in this dangerous fituation, and 


kindly gave him a tap on the ſhoulder: My dear 


_ 
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child, ſaid ſhe, if you had fallen into this pit, 
I ſhould have borne the blame, tho' in fact the 
accident would have been wholly owing to 
your own careleſsneſs. 


Misfortune, ſaid a celebrated cardinal, is but 
another word for imprudence. This maxim 1s 
by no means abſolutely true: certain, how- 
ever, it is, that mankind ſuffer more evils from 
their own imprudence, than from events which 


are not in their power to control. 


F A B IL. E XXIII. 


The Frog and the Ox. 


Frog, being wonderfully ſtruck with the 
A. ſize and majeſty of an Ox that was grazing 

in the marſhes, could not forbear endeavour- 
ing to expand herſelf to the ſame portly mag- 
nitude. After puffing and ſwelling for ſome 
time: What think you, ſiſter,” ſaid ſhe, * will 
this do?” Far from it. Will this?” By no 
means. But this furely will.” Nothing like 
it. In ſhort, after many ridiculous efforts to 
the ſame fruitleſs ,purpoſe, the ſimple Frog 
burſt her tin and miſerably expired upon the 

ſpot. | | - FABLE 
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The Lion and other Beaſts hunting in Partnerſhiſ. 


' Le6pard, a Lynx, and a Wolf were ambiti- 
ous of the honour of hunting with the Li- 
on. His favage majeſty graciouſly condeſcend- 
edito their deſire. and it was agreed that they 
ſnould all have an equal ſhare in whatever migit 
be taken. They ſcour the foreſt, are unanimous 
in the purſuit, and, after a very fine chace, pull 
down. a noble ſtag. It was divided with great 
dexterity by the Lynx, into four equal parts; 
but juſt as each was going to ſecure his ſhare 
Held, fay#the Lion, let no one preſume to 
ſerve himſelf, till he hath heard our Juſt and 
reaſonabis claims. I ſeize upon the firſt quarter 
by virtue of my prerogative; the ſecond I think 
is due to my ſuperior conduct and courage; T can- 
not forego the third on account of the neceſſi- 
ties of my den; and if any one is inclined to 
diſpute my right to the fourth, let him ſpeak. 
Awed by the majeſty of his frown, and the 
terror of his paws, they filently withdrew, re- 
folving never to hunt again but with" their 
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F A B Lo Bonn NAV 
Tie Ant and the oe 
a1 iſ 

An Ant and a Fly had once a * 

conteſt about precedency, and were argu- 
ing which of the two was the more honoura- 
ble: ſuch diſputes moſt frequently happen a- 
mongſt the loweſt and moſt worthleſs creatures. 
The Fly expreſſed great reſentment, that ſuch 
a poor crawling inſect, ſhould preſume to lie 
baſking in the ſame ſunſhine, with one ſo much 
herſuperior. Thou haſt not ſurely the inſolence. 
ſaid ſhe, to imagine thyſelf of an equal rank 
with me. I am none of your lo mechanic 
creatures who live by their induſtry; but enjoy 
in plenty, and without labour, every thing iat 
is truly delicious. Iplace myſelf uncontro 
upon the heads of kings; I kiſs with freedom 
the lips of beauties; and feaſt upon the choiceſt 
ſacrifices that are offered to the gods. To eat 
with the gods, æeplied the Ant; and to enjoy 
the favours of the fair and the powerful would 


be great honour. indeed, to one Who was an 


invited or a welcome gueſt; but an impertinent 
intruder, who is driven out with averſion and 
7 *" 14. ff , : s 7 


. * , 
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contempt where-ever he appears, has not much 
cauſe methinks to boaſt of his privileges. And 
= as to the honourof not labouring for your ſub- 
liſtence; here too your boaſt is only your diſgrace; 
for hence it is, that one half of the year you 
are deſtitute even of the common neceſſaries 
of life; whilſt I at the ſame time, retiring to 
the hoarded granaries, which my honeſt induſtry 
has filled, enjoy every ſatisfaction, independent 
of * favour archer of wee or of ings. | 


uM 4 b 5 15 * XXI. 


1 len "| >» 141 : Nabe 


ie, 7 The He and th tow P. 


2 4yotas ! Ps 3 6218 1 {$11.1 
T Brenda; 1 
journey which led through a dangerous 

foreſt; mutually promiſed: to aſſiſt each other, 
in Whatever manner they might be aſſaulted. 
They had not proceeded far, before they per- 
ceived a Bear making towards'thena with great 
rage. There were no hopes in flight; but one 
of: them being very active, ſprung up into a 
tree; upon which, the other; throwing himſelf 
flat on the ground, held his breath, and pre- 
tended to be dead; remembering to have heard 

it aſſerted, that this creature will not prey upon 


11 
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a dead carcaſe. The hear came up,/ and after 
ſmelling to him ſome time, left him, and went 
on. When he was fairly out of ſight and hear- 
ing, the hero from the tree calls out—Well, my 
friend, what ſaid the Bear? He ſeemed to hi 


per you very cloſely, He did fo, replied 
other, and gave me this good piece of advice; 


never to affociate with a wretch, who in the 
hour of danger will deſert his Friend. 


T A B I. E XXVI. 


Tie Bull and the Gnat. 


Conceited Guat, fully verfnaded of his 

own importance, having placed himfelf on 
the horn of a Bull, expreſſed great uneaſineſs 
leſt bis weight ſhould be incommodious; and 
with much ceremony begged the Bull's pardan 
for the liberty be ha had taken; aſſuring him that 
he would immediately remove, if he preſſed 
too hard upon him. Give yourſelf no uneaſi- 
neſs on that account, replied the Bull, I beſeech 
you: for as I never perceived when you ſat 
down, e Ment you vehenaver 
22. think fit to riſe . 


FABLE 
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r A B L E xxVII. 


The Waſh and the u. 


Ph of every-kind are beſt 
detected ee to their Works. 


Some honey-combs being claimed by aſwarm | 


of Waſps, the right owners proteſted. againſt 


their demand, and the cauſe was referred to a 


Hornet. Witneſſes being examined, they de- 


poſed that certain winged creatures, who had 
a loud hum, were of a yellowiſh colour, and 
ſomewhat like Bees, were obſerved a conſidera- 
ble time hovering about the place where this 


- [neſt was found. But this did not ſufficiently 


decide the queſtion; for theſe'charaReriſtics,” 
the hornet obſerved, agreed no leſs with the 


Bees than with the Waſps. At length; à ſen- 


fible old Bee offered to put the matter upon 


this deciſive iſſue; Let a place be appointed. 
_ aid he, by the court, for the plaintiffs and de- 


ſendants to work in: it will then ſoon appear 
which of us are capable of forming ſuch fegu- 


ur cells, and afterwards of filling them with fo 


delicious a fluid. The Waſps refuſing to agree 


to this propoſal, ſuſhciently convinced thejudge 


"SEE" On 
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on which fide the right lay, and he'decreed the 
honeycomb accordingly. 


F AB L E XXIX. 


The Old Man and Death. 


* 


Fee Old Man quite ſpent with carrying 
a burthen of ſticks, which with much labour 
he had gathered in a neighbouring wood, called 
upon death to releaſe him from the fatigues he 
endured. Death hearing the invocation, was 
immediately at his elbow, and aſked him what 
he wanted. Frighted and trembling at the un- 
expected appearance O good fir! ſaid he, my 

burthen had like to have ſlipt from me, and 

being unable to recover it myſelf, I only im- 


plored your aſſiſtance to replace it on my ſhould» 


ers. 


— 


” 
o 


/ 


DD FABLE 


34 ANCIENT FABLES. 
A BL E XX; 


R em Country- Mouſe had once the ho- 
nour to receive a viſit from an old acquain- 

tance belonging to the court. The Country- 
mouſe, extremely glad to ſee her gueſt, very 
| hoſpitably ſet before her the beſt cheeſe and ba- 
con which her cottage afforded, and as to their 
beverage, it was the pureſt water from the ſpring. 
The repaſt was homely indeed, but the welcome 
hearty: they ſate and chatted away the evening 
together very agreeably, and then retired in peace 
and quiemęſs each to her little cell. The next 
morning when the gueſt was to take her leave. 

ſhe kindly preſſed her country friend to accom- 
pany her; ſetting forth in very pompous terms, 
the great elegance and plenty in which they lived 
at court. The Country-Mouſe was eaſily pre- 
vailed upon, and they ſet out together. It was 
late in the evening when they arrived at the 
palace; however, in one of the rooms, they 
found the remains ofa ſumptuous entertainment. 
There were creams, and jellies, and ſweetmeats; 
and 


' 
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and every thing, in ſhort, of the moſt delicate 
kind: the cheeſe was Parmeſan, and they wetted 
their whiſkers in exquiſite champaign. But be- 
fore they had half finiſhed their repaſt, they were 
alarmed with the barking and ſcratching of a 
lap-dog; then the mewing of a cat frighted them 
almoſt to death; by and bye, a whole train of 
- ſervants burſt into the room, and every thing 
was ſwept away in an inſtant. Ah! my dear 
friend, ſaid the Country-Mouſe, as ſoon as ſhe 
had recovered courage enough to ſpeak, if 
your fine living is thus interrupted with fears 
and dangers, let me return to my plain food, 
and my peaceful cottage: for what is elegance, 


without eaſe; or plenty, with an aching heart? 
FB IL E XXXI. 


/ The Fox and the Goat. 
. and aGoattravellin g together, inavery 
ſultry day, found themſelves exceedingly 
thirſty; when looking round the country in or- 
der to diſcoyer a place where they might proba- 
bly meet with water, they at length deſcried a 


CNY en CREEP They both 
eagerly 
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eagerly deſcended, and having ſufficiently allay- 
ed their thirſt, began to conſider how they ſhould 
get out. Many expedients for that purpoſe were 
mutually propoſed, and rejected. At laſt the 
crafty Fox cried out with great joy, I have a 
thought juſt ſtruck into my mind, which I am 
confident will extricate us out of our difficulty : 
do you, ſaid he to the Goat, only rear yourſelf - 
up upon your hinder legs, and reſt your fore 
feet againſt the fide of the pit. In this poſture, 
I will climb up to your head, from whence I 
| ſhall be able, with a ſpring, to reach the top: 
and when I am once there, you are ſenſible it 
will be very eaſy for me to pull you out by the 
| horns. The ſimple Goat liked the propoſal well; 
and immediately placed himſelf as directed: by 
means of which, the Fox without much difficulty, 
gained the top. And now, ſaid the Goat, give me 
the aſſiſtence you promiſed. Thou old fool, 
replied the Fox, had'ſt-thou but half as much 
brains as beard, thou would'ſt never have belie- 
ved thatI would hazard my own life to ſave thine, 
However, I will leave with thee a piece of ad- 
vice, which may be of ſervice to thee hereafter, 
if thou ſhould'ſt have the good fortune to make 
thy eſcape: *© Never venture into a pit again, 
r | before 
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before thou haſt well conſidered how to get out 


of it.“ 


F AB IL E XXXII. 


The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 


A Stork was unfortunately drawn into com- 
pany with ſome Cranes, who were juft ſet- 
ting out on a party of pleaſure, as they called it, 
which in truth was to rob the fiſh-ponds of a 
neighbouring Farmer. Our ſimple Stork a- 
greed to make one; and it ſo happened, that 
they were all taken in the fact. The Cranes 
having been old offenders, had very little to 
ſay for themſelves, and were preſently diſpatch- 
ed: but the Stork pleaded hard for his life; he 
urged that it was his firſt fault, that he was not 
naturally addicted to ſtealing fiſh, that he was 
famous for piety to his parents, and in ſhort, 
for many other virtues. Your' piety and virtue, 
ſaid the Farmer, may for aught I know be ex- 
emplary ; but your being in company with thieves 
renders it very ſuſpicious; and you muſt there- 
fore ſubmit with patience to ſhare the ſame pun- 


i/kment with your companions. 
| | wy FABLE 
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FABLE XXXII. 


The Oak and the Willow. 


A Conceited Willow had once the vanity to 
challenge his mighty neighbour the Oak, 
to a trial of ſtrength. It was to be determined 
by the next ſtorm, and AEolus was addreſſed by 
both parties, to exert his moſt powerful efforts. 
This was no ſooner aſked than granted, and a 
violent hurricane aroſe: when the pliant Wil- 
low, bending from the blaſt, or ſhrinking under 
it, evaded all its force: while the generous 
Oak diſdaining to give way, oppoſed its fury, 
and was tornupby the roots, Immediately the 
Willow began to exult and to claim the victory: 
when thus the fallen Oak interrupted his exul- 
tation; Calleſt thou this a trial of ſtrength ? Poor 
wretch! not to thy ſtrength, but weakneſs; not to 
thy boldly facing danger, but meanly ſkulking 
from it, thou oweſt thy preſent ſafety. I am an 
Oak, though fallen; thou ſtill a Willow, though 
unhurt: but who, except ſo mean a wretch as 


thyſelf, would prefer an ignominious life, preſer- 
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ved by craft or cowardice, to the glory of meet- 
ing death 1n a brave contention? 


FA B LE XXIV. 
Die Boy and the Filberis. 


A Certain Boy, as Epictetus tells the fable, 
put his hand into a pitcher, where great 
te. of figs and filberts were depoſited: he 
graſped as many as his fiſt could poſſibly hold, 
but when he endeayoured to pull it out, the , 
narrowneſs of the neck prevented him. Un- 

' willing to loſe any of them, but unable to draw 
out his hand, he burſt out into tears, and bit- 
terly bemoaned his hard fortune. An honeſt 
fellow who ſtood by, gave him this wiſe and 
reaſonable advice; — Graſp only half the quan- 
tity, my boy, and you will eafily furceed. at 


F AB L E XXXV. 


The Satyr and the Traveller. 


Ar man travelling in the depth of winter, 


through Gn foreſt, no inn to receive 
24 him 
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him, no human creature to befriend or comfort 
him, was in danger of being ſtarved to death. 
At laſt however he came to the cave of a Satyr, 
where he intreated leave to reſt a while, and 
ſhelter himſelf from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. The Satyr very civily complied with his 
requeſt. The man had no ſooner entered, than 
he began to blow his fingers. His hoſt, ſur- 
prized at the novelty of the action, was curious 
to know the meaning of it. I do it, ſaid the 
Traveller, to warm my frozen joints, which are 
benumbed with cold. Preſently afterwards the 
Satyr having prepared a meſs of hot gruel to re- 
freſh his gueſt, the man found it neceflary to 
blow his porridge too. What, inquired the 
Satyr, is not your gruel hot enough? Ves, re- 
plied the Traveller, too hot; and I blow it to 
make it cooler. Do you ſ0?. quoth the Satyr; 
then get out of my cave as faſt as you can: for 
I deſire to have no communication with a crea- 


ture, that blows hot and cold with the ſame breath. 


1 
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Fi A B LE NXNAXVL 


The Horſe and the Stag. 


EFORE the uſe of Horſes was known in 
the world, one of thoſe noble animals, hav- 
ing been inſulted by a Stag, and finding him- 
ſelf unequal to his adverſary, applied to a man 
for aſſiſtante. The requeſt was eaſily granted, 
and the man putting a bridle in his mouth, and 
mounting upon his back, ſoon came up with 
the Stag, and laid him dead at his enemy's feet. 
The Horſe having thus gratified his revenge, 
thanked his auxiliary: And now will I return 
in triumph, ſaid he, and reign the undiſputed 
lord of the foreſt. By no means, replied the 
man; I ſhall have occaſion for your ſervices, 
and you muſt go home with me. So ſaying, 
he led him to his hovel, where the unhappy 
ſteed ſpent the remainder of his days in a labo- 
rious ſervitude; ſenſible too late, that how 
pleaſing ſoever revenge may appear, it always 
coſts more to a generous mind than the purchaſe 
is worth.” 751 


FABLE 
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The Farmer ond his 2 


A ing W old Farmer, « had ſor ſome 
ined in his health, perceiving 
— had not many days to live, called his 
Sons together to his bed fide. My dear chil- 
dren, ſaid the dying man, I leave it with you 
as my laſt injunction,. not to part wick the farm 
which bas been in our family theſe hundred 
years: for to diſcloſe to you a ſecret which 
I received from my father, and which I now 
think proper to communicate to you, there is 
a treaſure ara hens in the grounds; though 
I never could diſcover the particularſpot where 
it lies concealed, However, as ſoon as the har- 
velt is got in, ſpare ho pains in the ſeatch, and 
I am well aſſured you will not loſe your la- 
bour. The wiſe old man was no ſooner laid 
in his grave, and the time he mentioned arrived. 
than his Sons went to work, and with great 
vigour and alacrity turned up again and again 
evety foot of ground belonging to their farm: 
the ganſequence of which was, although they 
did not find the Em of their purſuit, that 
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their lands yielded a far more plentiful crop than 
thoſe of their neighbours. At the end of the 
year, when they were ſettling their accounts, 
and computing their extraordinary profits, I 
would venture a wager, ſaid one of the brothers 
more acute than the reſt, that this was the con- 
cealed wealth my father meant. I amy ſure, at 
leaſt, we have found by experience, that“ In- 


duſi i is itſelf a treaſure.” 
F AB L E XXXVIIL. 
The Lion and the Gnat. 


A Vaunr: thou paltry, contemptible in- 
ſect! faid a proud Lion one day to a Gnat 
that was friſking about in the- air near his den. 
The Gnat, enraged at this unprovoked inſult. 
yowed revenge, and immediately ſettled upon 
the Lion's neck. After having ſufficiently teized 
him in that quarter, ſhe quitted her ſtation and 
retired under his belly; and from thence made 
her laſt and moſt - formidable attack in his noſ- 
trils, where ſtinging him almoſt to madneſs, the 
Lion at length fell down, utterly ſpent withrage, 
vexation, and pain, The Gnat having thus a- 
| | bundantly 
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bundantly gratified her refentment, flew off in 
great exultation: but in the heedleſs tranſports 
of her ſucceſs, not ſufficiently attending to her 
own ſecurity, ſhe found herſelf in her retreat 
unexpectedly entangled in the web of a ſpider; 
who ruſhing out inſtantly upon her, put an end 
at once to her triumph and her life. 


This fable inſtructs us, never to ſuffer ſucceſs 
ſo far to tranſport us, as to throw us off our 
guard againſt a reverſe of fortune. 


F A B L E XXXIX. 
Yo © The Miſer and his Treaſure. 


Aber having ſcraped together a conſidera- 
ble ſum of money, by denying himſelf the 


common conveniencies of life, was much em- 


barraſſed where to lodge it moſt ſecurely. After 
many perplexing debates with himſelf, he at 
length fixed upon a corner in a retired field, 
where he depoſited his Treaſure, and with it his 
heart, in a hole which he dug for that purpoſe. 
His mind was now for a moment at eaſe; but he 
had not proceeded many paces in his way home, 

| ' when 
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when all his anxiety returned; and he could 
not forbear going back to ſee that every thing 
was ſafe. This he repeated again and again; till 
he was at laſt obſerved by a labourer who was 
mending a hedge in an adjacent meadow. The 
fellow concluding that ſomething extraordinary 
muſt be the occaſion of theſe frequent viſits, 
marked the ſpot; and coming in the night in 
order to examine it, he diſcoyered the prize, and 
bore it off unmoleſted. Eatly the next morn- 
ing, the miſer again renewed his viſit; when 
finding his treaſure gone, he broke out into the 
moſt bitter exclamations. A traveller, who hap- 
pened to be paſſing by at the ſame time, was 
moved by his complaints to enquire into the oc- 
caſion of them. Alas! replied the miſer, I have 
ſuſtained the moſt cruel and irreparable loſs! 
ſome villain has robbed me of a ſum of money, 
which I buryed under this ſtone no longer ago 
than yeſterday. Buryed! returned the traveller 
with ſurprize; a very extraordinary method truly 
of diſpoſing of your riches! Why did you not 
rather keep them in your houſe, that they might 
be ready for your daily occaſions? Daily occaſions! 
reſumed the miſer, with an air of much indigna- 
tion; do you imagine I ſo little know the value of 
| , money, 
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money, as to ſuffer it to be run away with by 
occaſions? on the contrary, I had prudently reſolved 
not to touch a ſingle ſhilling of it. If that was 
your wiſe reſolution, anſwered the traveller, I 
ſee no ſort of reaſon for your being thus afflic- 
ted: it is but putting this ſtone in the place of 

ur Treaſure, and it will anſwer all your pur- 
poſes full as well. 


„ A B IL. E XI. 
" Mineroa's Olive. 


. HE gods, ſay the heathen mythologiſts, 
| have each of them their fayourite tree, Ju- 
piter preferred the oak, Venus the myrtle, and 
Phcebus the laurel; Cybele the pine, and Her- 
cules the poplar. Minerva, continues the my- 
thologiſt, ſurprized they ſhould chooſe barren 
trees, alked Jupiter the reaſon. —It is, ſaid he, 
to prevent any ſuſpicion that we confer the hon- 
our we do them, for the ſake of their fruit. Let 
folly ſuſpe& what it pleaſes, returned Minerva; 
I ſhallnot ſcruple to acknowledge, that I make 
choice of the Olive for the uſefulneſs of its fruit. 
O daughter, replied the father of the gods, it is 

with 
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with juſtice that men eſteem thee wiſe; for no- 


thing is truly valuable that is not uſeful, 
FA B LE ALL 


EN often judge wrong from ſome fooliſh 

prejudice; and whilſt they perfiſt in the 

defence of their miſtakes, are ſometimes brought 
to ſhame by inconteſtible evidence. 


A certain wealthy patrician, intending to treat 
the Roman people with ſome theatrical enter- 
tainments, publiſhed a reward to any one who 
could furniſh out a new or uncommon diverſi- 
on. Excited by emulation, the artiſts aſſembled 
from all parts; among whom, a mimick well 
| known for his arch wit, gave out that he had a 
kind of entertainment that had never yet been 
produced upon any ſtage. 


This report being ſpread about, brought the 
whole city together. The theatre could hardly 
contain the number of ſpectators. And when 
the artiſt appeared alone upon the ſtage, without 
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any apparatus, without any prompter or aſſiſt- 
ant, curioſity and ſuſpence kept the ſpectators 
in a profound hlence. 


On a ſudden the performer thruſt down his 
head into his boſom, and mimicked the ſqueak- 
ing of a young pig ſo naturally, that the au- 
dience inſiſted upon it, he had one under his 
cloak, and ordered him to be ſearched. Which 
being-done, and nothing appearing, they load- 
ed the man with encomiums, and: honoured 


him with the moſt extravagant applauſe. 


A Country fellow obſerving what paſt—*Faith 
ſays he, I can do this better than he: and imme- 


diately gave out that he would perfom the 


ſame much better the next day. Accordingly, 
greater crowds afſembled: prepoſſeſſed however 


in fayour of the firſt artiſt, they fit prepared to 


laugh at the clown, rather than to judge fairly 
of his performance. 


They both came out upon the ſtage. The 
mimick grunts away firſt, is received with vaſt 
aplauſe, and the loudef acclamations. Then 


the een . that he concealed 


' alittle 
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little pig under his cloak, (which in fact he did) 
| pinched the ear of the animal, till he made him 

ſqueak. The people exclaimed aloud that the 
firſt performer had imitated the pig much 
more naturally, and would haved hiſſed the 
countryman off the ſtage: but he produced the 
real pig from his boſom, and convincing them 
by a viſible proof of their ridiculous error; 
See, gentlemen, ſays he, what ay ſort of ey 


you are. 
FA BE EM 
The Dog and the Crocodile. 


W E can never be too carefully guarded a- 
gainſt a connection with perſons of a 
„ N= eee 


As 2 Dog was dion the banks of the Nile, 
he grew thirſty; but fearing to be ſeized by the 
monſters of that river, he would not ſtop to fa- 
tiate his drought, but lapped as he ran. A Cro- 
codile raiſing his head above the ſurface of the 
water, aſked him, Why he was in ſuch a hurry? 
He had often, he ſaid, wiſhed for his acquaintance, 
and thould be glad to embrace the preſent op- 
E portunity. 
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portunity. You do me great honour, {aid the 
Dog, but it is to avoid ſuch companions as you, 


that I am in bo much haſte. 
551 A 5 L. fe III. 
The Walf in Diſguiſe: 


D ESIGNIN G hypocrites — * lay 
LF themſclves open to diſcovery, by over. act 
ing their n 


A Wolf who by his frequent viſits to a flock 
of ſheep in his neighbourhood, began to be ex- 
- tremely well known to them, thought it expe- 
dient, for the more ſucceſsfully carrying on op 
depredations, to appear in a new character. 
this end he diſguiſed himſelf in a ſhepherf's 
habit; and reſting his fore-feet upon a ſtick, 
which ſerved him by way of crook, he ſoftly 
made his approaches towards the fold. It hap- 
pened that the ſhepherd and his dog were both 
of them extended on the graſs, faſt aſleep; ſo 
that he would certainly have ſucceeded in his 
project, if he had not imprudently attempted to 
imitate the ſhepherd's voice. The horrid noiſe 
anakened them both: when the Wolf, encum- 
- | bered 
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bered with his diſguiſe, and finding it impoſſi- 
ble either to reſiſt, or to flee, yielded up his 
life an eaſy prey to the ſhepherd's dog. 


F ( 
The Bee and the Spider. * 


T# E Bee and the Spider once entered into 
a warm debate, which was the better artiſt. 
The Spider urged her kill in the mathematics; 
and aſſerted that no one was half ſo well ac- 
quainted as herſelf with the conſtruction of 
lines, angles, ſquares, and circles: that the web 
the daily wove was a ſpecimen of art inimitable 
by any other creature in the univerſe: and be- 
ſides, that her works were derived from her- 
ſelf alone, the product of her own bowels; 
. whereas the boaſted honey of the bee, was ſtolen 
from every herb and flower of the field; ny. 
that ſhe had obligations even to the meafief 
weeds. To this the Bet replied, that ſhe Was 
in hopes the art of extracting honey from the 
meaneſt weeds, would at leaſt have been allow- 
ed her as an excellence; and that as to her ſteal- 
ing ſweets from the” hetbs and flowers of the- 


field 
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field, her ſkill was there ſo conſpicuous, that no 
flower ever ſuffered the leaſt dimunition of its 
fragrance from ſo delicate an operation. Then, 
as to the Spider's vaunted knowledge in the 
conſtruction of lines and angles, ſhe believed ſhe 
might ſafely reſt the merits of her cauſe, on the 
regularity alone of her combs;but fince ſhe could 
add to this, the ſweetneſs and excellence of her 
honey, and the various purpoſes to which her 
wax was employed, ſhe had nothing to fear from 
a compariſon of her {kill with that of the wea- 
ver of a flimſy cobweb; for the value of every 
art, ſhe obſerved, is chiefly to be eſtimated 5 


its ue 
br AB IL E XIV. 


The 4fs and this Maſter nee a 


A Diligent Aſs, that had long ſerved a ſevere 
maſter, daily loaded beyond his ſtrength, 
and kept but at very ſhort commons, happened 
one day in his old age to be oppreſſed with a 
burthen of earthen-ware.. His ſtrength being 
much impaired, and the road deep and uneyen, 
he unfortunately made a trip, and unable to 


recover 
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recover himſelf, fell down, and broke all the 
veſlels to pieces. His Maſter tranſported with 
rage, began to beat him with great violence. 
To whom the poor Aſs, lifting up his head as 
he lay on the ground, thus ſtrongly remonſtra- 
ted: Unfeeling wretch ! to thy own avaritious 
cruelty, in firſt pinching me of food, and then 
loading me beyond my ſtrength, thou oweſt 
the misfortune which thou ſo unjuſtly imputeſt 
to me. 


r A B L E XIVI. 
The Cock and the Faw 


A 1 old Cock was ſetting b 
ſelf to rooſt upon a high bough, when 2 
Fox appeared under the tree. I am come, ſaid 
the artful hypocrite, to acquaint you in the 
name of all my brethren, that a general peace 

is concluded between your whole family and 
ours. Deſcend immediately I beſeech you, that 
we may mutually; embrace upon ſo joyful and 
unexpected an event. My good friend, replied 
the Cock, nothing could be more agreeable to 
me than this news: and to hear it from you in- 


creaſes my ſatisfaction, But I fpy two grey- 


hounds 


hounds at a diſtance coming this way, who are 
probably diſpatched as couriers with the treaty. 


As chey run very ſwiftly, and will certainly be 
here in a few minutes, I will wait their arrival. 


that We may all four embrace together. Rey- 
nard well knew that if this was: the caſe, it was 
no time for him to remain there any longer: 
pretending therefore to be in great haſte; adieu. 
ſaid he, for the preſent; we will reſerve our re- 
joicings to another opportunity: upon which he 
darted into the woods with all imaginable. ex- 


pedition. Old Chanticleer ng ſooner ſaw him 


depart, than he crowed abundantly in the tri- 
umph of his artifice; for by. a harmleſs ſtrata- 


gem to diſappoint the malevolent intentions of 


thoſe ho are endeavouring to deceive us * 
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Jo 1 Baer and, the Crow 1120 6 


172 0 miſtake our own talents, or ovenrate 
our abilities, is always ridiculous, and ſome- 


times dangerous 
ho + Fagle, k. from the top ofa high mountain, 
* 5 a at a lamb, pounced it, and bore. it 


away 


- 
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away to her young. A Crow, who had built 
her neſt in acedar near the foot of the rock, ob- 
ſerving what paſſed; was ambitious of perform- 
ing the fame exploit: and darting from her 
neſt, fixed her talons in the fleece of another 
lamb. Bat neither able to move her prey, nor 
diſentangle her feet, the was taken by the ſhep- 
herd, and carried away for his children to play 
with: who eagerly enquiring what bird it was, — 
An hour ago, ſaid he, ſhe fancied herſelf an Ea- 
gle; however, I ſuppoſe the is by this time 


ant wor e «ate 
* A „ I E XIV. 
The en gh Wy: 


Stag, Me had leſt at ſome diſtance a pack 
of hounds, came up to a Farmer. and deſir- 
ed he would ſuffer him to hide himſelſ in a little 
coppice which joined to his houſe. The Farmer, 
on condition that he would: fotbear to entey a 
field of wheat, which lay before him, and Was 
now ready for the ſickle, immediately gave him 
leave; and promiſed not to betray him. The 
ſquire with his _ — and in- 


quiring 
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quiring whether he had not ſeen the Stag; No, 
ſaid the Farmer, he has not paſſed this way, 
Laſſure you: but, in order to curry favour at 
the ſame time with his worſhip, he pointed flaly 
with his finger to the place where the poor 
beaſt lay concealed. This however, the ſportſ- 
man, intent on his game, did not obſerve, but 
paſſed on with his dogs acroſs the very field. 


As ſoon as the Stag perceived they were gone, 


he prepared to ſteal off, without ſpeaking a 


thank me, at leaſt, for the refuge I have afford - 
ed 88 Yes, ſaid the Stag, and had your hands 


as honeſt as your tongue, I certainly 
TO bur all the teturn that a double dealer 
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12 and Tyner Ser ſeized on a doe 
fawn, which they immediately killed. This 
they had no ſooner performed. than they fell 
to fighting, in order to decide whoſe 3 
it aud be. . was ſo bloody, and 
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ſo obſtinate, that they were both compelled, 
 thro' wearineſs and loſs of blood, to defiſt; 
and lay down by mutual conſent, totally diſabled. 
At this inſtant, a wily Fox unluckily came by; 
who, perceiving their ſituation, made bold to 
ſeize the conteſted prey, and bore it off unmo- 
leſted. As ſoon as the Lion could recover 
breath, How fooliſh, ſaid he, has been our con- 
duct! Inſtead of being contented as we ought, 
with our reſpethve ſhares; our ſenſeleſs rage has 
rendered us unable to prevent this nn Tos 
from e 4% us of wo he whole | 


A 3 , 2 1 nil 


The Lin and th 4. . 
Conceited Aſs had once the impertinence 
to bray forth ſome contemptuous ſpeeches 
againſt the Lion. The ſuddenneſa of the in- 
ſult, at firſt raiſed ſome emotions of wrath in 
his breaſt: but turning his head and perceiving 
from whence it came, they immediately ſubfid- 
ed, and he very ſedately walked on, without 
deigning to honour the contemptible creature, 
even ſo much as with an angry word. 
2147, FABLE 
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9 of a Hedgehog half Rabel 


with-cokd;/ a Snake was once perſuaded to re- 
ei de him into her cell. He was no ſooner en- 


tered, than his prickles began to be very unea- 


ſy to his companion: upon which the Snake 


defired he would provide himſelf another lodg- 
ing, as ſhe found her apartment was not large 
enough to accommodate both. Nay, ſaid the 


hedge-hog, let them that are uneaſy in their ſitu- 


ation exchange it; for my own part, I am — 
well contented; wliere I am; and if you arò n 


8 are welcome to „ 
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A Trainprer in a certain army, happened to 
be taken priſoner.” He was ordered imme- 


diately to edit, but pleaded in excuſe for 
himfelf, that it was unjuſt a perfon ſhould fuf- 
fer death, who, far from an intention of mil 
chief, did not even wear an offenſive weapon. 
So much the rather; replied one of the enemy, 
ſhalt thou die; ſince without any deſign of fight- 
ting thyſelf, thou exciteſt others to the bloody buſi- 
neſs: for he that is the abettor of a bad action, is 
at leaſt equally guilty with him that commit A 
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them had it moſt in their power to make nian- 
kind unhappy. Fortune boaſted that ſhe could 
take from men every external good; and bring 
upon them every external evil. Be it ſo, re- 
plied Vice; but this is by no means ſufficient 
to make them miſerable, without my aſſiſtance: 


whereas without yours, I am able to render 


them completely ſo; nay, in ſpite too of all 
your « endeavours to make them happy. 


7 A B I. E IV. 


1 e to be "9 by a Bee; the 
pain was ſo acute, that in the madneſs of 


revenge he ran into the garden, and ovetturned 


the hive, vowing the deſtruction of the whole 


race. This outrage provoked their anger to a 
high degree, and brought the ſwarm upon him. 


In all this fury They attacked him with 
ſuch violence, that his life was in danger, and 
it was with the utmoſt difficulty that he made 
his eſcape, wounded from head to tail. In this 
deſperate condition, lamenting his misfortune, 


and licking his ſores, he Sola not forbear re- 
flecting 


1 
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flecting, how much more adviſeable it had been 
to have patiently acquieſced under one injury. 


than thus by an unprofitable reſentment to have 
provoked a thouſand. 
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Abl and his Gon were e ieee Aſs 
to market, in order to ſell him. That 
he might get thither freſh and in good condi- 
tion, they drove him on gently before them. 
They had not gone far, when they met a com- 
pany of travellers. Sure, ſay they, you are 
mighty careful of your Aſs: methinks one of 
ou might as well get up and ride, as let him 
on at his eaſe, while you trudge after him 
on foot. In com pliance with this advice, the 
Ol out, oe his Son upon the beaft. They 
14 f F had 


a 
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had ſcarce n a quarter of a mile . 


when they met another company. You idle young 


rogue, ſaid one of the party, why don't you 


get down, and let you poor father ride? Upon 


this, the old man made his Son diſmount, and 
got up himſelf. In this manner they had not 
marched many 1 when a third company 


| began to inſult the father, You hard-hearted;' 
unnatural 'wretch, ſay they, how can you ſuffer 


| that poor lad to wade through the dirt, while 
| ke an alderman ride at ygur'taſe? The 
good natured miller ſtood correfted, and im- 
mediately took his Son up behind him. And 


i 


now, the next man they met exclaimed with 


more vehemence and indignation tlian all the 


reſt, Was there ever ſuch a couple of lazy 
boobies? to overload in fo unconſcionable. a 
manner a poor dumb creature, ho is far leſs 
abi to carry them than they are to carry him: 

The good old man, perplexed with variety of 
nid, . half inclined to make the experi- 
ment, but was fufficiently convinced by this 
time, that there cannot be à more fruitleſs at- 
mne nde endeavour r 
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The Sorcereſs. 


Nis HT and ſilence had now given repoſe 
to the whole world; when an old illnatur- 
ed Sorcereſs, in order to exerciſe her infernal 
arts, entered into a gloomy wood, that trembled 
at her approach. The ſcene of her horrid in- 
cantations was within the circumference of a 
large circle; in the center of which an altar was 
raiſed, where: the hallowed vervain blazed in 
triangular flames, while the miſchievous: hag 
pronounced the dreadful words, which bound all 
hell in obedicnce to her charms. - She blows 
a raging peſtilence from her lips into the neigh» 
bouring folds; the innocent cattle die, to afford 
a fit ſacrifice to the infernal deities. The moon, 
by powerful ſpells drawn down from her orb, 
enters the wood: legions of ſpirits from Pluto's 
realms appear before the altar, and demand her 
pleaſure. Tell me, ſaid-ſhe, where I ſhall find 
what I have loſt, my favorite little dog. How! 
—cryed they all, enraged—Impertinent Bel- 
* * 5 order of-nature be . and 
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the repoſe of every creature @:ſturbed, for the ſake 
of thy little dog ? 


TA Le mn. 
rage "The Gonelin 


| 1 WO ).tevilien happened onitheir j journey 
to be engaged in a warm diſpute about the 
colour of the Camelion. One of them affirmed 
that it was blue; that he had ſeen it with his own 
eyes, upon the naked branch of a tree, feeding 
on the air, in a very clear day. The other ſtrong- 
ly afferted that it was green, and that he had 
viewed it very cloſely and minutely on the 
broad leaf of a fig tree. Both of them were po- 
ſitive, and the diſpute was riſing to a quarrel: 
but a third perſon luckily: coming by, they a- 
greed to refer the queſtion to his deciſion. Gen- 
temen, ſaid the arbitrator, with a ſmile of great 
ſelſ· ſatis faction, you could not have been more 
lucky in your reference, as I happen to have 
caught one of them laſt night: but indeed you 
are both miſtaken, for the creature is totall 
black. Black! cryed they both; impoſſible! Nay 
quoth the umpire, with great aſſurance, the mat- 
ter 
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ter may foon be decided, for I immediately en- 
cloſed my Camelion in a little paper box, and 
here he is. So ſaying, he drew it out of his 
pocket, opened his box, and behold it-was as 
white as ſnow. » The poſitive diſputants looked 
equally ſurpriſed, and equally confounded: 
while the ſagacious reptile, aſſuming the air of 
2 philoſopher, thus admoniſhed them: ye chil- 
dren of men, learn diffidence and moderation in 
your opinions. "Tis true, you happen, in the 
preſent inſtance to be all in the right, and have 
only conſidered the ſubject under different cir- 
cumſtances; but pray, for the future, allow o- 
ther men to have eyeþght as well as yourſelves; 
nor wonder if every one prefers the ty we 
New own ſenſes, to enn 8. N 


F A B L E IV. 
The Wolf and the Lamb. 


AS of ſheep were feeding in a meadow, 
| while their dogs were aſleep, and their 
ſhepherd at a diſtance playing on his pipe be- 
neath the ſhade of a ſpreading elm. A young 


r un Lamb, obſerving a half: ſtarved 
F3 Wolf - 
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Wolf peeping throw the pales of the encloſure, 


entered into converſation. with him. Pray, 


what are you ſeeking forthere? ſaid the Lamb. 


I am looking, replyed the Wolf, for ſome ten- 
der graſs; for nothing, you know, is more plea- 
ſant than to feed in a freſh paſture, and to flake 
ones thirſt at a cryſtal ſtream: both Which, 1 
perceive, you enjoy within theſe pales in their 
utmoſt perfection. Happy creature! continued 
he, how much I envy you your lot! who are 
in poſſeſſion of the utmoſt I deſire: for I have 
long been taught by philoſophy, to be ſatisfi d 
with a little. It ſeems then, returned the lamb, 
that thoſe who ſay you feed on fleſhꝭ accuſe 
you falſely, fince a little graſs will eaſily con- 


tent you. If this be true, let us for the future 


live like brethren, and feed together. So ſay- 
ing, the ſimple Lamb imprudently crept through 


the fence, and became at once a prey to our | 


pretended philoſopher, and a facrifice to her 


own inexperience and credulity. 
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The Fox and the Bramble, 


NT cloſely purſued by a pack of dogs, t 
ſhelter under the covert of a Bramble. 
rejoiced in this aſylum, and for a while was ve- 


ry happy: but ſoon found, that if he attempted 
tq ſtix, he was wounded by thorns and prickles, 
on every ſide. However, making, a virtue of 
neceſſuy, he forbore to complain; and comfort- 
ed himſelf with. reflecting, that no bliſs is perfect; 
that,good;and. cuil are mixt, and flow. from the 
ſame fountain. Theſe briars indeed, ſaid he, 
will tear my {kin a, little, yet they keep off the 
dogs. For the ſake of the good then, let me 
bear the evil with patience: each bitter has its 
ſweet, and theſe Brambles though they wound 
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F A B IL E VI. 
The Falcon and the Hen, 


Dee circumſtances make the ſame 


action right n a virtue or a vice. 


of all the creatures I ever kin, ſaid eb 
to a Hen, you are certainly the moſt ungrateful. 

What inſtance of ingratitude, replied the Hen, 
can you juſtly charge upon me? The greateſt, 
returned the Falcon; ingratitude to your high- 
eſt benefactors, men. Do they not feed you 


every day, and ſhelter you every night? Never- 


thelefs, when they endeavour” to court , ou to 
them, you ungratefully forget all their Modus; 
and fly from them as from an enemy. Now I, 
who am wild by nature, and no way obliged 40 
them; yet upon the leaſt of their careſſes, ſuffer 
to be taken, and go, or come at their com- 
mand. All this is very true, replied the hen, but 


there may be a ſufficient reaſon both for my fear, 


and for your familiarity: I believe you never ſaw a 


i |} 
144229 * ſingle 
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ſingle Falcon roaſting at the fire; whereas Ihave 
ſeen a hundred Hens truſſed for that purpoſe. 


F AB L E. VI. 
Wm 1 


As two men were travelling on the nds one 
of them eſpied a bag of money lying on 
the ground; and picking it up, I am in luck this 
morning, ſaid he, I have found a Bag of Money. 
Yes, replied the other; though; methinks, you 
ſhould not fay 1, but We have found it; for 
when to friends are travelling together. they 
ought equally to ſhare in any accidental good 
fortune that may happen to attend them. No. 
replied the former, it was I that ſaund it, and I 
muſt inſiſt upon keeping it. He had no ſooner. 
ſpoken the words, than they were alarmed with 
a hue and cry after a thief, who had that morn- 
ing taken a purſe upon the road. Lord, ſays 
the finder, this is extremely unfortunate, ue 
ſhall certainly be ſeized. Good Sir, replied: 
the other, be pleaſed not to ſay We but I as 
you would not allow me a ſhare in the prize, 
—— — r the 


puniſhment.” | 10 014 100 
bon | FABLE 


14 MODERN FABLES. 


EDA BY it, 


17 The diſcontented Aſs. / 


PP the depth of winter 4 poor Aſs prayed 


heartily for the ſpring, that he might ex- 


change a cold lodging, and a heartleſs truſs bf 


ſtraw, fot a little warm weather and a mouthful 
of freſu graſs. In; a ſhort time, according to 
his wiſli, the warm weather, and the freſh; graſs 
came on; but brought with them ſo much toil 
and buſineſs, that he was ſoon as weary of the 
ſpring as before of the winter; and he no be- 
came impatient for the approach of ſummer. 
Summer arrives: but the heat, the harveſt work, 
and other drudgeries and inconveniencies of 
the ſeaſon, ſet him as far from happaneſs as be- 
fore; which he now flattered himſelf would be 
found in the plenty of autumn. But here 100; 
he is difappointed; for what with the carrying 


of apples, roots, feweh for the winter, and other 


proviſions, he was in autumn more ſatigued 
than ever. Having thus trod round the cirele 
of the year ina courſe of reſtleſs labour. uneaſi- 
neſs and diſappointmentʒ and ſound no ſeaſon. 
nor Ration of life, without its buſineſs ant ats 

14127 trouble; 
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trouble; he was forced at laſt to acquieſce in the 


cold comfort of winter, where his complaint be- 
gan; convinced that münden in Ges 


happineſs. 
i 4.3 LE 1x. 


The tuo Springs. K* 4 
N Springs which iſſued from the ſame 


mountain, began their courſe together: 
one of them took her way in a ſilent and Sete 
ſtream, while the other ruſhed along wi 
ſounding and rapid current. Siſter, ſaid the 
latter, at the rate you move, you will ptobably 
be dried up before you advance much farther: 
whereas, for myſelf, I will venture a wager, that 
within two or three hundred furlongs I ſhall 
become navigable, and after diſtributing com- 
merce and wealth wherever I flow, I ſhall'ma- 
jeſtically proceed to pay my tribute to the ocean: 
fo-farewel, dear fiſter, . atid patiently ſubmit to 
your fate. Her ſiſter made no reply: but calm- 
ly deſcending to the meadows below, increaſed 
her ſtream by numberleſs little rills, which the 
collected in her progreſs, till at length ſhe * 
ary - 5 ena 
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enabled to riſe into a confiderable riuer: whilſt the 
proud ſtream, who had the vanity to depend 
folely on her own ſufficiency, continued a /hal- 
low brook, and was glad at laſt to be helped for. 
ward, by throwing herſelf into the arms of her 


ceaſed Be en 2 AT 
FA BL E X. 


1: E232 44 

Fine wad oi 3 fell. 5 in deve with 
a beautiful Roſe, who expanded her charms 
in a neighbouring parterre. Matters were ſoon 
adjuſted between them, and they mutually yow- 
ed eternal fidelity. The Butterfly, perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with the ſucceſs of his amour, took a 
tender leave of his miſtreſs, and did not return 

again till noon. What! ſaid the Roſe, when 
ſhe ſaw/him approaching, is the ardent paſſion 
you vowed, ſo ſoon extinguiſhed ? It is an age 
fince you paid me a viſit. But no wonder; for 
Fobſerved you courting by turns every flower 
in the garden. You little coquet, replyed the 
Butterfly, it well becomes you truely, to reproach 
9D 7. PY 
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py the example which you yourſelf have ſet me. 
For, not to mention the ſatis faction with which 
you admitted the kiſſes of the fragrant zephyr; 
did I not ſee you diſplaying yourcharms to the 
bee, the fly, the waſp, and in ſhort, encouraging 
and receiving the addrefles of every buzzing 
inſect that fluttered within your view? 


15 u will be a 0 uet e 222" 
eee ar ä 


r A B I. E XI. 
The Tortoiſe and the two Ducks... 


ANITY -and idle curiofity are qualities 
which generally prove deſtructive to thoſe 
ws ſuffer themſelves to be governed by N 


8 Tortoiſe; weary of paſſing her: days i in the 
fame obſcure corner, conceived a wonderful in- 


elination to viſit foreign countries. Two Ducks, 
whom the ſimple Tortoiſe acquainted with her 
intention, | undertook to oblige her upon the 
occafion. Accordingly they told her, that if ſhe 
n faſten her mouth to the middle of a * 

& 
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they would take the two ends, and tranſport 
her wherever ſhe choſe to be conveyed. The 
Tortoiſe approved of the expedient; and every 
thing being prepared, the Ducks began their 
flight wich her. . They had not travelled far in the 
air, when they were met by a crow, who en- 
quiring hat they were bearing along, they re- 
plyed, the queen of the Tortoiſes. The Tortoiſe, 
vain of the new and unmerited appellation, 
was going to confirm the title, when o 

her mouth for that purpoſe, ſhelet go her hold, 
and was daſhed to pieces by her fall. 


4 py A B ur 2 XII. 
m cu uu 
eres ee he , ele do 


voc among the vermin of his neigbour- 
hood, that not a fingle Rat or Mouſe dared ven- 
ture to appear abroad. Puſs was ſoon convin- 
ced, that if affairs remained in their preſent ſi- 
tuation, he muſt be totally unſupplied with pro- 
villon. After mature deliberation therefore, he 
reſolved to have recourſe to ſtratagem. For this 


= og he — himſelf from a ſhelf with 
his 


. 
Vp 
x 
* 
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his head downwards, pretending to be dead. 
The Rats and Mice obſerving him, as they peep- 
ed from their holes, in this dangling attitude, 
concluded he was hanged for ſome miſdemea- 
nor; and with great joy immediately ſallied 
forth in queſt of their prey. Puſs, as ſoon as a 
ſufficient number were collected together, quit- 
ting hold, dropped into the midſt of them; and 
very feẽ had the fortune to make good their 
retreat. This artifice having ſucceeded ſo well. 
he was cncouraged to try the event of a ſecond. 
Accordingly. he whitened his coat all over, by 
rolling himſelf in a heap of flour, and in this 
diſguiſe lay concealed in the bottom of a meal 
tub. This ſtratagem was executed in general 
with the ſame effect as the ſormer. But an old 
experienced Rat, altogether as cunning as her 
adverſary, was not ſo eaſily enſnared. I don't 
much like, ſaid ſhe, that white heap yonder; 
ſomething whiſpers me, there is miſchief con- 
cealed under it. Tis true, it may be meal; but 
it may likewiſe be ſomething that I ſhall not 
reliſh quite ſo well. There can be no harm; at 

leaſt, in keeping at a proper diſtance: — 
DT Rn Nene nt 
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JONES Xl. 6 
| The Country Maid and her Milk-pai. | 


W HE N wen fuſſer ene to 
amuſe them with the proſpect of diſtant 


| and uncertain improvements of their condition; 
1 they frequently ſuſtain real loſſes, by their in- 
attention to thoſe affairs in which they are im- 
an concerned. i 
, A Country Maid Was walking very delibe- 
rately with a pail of milk upon her head, when 
ſue fell into the following train of reflections. 
The money for which I ſhall ſell this Milk, will 
enable me to increaſe my ſtock of eggs to three 
hundred. Theſe eggs, allowing for what may 
prove addle, and what may be deſtroyed by 
vermin, will produce at leaſt two hundred and 
fifty chickens. The chickens will be fit to car- 
$ ry to market about Chriſtmas, when poultry al- 
| 5 ways bear a good price: ſo that by May-day, 1 
ol cannot fail of having money enough to pur- 
= chaſe a new gown. Green let me'confider, — 
| yes, green becomes my complexion bet, and 
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green it ſhall be. In this dreſs I will go to the 
fair, whete all the young fellows will-ſtrive to 
have me for a partner: but I ſhall perhaps re- 
fuſe every one of them, and with an air of diſ- 
dain toſs from them Tranſported with this tri- 
umphant thought, ſhe could not forbear acting 
with her head what thus paſſed in her imaginati- 
on; when dowt came the Pail of Milk; and all 


her imaginary kappings vaniſhed in a moment. 
＋ R B L E XIV. 
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/ 4 
hi Bede whoſeeyes were U ſo dim 
by age, that he could not diſcern his prey at the 
bottom of the waters, bethought himſelf of a 
ſtratagem to ſupply his wants. Hark you, friend, 
ſaid he to a Gudgeon hom he obſerved ſwims 
ing nel dhe ſurface of à certain canal, if you 
have attyTegard for yourſelf or your brethren, - 
go this moment — m from __ 
4: 9 40 that 
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that the owner of this piece of water is deter- 
mined to drag it a week hence. The Gudgeon 
immediately ſwam away, and made his report 
of this terrible news to a general aſſembly of the 
Fiſh; who unanimouſlly agreed to ſend him back 
as their embaſſador to the Cormorant. The pur- 
port of his commiſſion was to return him their 
thanks for the intelligence; and to add their in- 
treaties, that, as he had been ſo good as to in- 
form them of their danger, he would be graci- 
oully pleaſed to put them into a method of eſ- 
caping it. That I will moſt readily, returned the 
_ artful Cormorant, and aſſiſt you with my beſt 
ſeryices into the bargain. You have only to 
collect yourſelves together at the top of the 
water, and I will undertake to tranſport you 
one by one to my own refidence, by the fide of a 
ſolitary pool, to which no creature but myſelf 
ever found the way. The project was perfectly 
well approved by the unwary: Fiſh, and with 
great expedition executed by the deceitful Cor- 
morant; who having placed them in a ſhallow 


water, the bottom of which his eye could eaſily 
diſcern, they were all devoured by him in their 
turns, as his hunger or his luxury required, *- 
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F. A B 1 
The Atheiſt and the Acorn. 


T was the fool who faid in hh There 
is no God: into the breaſt of a wiſe man, ſuch 
z thought could never have entered. One bf 
thoſe refined Reaſoners commonly called Mi- 
nute Philoſophers, was ſitting at his caſe beneath 
the ſhade of a large oak, while at his fide the 
weak branches of a pumpion were trailed upon 
the ground. This put our great logician into 
his old train of reaſoning againſt providence. 
Is it conſiſtent with common ſenſe, ſaid he, that 
infinite wiſdom ſhould create ſo large and ſtately 
a tree, with branches of ſuch prodigzous ſtrength, 
to bear ſo ſmall and infignificant a fruit as an 
acorn? Or that ſo weak a ſtem as that of a pum- 
pion, ſhould be loaded with ſo diſproportioned 
a weight? A child may RA as ee Pai 
In the midſt af — curious 
dropt an Acorn, from one of the higheſt 3 
es of the oak, full upon his head. How ſmall 
a trifle may overturn the ſyſtems of mighty phi- 
ers! Struck with the accident, he could not 
82 help 
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help crying out, How providential it is that this 
was not a pumpipn! |  __©7 


F A B I. E XVI 
The Lynx and the Mole. oo 


'NDER the covert of a thick wood, at the 
foot of a tree, as a Lynx lay whetting his 
teeth, and waiting for his prey; he eſpyed a 
Mole, concealed under a hillock of her own 
raiſing. Alas, poor creature, ſaid the Lynx, 
how much I pity thee! Surely Jupiter has been 
very unkind, to debar thee from the light of 

the day, which rejoices. the whole creation. 
Thou art certainly not above half alive; and 
it would be doing thee a ſervice, to put an end 
to ſo unanimated a being. I thank you for 
your kindneſs, replyed the Mole, but I think I 
have full as much vivacity as my ſtate and cir- 
cumſtances require. For the reſt, I am perfect- 
ly well contented with the faculties which Ju- 
Piter has allotted me, who I am ſure wants not 
our direction in diſtributing his gifts with pro- 
I have not, tis true, your piercing eyes; 


. I have ears which ane all my * 
| full 


* 
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full as well. Hark! for example, I am warned, 

by a noiſe which I heat behind you, to fly 

from danger. So ſaying, he ſlunk into the 

earth, while a Javelin from the arm of a hunter, 
| Pierced this quick-ſighted Lynx to the heart. 


r A B L E XVII. 
The Spider and the Silk-worm. 


H OS E arts are moſt . which are 
of greateſt uſe. 
! z 
A Spider buſied in rg his web from 
one fide of the room to the other, was aſked by 
an induſtrious Silk-worm, to what end he ſpent 
ſo much time and labour, in making ſuch a 
number of lines and circles? The Spider angri- 
ly replyed, Do not difturb me, thou ignorant 
ching: I tranſmit my ingenuity to poſterity, and 
| fame is the object of my wiſhes. Juſt as he had 
fpoken, Suſan the chambermaid, coming into 
the room to feed her Silk-worms, ſaw the Spi- 
der at his work; and with one ſtroke of her 
broom, ſweeps him away, and deſtroys at once 
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r 4 5 IL E xXvn. 


The Boe nd te Fh. 


A Bee obſerving a Fly friſking _ her ee 
aſked him in a very paſſionate tone, what 
he did there? Is it for ſuch ſcoundrels as you, 
ſaid ſhe, to intrude into the company of the 
queens of the air? You have great reaſon true- 
ly, replyed the Fly, to be out of humour: I am 
fure they muſt be mad, who would have any 
concern with ſo quarrelſome a nation. And 
why ſo? thou ſaucy malapert, returned the en- 
raged Bee; we have the beſt laws, and are go- 
verned by the beſt policy in the world. We 
feed upon the moſt fragrant flowers, and all our 
buſineſs is to make honey: honey, which equals 
nectar, thou unſayory wretch, who liveſt upon 
nothing but putrefaction and excrement. We 
live as we can, rejoined the Fly: poverty, I hope, 
is no crime; but paſſion is one I am ſure. The 
honey you make, is ſweet I grant you; but 
your heart is all bitterneſs: for to be revenged 
on an enemy, you'll deſtroy your own life; 
and are ſo inconſiderate in your rage, as to do 
more miſchief to yourſelf than to your adverſa- 
e Fa my ry. 
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ry. Take my word for it, one had better have 
leſs conſiderable talents, and uſe them with more 


Fp A B L E XIX. 
Genius, Virtue, and Reputation. 


ENIUS, Virtue, and Reputation, WS 
great friends, agreed to travel over the 
iſland of Great Britain, to ſee whatever might 
be worthy of obſervation. But as ſome misfor- 
tune, ſaid they, may happen to ſeparate us; let 
us conſider before we ſet out, by what means 
we may find each other again. Should it be 
my ill fate, ſaid Genius, to be ſevered from my 
friends, which heaven forbid! you may find 
me kneeling in devotion before the tomb of 
Shakeſpear; or rapt in ſome grove where Mil- 
ton talked with angels; or muſing in the grotto 
where Pope caught inſpiration. Virtue, with 
a ſigh, acknowledged, that her friends were not 
very numerous: but were I to loſe you, ſhe cry- 
ed, with whom I am at preſent ſo happily uni- 
ted I ſhould chuſe to take ſanctuary in the tem- 
ples of religion, in the palaces of royalty, or in 
_ — domes of miniſters of ſtate: but as it 
G4 may 
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may be my ill fortune to be there denyed admit- 
tance, enquire for ſome cottage where Content- 
ment has a bower, and there you will certainly 
find me. Ah, my dear friends, ſaid Reputati- 
on very earneſtly, you I perceive, when miſſing, 
may poſſibly be CEOS but take care, I in- 
treat you, always to keep ſight of me, for if I 
am once loſt, I am never to be retrieved. 


Fo. Þ: : TI; E XX. 2 
N UE 


The Court of Dea. 


EATH, the king of 1 on the anni- 

verſary of his coronation, was determined 
to chuſe his prime miniſter. His pale courtiers. 
the ghaſtly train of diſeaſes, were all ſummoned 
to attend, and each preferred his claim to the 
honour of this illuſtrious office. Fever urged 
the numbers he deſtroyed; cold Palſy ſet forth 
his pretentions, by ſhaking all his limbs; and 
Dropſy, by his ſwelled unwieldly carcaſe. Gout 
hobbled up, and alledged his great power in 
racking every joint; and Aſthma's inability to 
ſpeak, was a ſtrong, tho' filent argument in fa- 
vour of his claim. Stone and Cholic pleaded | 
their Rome; "Og his rapid progreſs. in 
7; de- 
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deſtruction; and conſumption, tho' flow, inſiſted 
that he was ſure. In the midſt of this conten- 
tion, the court was diſturbed with the noiſe of 
muſic, dancing, feaſting, and'reyelry; when im- 
mediately entered a lady, with a bold laſcivious 
air, and a fluſhed and jovial countenance: | ſhe 
was attended on one hand by a troop of cooks 
and bacchanals; and on the other, by a train 
of wanton youths and damſels, who danced 
half naked to the ſofteſt muſical inſtruments: 
Her name was Intemperance. She waved her 
hand, and thus addreſſed the crowd of diſeaſes: 
Give way, ye ſickly band of pretenders, nor 
dare to vie with my ſuperior merits in the ſer- 
vice of this great monarch. Am not I your 
parent? the author of your beings? Do ye not 
derive your power of ſhortening human life; 
almoſt wholly from me? Who then fo fit as I 
myſelf, for this important office? The griſly 
Monarch grinneda ſmile of approbation, placed 
her at his right hand, and ſhe immediately be- 
came his prime favourite, and principal miniſter... 
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F A B L E XXI. 
Induftry and Sloth. 


Hs many live in the world as uſeleſs, as 

if they had never been born? They paſs 
through life, like a bird through the air, and 
leave no track behind them: waſte the prime of 
their days in deliberating what they ſhall do; and 
bring them to a period, without coming to any 
determination. 
An indolent young man, being aſked why 
he lay in bed ſo long, jocoſely and careleſsly an- 
ſwered Every morning of my life I am hearing 
cauſes. I have too fine girls, their names 
are Induſtry and Sloth, 3 at my bed ſide, as 
ſoon as ever I awake, preſſing their different 
ſuits. | One intreats me to get up, the other 
\ perſuades me to lie ſtill: and then they alter- 
nately give me various reaſons, why I ſhould riſe, 
and why I ſhould not. In the mean time, as 
it is the duty of an impartial judge to hear all 
that can be ſaid on either fide; before the plead- 
ings are over, 1t is time to go to dinner. 


FABLE 
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RNA B L E XX 
Tie Hare's Ears. 


A N Elk having accidentally gored a Lion, 
f the monarch was ſo. exaſperated, that he 
ſent forth an edit, commanding all horned 
beaſts on pain of death, to depart his dominions. 
A Hare obſerving the ſhadow of her ears, was 
much alarmed at their long and lofty appear- 
ance; and running to one of her friends, ac- 
quainted him that ſhe was reſolved to quit the 
country. For ſhould I happen, ſaid ſhe, how- 
ever undeſignedly, to give offence to my ſupe- 
riors, my Ears may be conſtrued to come with- 
in the horn- act. Her friend ſmiled at her ap- 
prehenſions: and aſked, how it was poſſible that 
ears could be miſtaken for horns? Had I no 
more ears than an oſtrich, replyed the Hare, I 
would not truſt them in the hands of an infor- 
mer: for truth and innocence. are arguments of 
little force, againſt the —_ of yoni and malice 
in in conjuntion. 
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Fi A B IL E XXIII. 
The Hermit and ebe Bear. | 


N imprudent friend. often does as oath 
miſchief by his 00 great teal, as the worſt 
enemy could effect by his make. 5 8 
A conaly te x 5-6 done 3 office 
to Bear, the grateful creature was ſo ſenſible 
of his obligation, — he begged to be admit - 
ted as the guardian and companion of his ſoli- 
tude. The Hermit willingly accepted his offer; 
and conducting him to his cell; they paſſed their 
time together in an amicable manner. One 
very hot day, the Hermit having laid him down 
to ſleep, the officious Bear employed hifnſelf in 
driving away the flies from his patrons face. But 
in ſpite of all his care, one of the flies perpetu- 
ally returned to the attack, and at laſt ſettled 
upon the Hermit's noſe. Now I ſhall have you, 
moſt certainly. ſaid the Bear; and with tlie beſt 
intentions imaginable, gave him a violent blow 
on the face; which very effectually indeed de- 
moliſhed the fly, but at the ſame time moſt ter- 


W bruiſed his benefaQor's features. 
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F AB L E XXIV. 
The Paſſenger and the Pilot. 
II had blown a violent ſtorm at ſea, and the 


1 whole crew ofaveſlel were in imminent dan- 
ger of ſhipwreck. After the rolling of the waves 
-was ſomewhat abated, a certain Paſſenger who 
had never been at ſea before; obſerving the Pi- 
lot to have appeared wholly unconcerned even 
in their greateſt danger, had the curioſity to 
alk him what death his father dyed. What 
death? ſaid the Pilot; why he periſhed at ſea, 
as my grandfather did before him. And are 
not you afraid of truſting yourſelf to an element 
that has proved thus fatal to your family? A- 
fraid! by no means; why, we muſt all dye: is 
not your father dead? Yes, but he dyed in his 
bed. And why then are not you afraid of 
truſting yourſelf to your bed? Becauſe I am 
there perfectly ſecure. It may be ſo, replyed 
the Pilot; but if the hand of providence is e- 
qually extended over all places, there is no 
more reaſon for me to be afraid of going to ſea, 
than for you to be afraid of going to bed. 


- /- {x A FABLE 
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SA B I. Z':; XV 
The jartiel Feder 


n= came to a bend lawyer, ex- 
great concern for an accident 

— —— he ſaid had juſt happened. One of your 
oxen, continued he, has been gored by an un- 
lucky bull of mine, and I ſhould be glad to 
know how I am to make you reparation. Thou 
art a very honeſt fellow, replyed the lawyer, and 
wilt not think it unreaſonable that I expect one 
of thy oxen, in return. It is no more than juſ- 
tice, quoth the farmer, to be ſure; but what did 
I ſay?—I miſtake—lt is your bull that has killed 
one of m oxen. Indeed! ſays that 
alters the caſe: I muſt enquire into e Lffair, 
and if — And if ſaid. the farmer the buſineſs I 
find would have been concluded without an if; 
had you been as ready to do juſtice to —_— 


as to exact it from them. 


FABLE 
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FTA BE VL 
The Fox that had loſt his Tail. 


A Fox having been unwarily caught in a trap, 
with much ſtruggling and difficulty, at 
length diſengaged himſelf; not however with- 
out being obliged to leave his tail behind him, 
The joy he felt at his eſcape, was ſomewhat a- 
bated when he began to conſider the price he 
had paid for it: and he was a good deal morti- 
fyed by reflecting on the ridiculous figure he 
ſhould make among his brethren, without a 
Tail. In the agitation of his thoughts upon 
this occaſion, an expedient occurred to him 
which he reſolved to try, in order to remove 
this diſgraceful ſingularity. With this view he 
aſſembled his tribe together, and ſet forth in a 
moſt elaborate ſpeech, how much he had at 
heart whatever tended to the public weal: he 
had often thought, he ſaid, on the length and 
buſhineſs of their Tails; was verily perſuaded 
that it was much more burthenſome than orna- 
mental, and rendered them beſides an eaſier 
prey to their enemies. He earneſtly recom- 
mended it to them therefore, to diſcharge them- 

as | ſelves 
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ſelves of ſo uſeleſs andgangaous an incumbrance, 
My good friend, replyed an old Fox, who had 
liſtened very attentively to his harangue, we 
are much -obliged to you, no doubt, for the 
concern you exprels upon our account: but pray 
turn about before the company, for I. cannot 
tor my life help ſuſpecting, that you would not 
be quite ſo ſollicitous to eaſe us of our Tails, if 


you had not unluckily loſt ee 
* A 5 os XXVII. 
Tue Mullen and his Son. 


FOE Nobleman, much infected by ſuper- 
ſtition, dreamed one night that his only 
Son, a youth about fifteen years of age, was 
thrown from his horſe as he was hunting, and 


Filled upon the ſpot. This idle dream made 


ſo ſtrong an impreſſion upon the weak and cre- 
dulous father, that he formed a reſolution never 
more to ſuffer his Son to partake of this his 
favourite diverſion. The gext morning that 
the hounds went out, the young man requeſted 
permiſſion to follow them; but inſtead of receiv- 
ing it, as uſual; his father acquainted him with 


his ans: and peremptorily enjoyned him to 
forbear 
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forbear the ſport, The youth, greatly mortify- 
ed at this unexpected refuſal, left the room 
much diſconcerted, and it was with ſome diffi- 
culty that he reſtrained his paſſion from inde- 
cently breaking out in his father's preſence. 

But upon his return to his own apartment, paſſ- 
ing thro" a gallery of pictures, in which was a 
piece repreſenting a company of gypſies telling 
a country girl her fortune — Tis owing, ſaid 
he, to a ridiculous ſuperſtition of the ſame 
kind with that of this ſimple wench, that I am 
debarred from one of the principal pleaſures of 
my life: at the ſame time, with great emotion 
ſtriking his hand againſt the canvas, a ruſty old 
nail behind the picture ran far into his wriſt, 
The pain and anguiſh of the wound threw the 
youth into a violent fever, which proved too 
powerful for the {kill of the phyſicians, and in 
a few days put an end to his life: illuſtrating an 
obſervation, that an over cautious attention to 
avoid evils, often brings them upon us; and that 
we frequently run headlong into misfortunes, by 
the very means we purſue to avoid them. 


H FABLE 


98 MODERN FABLES 


ö Allens miſſed aun 9 out of his 
grounds, and, after having diligently ſought 
for it in vain, when he could by no other means 
gain intelligence of ĩt. betook himſelf at laſt to 
his prayers, Great Jupiter, ſaid he, ſhew me 
but the villain. who has done me this injury, 
and I will give thee i in ſacrifice the fineſt kid 
from my flock. He had no ſooner uttered his 
; petition, than turning the corner of a wood, 
he was ſtruck with the fight of a monſtrous 
lion, preying on the carcaſe of his heifer. 
ITrembling and pale, O Jupiter, cryed he, I of- 
fered thee a, kid if thou wauld' ſt grant my peti- 
tion: I now. offer thee a bull 1 A wilt ne 
e eee il 
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F A B L E XXIX. 
The Eagle and the Ou. 


AN Eagle and an Owl having entered into 
a league of mutual amity; one of the ar- 
ticles of their treaty was, that the former ſhould 
not prey upon the younglings of the latter. 
But tell me, ſaid the Owl, ſhould you know 
my little ones if you were to ſee them? Indeed 
I ſhould not, replyed the eagle; but if you de- 
ſcribe them to me, it will be ſufficient. You 


are to obſerve then, returned the Owl, in the 


firſt place, that the charming creatures are per- 
ſectly well-ſhaped; in the next, that there is a 
remarkable ſweetneſs and vivacity in their coun- 
tenances; and then there is ſomething in their 
voices ſo peculiarly melodious—'Tis enough, 
interrupted the Eagle; by theſe marks I can- 
not fail. of diſtinguiſhing: them: and you may 
depend upon their never receiving any injury 
from me. It happened not long afterwards, 
as the Eagle was upon the wing in queſt of his 
prey, that he diſcovered amidſt the ruins of 
an old caſtle, a neſt of grim-faced, ugly birds, 


with gloomy conntenances, and a voice like 
| Hs that 


5 
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that of the furies. Theſe undoubtedly, ſaid 
he, cannot be the offspring of my friend, and 
ſo I ſhall venture to make free with them. He 
had ſcarce finiſhed his repaſt and departed, 
when the Owl returned; who finding nothing 
of her brood remaining but the mangled car- 
caſes, broke out into the moſt bitter excla- 
mations againſt the cruel and perfidious au- 
thor- of her calamity. A neighbouring bat, 
who over-heard her lamentations, and had been 
witneſs to what had paſſed between her and the 
Eagle, very gravely told her; that the had no 
body to blame for this misfortune but herſelf: 
whoſe blind prejudices in favour of her children. 
had prompted her to give fuch a deſcription of 
them as did not reſemble them in any one ſin- 
gle feature or quality. | $4] 
Parents ſhould very carefully guard againſt 
that weak partiality towards their children, 
which renders them blind to their failings and 
imperfections: as no diſpoſition is more likely 
to prove prejudicial to their future welfare. 


FABLE 
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Fi. A. Bu Li TMX; 


The Plague among the Beaſts. 


A tes diſtemper once raged among the 


beaſts, and ſwept away prodigious num- 
After it had continued ſome time with- 

out — it was concluded in an aſſembly 
of the brute creation to be a judgment inflicted 

upon them for their ſins, and a day was appoint- 
ed for a general confeſſion; when it was agreed, 


that he who appeared to be the greateſt ſinner, 


ſhould ſuffer death, as an atonement for the reſt. 
The Fox was appointed father conſeſſor upon 
the occaſion; and the lion with great generolity 
condeſcended to be the firſt in making public 
confeſſion. For my part, ſaid he, I muſt own 
I have been an enormous offender; I have kill- 
ed many innocent ſheep in my time; nay once, 
but it was a caſe of neceſſity, I made a meal of 
the ſhepherd. The Fox, with much gravity, ac- 


knowledged that theſe in any other than the 
King would have been mexpiable crimes; but that 


his majeſty had certainly a right to a few filly 
ſheep, nay, and to the ſhepherd too, in a caſe 
of neceſſity. The judgment of the Fox was 
. Hg ap- 
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applauded by all the ſuperior ſavages; and the 
Tyger, the Leopard, the Beat, and the Wolf, 
made confeſſion of many enormities of the like 
ſanguinary nature: Which were all palliated or 
excuſed with the ſame lenity and mercy; and 
their crimes accounted ſo venial as ſcarce. to de- 
ſerve the name of offences. At laſt, a poor pe- 
nitent Aſs, with great contrition acknowledged, 
that once going thro' the parſon's meadow, be- 
ing very hungry, and tempted by the ſweetneſs 
of the graſs, he had cropt a little of it, not 
more however in quantity than the tip of his 


tongue: he was very ſorry for the miſdemean- 


= 
— 


his carcaſe. | | 2 A 


our, and hoped Hope! exclaimed the Fox with 
fingular zeal, what canſt thou hope for, after 
the commiſſion; of ſo heinous a crime? What! 


eat the parſon's graſs! O ſacrilege! This, this 


is the flagrant wickedneſs, my brethren; which 
has drawn the wrath of heaven upon our heads; 
and this the notorious: offender; whoſe. death 
muſt make atonement for all our tranſgreſſions. 
So ſaying, he ordered his entrails for ſacrifice, - 


and the reſt of the CR ITIND 5 


* 1 7 $1 


FABLE 
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F A B I. E XXXI. 
The Cat, the Cock, and the young Mouſe. 
A Young Mouſe, 'who had ſeen very little of 


the world, came running one day to his 
mother in great haſte O mother, ſaid he, I 


am frighted almoſt to death! I have ſeen the 


moſt extraordinary creature that ever was. He 
has a fierce angry look, and ſtruts about upon 
two legs. A ſtrange piece of fleſh grows on 
his head, and'another under his throat, as red 
as blood. He flapped his arms againſt his ſides, 
as if he intended to riſe into the air; and ſtretch- 
ing out his head, he opened a ſharp-pointed 
mouth ſo wide, that I thought he was preparing 
to ſwallow me' up: then he roared at me ſo hor- 
ribly, that I trembled every joint, and was glad 
to run home as falt as I could. If I had not 
been frighted away by this terrible monſter, I 
was juſt going to ſcrape acquaintance with 
ttieſt creature you ever ſaw. She had a 
furr Kin, thicker than ours, and all beautifully 
ſtreaked with black and grey; with a modeſt 
book, and a demeanour ſo humble and courte- 
ny that methought I could have fallen in love 
4 7* H4 with 
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with her. Then ſhe had a fine long tail, which 
ſhe waved about ſo prettily, and looked ſo ear- 
neſtly at me, that I do believe ſhe was juſt going 
to ſpeak to me, when the horrid monſter fright- 
ed me away. Ah, my dear child, ſaid the mo- 
ther; you have indeed eſcaped being devoured, 
but not by that monſter you was ſo much afraid 
of: which in truth was only a bird, and would 
have done you no manner of harm. Whereas 
the ſweet cteature, of whom you ſeem ſo fond, 
was no other than a Cat; who, under that h. 

cal countenance, conceals the moſt invete- 
rate hatred to all our race, and ſubſiſts entirely 
by devouring Mice. Learn from this incident, 
my dear, never whilſt ou lire e Nene on outward 
e x 5556 


ie. A. B. L E,.XXXIL( . 
The Farmer and. tis Dog. 36 


\ Farmer who had juſt ſtepped into his field 

to mend a gap in one of his fences, found 
at his return, the cradle where he had leſt his 
only child afleep, turned upſide down, the 
cloaths all torn and bloody, and his Dog lying 
near it heſmeared * with blood. Immedi- 
ately 
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ately conceiving that the creature had deſtroyed 
his child, he inſtantly daſhed out his brains 
with the hatchet in his hand: when turning up 
the cradle, he found his child unhurt, and an 
enormous ſerpent lying dead on the floor, kill- 
ed by that faithful Dog, whoſe courage and 
fidelity in preſerving the life of his ſon, de- 
ſerved another kind of reward. Theſe affecti 
circumſtances afforded him a firiking leſſon, 
how dangerous it is too haſtily to give way to 
* blind impulſe of a ſudden R a Un 


F A B L X XXIII. 
The Gnat and the Bee. 
* Gnat half ſtarved with cold and pinched 


with hunger, came early one morning to a 
Bee-hive, begged the relief of charity, and of- 
fered to teach mulic in the family. on the hum- 
ble terms of diet and lodging. The Bee re- 
ceived her petitioner with a cold civility, and 
deſired to be excuſed. I bring up all my chil- 
dren, ſaid ſhe, to my own uſeful trade, that 
they may be able when they grow up, to get 
an honeſt livelihood by their induſtry. Be- 


22 how do you think I could be ſo impru- 


$ TK dent 
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dent as to teach them an art, which I ſee has 
reduced its profeffor to indigence and beggary? 


FP A n U E xxxlv. 


- The Oel and the Eagle. 


N Owl Cat blinking in the an of a hol- 
lo tree, and arraigned the brightneſs of 
je Fig What is the uſe of its beams, ſaid ſhe, 
but to dazzle ones eyes ſo that one- cannot ſee 
a mouſe. For my part, T am at a loſs to con- 
ceive for what | | 
created. We had certainly been much better- 
without it. O fol replyed an Eagle perched 
on a branch of the ſame tree, to rail at excel- 
lence which thou canſt not taſte; and not to 
eive that the fault is not in the ſun. 4 
in thyſelf. All, tis true, have not faculties to 
underſtand,” or powers to enjoy the benefit of 
it: but muſt the buſingſ and the pleaſures of the 
world be obſtruted, chat an On _ ry | 
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F ABLE XXXV. 


The fel Lim; the Fe, and the H 


Lion, having frfeited himſelf with feaſting 

too luxuriouſly on the carcaſe of a wild 
bite; was feized with a violent and dangerous 
diſorder. -- The beaſts of the foreſt flocked in 
great numbers to pay their reſpects to him upon 
the occaſion. and ſcarce one was abſent except 
the Fox. The Wolf, an illnatured and mali- 
cious beaſt, ſeized this opportunity to accuſe the 


Fox of pride, ingratitude, and diſaffection to his 


majeſty. In the midſt of his invective, the Fox 
entered; Who having heard part of the Wolf's 
accuſation, and obſerving the Lion's counte- 
nance to be kindling into wrath, thus adroſtly 
excuſed himſelf, and retorted upon his accuſer. 
With a tone of zealous loyalty he addreſſed the 
aſſembly thus: May the king live for ever! then 
turning to the Lion— l ſee many here, who 
with mere lip-ſervice have pretended to-ſhew 
you their loyalty: but for my part, from the 
moment I heard of your majeſty's illneſs,” neg- 
letting uſeleſs compliments, I employed myſelf 
day and night to enquire. among the moſt 
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learned phyſicians, an infallible remedy for your 
diſeaſe, and have at length happily been inform- 
ed of one. It is a plaiſter made from part of 
the ſkin of a Wolf, taken warm from his back, 
and laid to your majeſty's tomach. This re- 
medy was no ſooner propoſed, than it was de- 


termined that the experiment ſhould be tryed: 


and whilſt the. operation was performing; the 
Fox, with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, whiſpered this uſe- 
ful maxim in the Wolf's ear If you would 
be ſafe from harm yourſelf, learn. for the Sacre ned 
to meditate eder againſt others. 


F A 3 .. ES | 
| The Bind Man and the Lame. 


T from our wants Koa" Alden thee | 


almoſt all mmm 
their riſe. 


1 ..A Bland Man-deing Rappel in eee | 


of road, meets with a Lame Man, and intreats 
him to guide him through the difficulty he was 


got into. How can I do that, replyed the Lame 
Man, — drag myſelf a- 


appear to be very ſtrong, if 


longꝰ 
| you 
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1 me, we will ſeek: our fortunes 
together. ie will then be my intereſt to warn 
you of any thing that may ohſtruct your way: 

your feet ſhall be my feet, and my eyes yours. 

With all my heart, returned the Blind Man; 

let us render each other our mutual ſervices. 

So taking his lame companion on his back, 

they by means of their union mn, on * 

rl _ 1 | | 


F A B I. E XXVII. 
The Lion, te Bear, the Monkey nd ho Fo. 


eu: tyrant of the foreſt iſſued a proclama- 
&F- tion, commanding all his ſubjects to re- 


pair immediately to his reyal den. Among the 
reſt, the Beat made his appearance: but pre- 
tending to be offended with the ſteams which 
iſſued from the monarch's apartments, he was 
imprudent enough to hold his noſe in his maje- 

ſty's preſence. _ This inſolence was ſo highly 
reſented. that the Lion iv 6c thid N 2 
at his feet. The Monkey obſerving what had 
* paſſed, trembled for his earcaſe; and attempted 
do conciliate ſavour by the t abject flattery. 
n with proteſting. 1 he 
thought 


c | 
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thought the apartments were perfumed with 
Arabian ſpices; and exclaiming againſt the 
rudeneſs of the Bear, admired the beauty of his 
majeity's paws, ſo happily formed, he ſaid, to 
correct the inſolence of clowns. This fulſome 
adulation, inſtead of being received as he ex- 
pected, proved no leſs offenſive than the rude- 
neſs of the Bear: and the courtly Monkey was 
in like manner extended by the ſide of Sir Bruin. 

And now his majeſty caſt his eye upon the Fox. 
Well, Reynard, ſaid he, and what ſcent do you 
diſcover here? Great prince, replyed the cauti- 
ous Fox, my noſe was never eſteemed my moſt 
diſtinguiſting ſenſe: and at preſent I would by no 

means yenture to give. my opinion, as [ have 


nenen? or a een cold. 
"FABLE XxXXXVIII. 
e Tue Owl and the Nightingale. 


A Formal ſolemn Owl had many years anne 
his habitation in a grove amongſt the 
ruins of an old monaſtery, and had pored ſo 
often on ſome mouldy manuſcripts, the ſtupid 
relicks of a monkiſh library, that he grew in- 
fected _ = pride and pedantry of the place; 


and 
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and miſtaking gravity for wiſdom, would fit 
whole days with his eyes half ſhat, fancying 
himſelf profoundly learned. It happened as 
he ſat one evening, half buried in meditation, 
and half in ſleep, that a Nightingale, unluckily 
perching near him, began her melodious lays. 
He ſtarted from his reverie, and with a horrid. 
ſcreech interrupting her ſong—Be gone, cryed 
he, thou impertinent minſtrel, nor diſtract with 
noiſy diſſonance my ſublime contemplations; 
and know, vain ſongſter, that harmony conſiſts 
in truth alone, which is gained by laborious 
ſtudy; and not in languiſhing notes, fit only 
to ſooth the ear of a love-lick maid. Conceit- 
ed pedant! returned the Nightingale, whoſe 
wiſdom lies only in the feathers that muffle up 
thy unmeaning face; muſic is a natural and ra- 
tional entertainment, and though not adapted 
to the ears of an Owl, has ever been reliſhed 
and admired by all who are poſſeſſed of true 
taſte and elegance. $ | 


FABLE 
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{#2 A B. IL E. Manx 
| The Ant and the Caterpillar 


8s 2 Caterpillar was creeping very lowly 
along one of the allies of a beautiful gar- 


den, he was met by a pert lively Ant, who, 


toſſing up her head with a ſcornful air, cryed, 
prithee get out of the way, thou poor creeping 


animal, and do not preſume to obſtruct the 
paths of thy ſaperiors, by crawling along the 


road, and beſmearing the walks appropriated 
to their footſteps. Poor creature! thou lookeſt 
like a thing half made, which nature not liking 
threw by unfiniſhed. I could almoſt pity 


_ thee, methinks; but it is beneath one of my 


quality to talk to ſuch little mean creatures/as 
wag _ _ poor creeping wretch, adieu. 


The bumble Caterpillar, ſtruck din with 
this diſdainful language, retired, went to work, 
wound himſelf up in a ſilken cell, and at the 
appointed time came out a beautiful butterfly. 
Juſt as he was iſſuing forth, he obſerved the 
ſcornful Ant paſſing by. Stop a moment, ma- 


hun ſaid — and lite to what I ſhall ſay. 
Let 
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Let me adviſe you never to deſpiſe any one for 
his condition, as there are none ſo mean but they 
may one day change their fortune. You behold 
me now exalted in the air, whereas you mult 
creep as lang as you live. 


FA B L. E . 
The two Foxes. 


WO Foxes formed a ſtratagem to enter a 
1 hen-rooſt; which having ſucceſsfully ex- 
ecuted, and killed the cock, the hens, and the 
chickens, they began to feed upon them with 
ſingular ſatisfaftion, One of the Foxes, who 
was young and inconſiderate, was for devouring 
them all upon the ſþot: the other, who was old 
and covetous, propoſed the reſerving ſome of 
them for another time. For experience, child, 
{aid he, has made me wiſe, and I have ſeen ma- 
ny unexpected events ſince I came into the 
world. Let us provide, therefore, againſt what 
may happen, and not conſume all our ſtore 
at one meal. All this is wondrous wile, 
replyed the young Fox; but for my part, I am 
reſolved not to ſtir till I have eaten as much as 
will ſerve me a whole week: for who would be 

8 I mad 
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mad enough to return hither? when it is cer 
tain the owner of theſe fowls will watch for us, 
and if he ſhould catch us, would infallibly pur 
us to death. After this ſhort diſcourſe, each 
purſued his own ſcheme: the young Fox ea 
till he burſt himſelf, and had ſcarcely ſtrength 
to reach his hole before he dyed. The old one, 
who thought it much better to deny his appe- 
tite for. the preſent, and lay up proviſion for 
the future, returned the next day, and was kill- 
ed by the Farmer. Thus every age has its ecui- 
ar vice: the young ſuffer by their inſatiable 
thirſt after pleaſure; and the old by their i incorri- 
_ and inordinate avarice. 


T A B I. E XII. 


The coneeited One. 


Young Owl having accidentally been. him- 

ſelf in a cryſtal fountain, conceived the 
higheſt opinion of his perſonal perfectons. "Tis 
time, ſaid he, that Hymen ſhould give me chil 
dren as beautiful as myſelf, to be the glory of 
the night, and the ornament of our groves. 
What pity would it be, if the race of the moſt 
Way ac- 
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accompliſhed of birds ſhould be extin& for my 
want of a mate! Happy the female who is deſtin- 
ed to ſpend her life with me! Full of theſe ſelf- 
approving thoughts, he intreated the crow to 
propoſe a match between him and the royal 
daughter of the eagle. Do you imagine, faid 
the crow, that the noble eagle, whoſe pride it 
is to gaze on the brigheſt of the heavenly lumi- 
naries, will conſent to marry his daughter ta 
you, who cannot ſo much as open your eyes whilſt 
it is day light? But the felf-conceited Owl was 
deaf to all that his friend could urge; who after 
much perſuaſion, was at length prevailed upon 
to undertake the commiſſion. His propoſal was 
received in the manner that might be expected: 
the king of birds laughed him to ſcorn. Hows- 
ever, being 2 monarch of ſome humour, he or- 
dered him to acquaint the Owl, that if he 
would meet him the next morning at fur-riſe 
in the middle of the ky, he would conſent to 
give him his daughter in marriage. The pre- 
ſumptuous Owl undertook to perform the con- 
dition; but being dazzled with the fun, and 
his head growing giddy, he fell from his height 
upon à rock; from whence being purſued by a 
flight of birds, he was glad at laſt to make his 
eſcape into the hollow of an old oak; where he 

j I 2 paſſed 


116 MODERN FABLES 


paſſed the remainder of his days in that pbſcu-: 
rity ar N nature n * 


FABLE XLII. 


The Fox and he cu. 


OTHING is more 13 than for 

men to condemn the very ſame actions in 
others, which they nn nne Art 
ever occaſion RO 


. a Fox and a Gar having made a party to tra- 
vel together, beguiled the tediouſneſs of their 
journey by a variety of philoſophical converſa- 
tions. Of all the moral virtues, exclaimed 
Reynard, mercy is ſure the nobleſt! What ſay 
you, my ſage friend, is it not ſo? Undoubtedly, 
replyed the Cat, with a moſt demure counte- 
nance; nothing is more becoming, in a creature 
of any ſenſibility, than a compaſſionate diſpoſi- 
tion. While they were thus moralizing, and 
mutually complimenting each other on the 
wiſdom of their reſpective reflections; a wolf 
darted out from a wood upon a flock of ſheep 
which were feeding in an adjacent meadow, and 
| « > without 
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without being in the leaſt affected by the moving 
lamentations of a poor lamb, devoured it before 
their eyes. Horrible cruelty! exclaimed the Cat; 
why does he not feed on vernun, inſtead of ma- 
king his barbarous meals on ſuch mnocent crea- 
tures? Reynard agreed with his friend in the 
obſervation: to which he added ſeveral very 
pathetic remarks on the odiouſneſs of a ſan- 
guinary temper. Their indignation was riſing in 
its warmth and zeal, .when they arrived at a lit- 
tle cottage by the way fide; where the tender- 
hearted Reynard immediately caſt his eye upon 
a fine cock that was ftrutting about in the yard. 
And now adieu, moralizing: he leaped over the 
pales, and without any ſort of ſcruple demo- 
liſhed his prize in an inſtant. In the mean 
while, a plump mouſe which ran out of the ſta- 
ble, totally put to flight our Cat's philoſophy, 
who fell to the repaſt without the leaſt commi- 


ſeration. 


13 ä FABLE 
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The two Horſes. 


W Speer Horſes were travelling the road to- 
gether; one loaded with a ſack of flour, 
the other with a fum of money. The latter, 
proud of his fplendid burthen, toffed his head 
with an air of conſcious ſuperiority, and every 
now and then caſt a look of contempt upon 
his humble companion. In paſſing thro' a 
wood, they were met by a gang of Highway- 
men, who immediately ſeized upon the Horſe 
that was carrying the treafure: but the ſpirited 
ſeed, not being altogether diſpoſed to ſtand fo 
quietly as was neceſſary for their purpoſe, they 
beat him moſt unmercifully; and after plunder- 
ing him of his boaſted load, left him to lament 
at his leiſure the cruel bruiſes he had received. 
Friend, ſaid his deſpiſed companion to him, who 
had now reaſon to triumph in his turn, diſtin- 
guiſhed poſts are often dangerous to thoſe who 
poſſeſs them: if you had ſerved a miller, as I do, 
you might have travelled the road unmoleſted. 


FABLE 
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F A B L E HAN. 


T he Dove and the Ant. 
WV ſhould always be ready to do good of- 


hces, even to the meaneſt of our fellow 
creatures; as there is no one to whole aſſiſtance 
we may not, upon ſome occaſion or other, be 
greatly indebted. | 


A Dove was ſipping from the banks of a ri- 


vulet, when an Ant, who was at the ſame time 
trailing a grain of corn along the edge of the 
brook, inadvertently fell in. The Dove obſer- 
ving the helpleſs inſet ſtruggling in vain to 
reach the ſhore, was touched with compaſſion; 
and plucking a blade of graſs, dropped it into 
the ſtream; by means of which the poor Ant, 
like a hip wrecked ſailor upon a plank, got ſafe 
to land. She had ſcarcely arrived there, when 
ſhe perceived a fowler juſt going to diſcharge 
his piece at her deliverer: upon which ſhe in- 
ſtantly crept up his foot and ſtung him on the 
ankle. The ſportſman farting, occaſioned a ruſt- 
ling among the boughs, which alarmed the 
Dove, who immediately ſprang up, and by 

122 14 that 
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that means eſcaped the danger with which ſhe 
was threatened, 


„ 99 Rl a - 5M 
The Parrot. 


A Certain widower, in order to amuſe his 
ſolitary hours, and in ſome meaſure ſup- 

ply the Converſation of his departed helpmate 
of loquacious memory, determined to purchaſe 
a Parrot. With this view he applyed to a dealer 
in birds, who ſhewed him a large collection of 
Parrots of various kinds. Whilſt they were ex 
erciſing their talkative talents before him, one 
repeating the cries of the town, another aſking 
for a cup of ſack, and a third bawling out for a 
coach, he obſerved a green Parrot, perched in 
a thoughtful manner at a diſtance upon the foot 
of a table: and ſo you, my grave gentleman, 
ſaid he, are quite ſilent. To which the Parrot 
replyed, like a philoſophical bird. I think the 
more.” Pleaſed with this ſenſible anſwer, our 
widower immediately paid down his price, and 
took home the bird; conceiving great things 
from a creature, who had given ſo ſtriking a 
ſpecimen 
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ſpecimen of his parts. But after having in- 
ſtructed him during a whole month, he found 
to his great diſappointment, that he could get 
nothing more from him than the fatiguing re- 
petition of the ſame dull ſentence, ** I think 
the more. I find, ſaid he in great wrath, that 
thou art a moſt invincible fool: and ten times 
more a fool was I, for having formed a favour- 
able opinion of thy abilities upon no better 
foundation than an affefed ſoleninity. 


F A B L _E - ET 


The Cat and the Bat. 


* 


Cat having devoured her maſter's favourite 
bullfinch, over-heard him threatening to 

put her to death the moment he could find her. 
In this diſtreſs ſhe preferred a prayer to Jupiter; 
vowing, if he would deliver her from her pre- 
ſent danger, that never while ſhe lived would 
ſhe eat another bird. Not long afterwards a 
bat moſt invitingly flew into the room where 
puſs was purring in the window, The queſtion 
was, how to act upon ſo temping an occaſion? 
Her appetite preſſed hard on one fide; and 
her 
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her vow threw ſome ſcruples in her way on 
the other. At length ſhe hit upon a moſt con- 
venient diſtinction to remove all difficulties, 
by determining that as a bird indeed it was un- 
lawful prize, but as a mouſe ſhe might very 
conſcientiouſly eat it; and accordingly without 
further debate fell to the Os | 


Thins it is that e apt 0 n upon 
themſelves by vain and groundleſs diltinQions, 


when conſcience and principle are at variance with 
intere eſe and inclination. | 


F A NAI. 


The two Lizzards. 4 

S two Lizzards were baſking under a ſouth 

wall, how contemptible, ſaid one of them, 
is our condition! We exiſt, tis true, but that 
is all; for we hold no ſort of rank in the crea- 
tion, and are utterly unnoticed by the world. 
Curſed obſcurity! Why was I not rather born 
a tag, to range at large, the pride and glory 
of ſome royal foreft? It happened that in the 
midſt of theſe unjuſt murmurs, a pack of hounds 


Was 


* 
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was heard in full cry after the very creature he 
was envying, who being quite ſpent with the 
chace, was torn in pieces by the dogs in fight 
of our two Lizzards. And is this the lordly 
ſtag, whoſe place in the creation you wiſhed to 
hold? replyed the wiſer Lizzard to his com- 
plaining friend: let his ſad fate teach you to 
bleſs providence for placing you in that hum- 
bler fituation, which ſecures you from the dangers 
of a more elevated rank. 


FTA B LE MU 


Jupiter 6 Lottery. 


UPITER, in order to pleaſe mankind, 

directed Mercury to give notice that he had 
eftabliſhed a Lottery, in which there were no 
blanks: and that amongſt a variety of other 
valuable chances, wiſdom was the higheſt prize. 
It was Jupiter's command that in this Lottery 
ſome of the gods ſhould alſo become adven- 
turers. The tickets being diſpoſed of, and the 
wheels placed, Mercury was employed to preſide 
at the drawing. It happened that the beſtprize 
fell to Minerva: upon which a general murmur 
| ran 


, GO CIO PEO TOS PS, og oe. 


Re ERS 422 cs » 


is MODERN FABLES. 


ran thro” the affembly,- and hints were thrown 
out that Jupiter had uſed ſome unfair practices 
to-ſecuxe. this deſirable lot to his daughter. Ju- 
piter, that he might at once both puniſh and 
filence theſe impious clamours of the human 
race, preſented them with folly in the place 
of wiſdom; with which they went away perfect. 
ly well contented: and from that time the 
greateſ ſools have always looked — rang 


? r N wie 1 
| my | | 
R A Bi, E XIIX. 

The ltigious Cats, - | 


WO Chtrhaving gelen "NOR cheeſe, co 

not agree about dividing their prize. It 
addi therefore to ſettle the diſpute, they con- 
ſented to refer the matter to a Monkey. The 
propoſed arbitrator very readily accepted the 
office. and producing a-ballance, put a part into 
each ſcale. Let me ſee — (aid he) ay—this 
lump outweighs, the other? and ammediately 
bit off con ſidegable piece in order to reduss 
it, erved, to an equilibrium. The oppo- 
kite ſca _— now become the heavieſt;” Which 
i, afforded 
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afforded our conſcientious judge an additional 
reaſon for a ſecond mouthful. Hold, hold, ſaid 
the two Cats, who began to be alarmed for the 
event, —give us our reſpective ſhares and we 
are ſatisfyed. If you are ſatisfyed, returned the 
Monkey, juſtice is not: a caſe of this intricate 
nature is by no means ſo ſoon determined. Up- 
on which he continued to nibble firſt one piece 
and then the other, till the poor Cats ſeeing 
their cheeſe gradually diminiſhing, intteated 
him to give himſelf no farther trouble, but to 
deliver to them what remained. Not ſo faſt I 
beſeech ye friends, replyed the Monkey; we 
owe juſtice to ourſelves as well as to you: what 
remains is due to me in right of my office. Up- 
on which, he ſtuffed the whole into his mouth, 
and with great gravity diſmiſſed the court. 


11 The two Dogs, / 


AST and inconſiderate connexions are 
generally attended with great diſadvan- 
tages: and much of every man's good or ill for 
tune depends upon the choice he makes of bü 
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A good 
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A good. natured ſpaniel overtook a ſurly maſ- 
tiff, as he was travelling upon the high road. 
Tray, altho' an intire ſtranger to Tyger, very 
civilly-accoſted him: and if it would be no in- 
terruption, he ſaid, he ſhould be glad to bear 
him company on his way. Tyger, who hap- 
pened not to be altogether in fo growling a 
mood as ufual, accepted the propoſal: and they 
very amicably purſued their journey together. 
In the midit of their converſation they arrived 
at the next village; where Tyger began to dif- 
play his malignant diſpoſition, by an unpro- 
voked attack upon every dog he met. The 
villagers immediately ſallied forth with great 
indignation to reſcue their reſpective favourites; 
and falling upon our two friends without dif- 
tinction or mercy, poor Tray was moſt cruelly 
treated, for no _—_— reaſon but from being 


1 
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| . 3 © 2 
urirER I tent forth Death and Cupid 4 to 
travel round the world, giving each of them 

a bow in his hand, and a quiver of arrows at 
og Boo! his 
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his back. It was ordered by the diſpoſer of hu- 
man affaits, that. the arrows of Love ſhould only 
wound the young, in order to fupply the decays 
of mortal men; and thoſe of Death were to ſtrike 
old age, and free the world from a uſeleſs charge. 
Our travellers being one day extremely fatigued 
with their journey, reſted themſelves under the 
covert of a wood, and throwing down their 
arrows in a promiſcuous manner before them, 
they both fell faſt aſleep. They had not 
themſelves long, before they were awakened by 
2 ſudden noiſe; when haſtily gathering up their 
arms, each in the confuſion took by miſtake 
ſome of the darts that belonged to the other. 
By this means, it frequently happened that Death 
vanquiſhed the young, and Cupid: ſubdued the 
old. Jupiter obſerved the error, but did not 
think proper to redreſs it; foreſeeing that ſome 
good might ariſe from their unlucky exchange. 
And in fact, if men were wile, they would learn 
from this miſtake to be apprehenſive of death in 


their youth, and to guard againſt the amorous 
paſſions in their old age. 


FABLE 
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m Mock- Bid. 


HERE. is a certain bind in the Weſ-In- 

dies, which has: the faculty of mimicking 

the notes of every other ſongſter, without being 
able himſelf to add any original ſtrains to the 
concert. As ohe ol theſe Mock birds was diſ- 
playing his talent of ridicule among the branches 
of a venerable wood: Tis very well, ſaid a little 
ſongſter, ſpeaking in the name of all the reſt; 
we grant you that our muſic is not without its 
faults: but Why will FR not. en us nn 
n of out 1 bus 28s }; 


* 


FABLE 
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F AB L E III. 


The Speblacles. 


OW ſtrangely all mankind differ in their 
opinions! and how ſtrongly each is at- 
tached to his own! 


Jupiter one day, enjoying himſelf over a bowl 
of nectar, and in a merry humour, determined 
to make mankind a preſent. Momus was ap- 
pointed to convey it to them; who, mounted on 
a rapid car, was preſently on earth. Come hi- 
ther, ſays he, ye happy mortals; great Jupiter 
has opened for your benefit his all- gracious 
hands. "Tis true, he made you ſomewhat ſhort- 
ſighted, but to remedy that inconvenience, be- 
hold how,he has favoured you! So ſaying, he 
unlooſed his portmanteau, when an infinite 
number of Spectacles tumbled out. and were 
picked up by the crowdwith all the eagerneſs 
imaginable. There was enow for all, every man 
had his pair. But it was ſoon found that theſe 
Spectacles did not repreſent objects to all man- 
kind alike: for one pair was purple, another blue; 


one was white, and another black: ſome of the 
A K glaſſes 
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glaſles were red, ſome green, and ſome yellow. In 
ſhort, there were of all manner of colours, and 
every ſhade of colour. However, notwithſtand- 
ing this diverſity, every man was charmed with 
his own, as believing it the beſt, and enjoyed 
in opinion, all the ſatisfaQion of truth. | 
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82 PER ſinging on a uce the 

fide of a rural gontage, a fparrow 

7 the thatch took Sccaſion thus to x 
bim. And doſt thou, ſaid he, with thy d 
nal note, preſume to emulate the Brito Spring? 
Can thy weak warblings pretend to vie with the 
ightly accents of the Thruſh and the Black- 

| —_ With the various melody of the Lark or 
Nightingale? Whom other birds, far thyduperi- 

44 ors, havebeenlong content to admire in ſilence. 
e with candour at leaſt, replyed the Robin; 
4 impute thoſe efforts to ambition ſolely, which 
eee front thi Love of art. Ireve- 
rence 
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rence indeed, but by no means enyy, the birds 
whoſe fame has ſtood the teſt of ages. Their 
ſongs kauf charmed both hill and dale; but their 
ſeaſon is paſt, and their throats are ſilent. I 
feel not, however, the ambition to ſurpaſs or 
equal them: my efforts are of a much humbler 
nature; and I may ſurely hope for pardon, while 
T endeavour to chear theſe forſaken valleys, by 


an attempt uo imitate the firains I lous. on 
A: BE H. 
The two Bees. 


O a fine morning in may, two bees ſet for- 
A ward in queſt of honey; the one wiſe and 
temperate, the other careleſs and extravagant. 
They ſoon arrived at a garden enriched with a- 
romatic herbs; the moſt fragrant flowers, and 
the moſt delicious fruits. They regaled them- 
ſelves for a time on the various dainties that 
were ſpread before” them: the one loading his 
thigh at intervals with proviſions for the hive 
againſt the diſtantwinter; the other, reyelling in. 
ſweets without regard to any thing but his pre- 
ſent gratification. At length they found a wide 


mouthed phial, that hung beneath the bough 
, 1 a 8 ; of 


- 
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of a peach tree, filled with honey ready temper- 
ed, and expoſed to their taſte in the moſt allu- 
ring manner. The thoughtleſs epicure, ſpite of 
all his friend's remonſtrances, ptunged head- 
long i into the veſlel, reſolving to indulge himſelf 
in all the pleafures of ſenſuality. The Philoſo- 
pher, on the other hand, Coped? a litele with cau- 
tion, but being ſuſpicious of danger, flew off 
to fruits and flowers; where by the moderation 
of his meals, he improved his reliſh for the true 
enjoyment of them. In the evening, however, 
he called upon his friend, to enquire whether 
he would return to the hive; but found him 
furfeited in fweets, which he was as unable to 
leave, as to enjoy. Clogged in his wings, en- 

feebled in his feet, and his whole frame totally 
enervated, he was but juſt able to bid his friend 
adieu, and to lament with his lateſt breath, that 
though a taſte of pleaſure might quicken the 


reliſh of life, an unreſtrained indulgence 1s N 


evitable deſtruction. 
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A Piamond happened to fall 8 the ſolitaire 
of a young lady as ſhe was walking one 
evening on a terrace in her garden. A Glow- 
worm who had beheld it ſparkle in its deſcent, 
ſoon as the gloom of night had eclipſed its 
luſtre, began to mock and to inſult it. Art 
thou that wonderous thing that vaunteſt of 
ſuch prodigious brightneſs? Where now is all 
thy boaſted brilliancy? Alas, in evil hour has 
fortune thrown thee within the reach of my ſu- 
perior blaze. Conceited inſect, replyed the 
gem, that oweſt thy feeble glimmer to the 2 

neſs that ſurrounds thee: know, my luſtre f 
the teſt of day, and even derives its chief ad. 

vantage from that diſtinguiſhing light, which 
diſcovers thee to be no | more than a dark. and 
| paltry worm. 


'F 
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as for your children, commit them to the care 
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The Oftrick and the Pelican. 


H . Oſtrich one day oaks Hm end 

obſerving her breaſt all bloody, good 
God! ſays ſhe to her, what is the matter? What 
accident has befallen you? You certainly: have 
been ſeized by ſome ſavage beaſt of prey, and 
have with difficulty eſcaped from his mercileſs 
claws. Do not be ſurpriſed, friend, replied 
the Pelican: no ſuch accident, nor indeed any 
thing more than common, hath | happened to 


my 
dear little ones, and nouriſhing them with the 


vital blood from my boſom. Your anſwer, re- 


turned the Oftrich, aſtoniſhes me ſtill more than 
the horrid figure you make. What, is this your 
practice, to tear your own fleſh, to ſpill your 
own blood, and to ſacrifice yourſelf in this cruel 
manner to the importunate cravings of your 
young ones? I know not which to pity moſt, 
your miſery or your folly. Be adviſed by me; 
have ſome regard for yourſelk, and leave off this 
barbarous cuſtom of mangling your on body: 


of 
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of providence, and * yourſelf quite eaſy a- 
bout them. My example may be of uſe to you. 
I lay my eggs upon the ground, and juſt cover 
them lightly over with the ſand: if they have 
the good luck to eſcape being cruſhed by the 
tread of man or beaſt; the warmth of the ſun 
broods upon, and hatches: them; and in due 
time my young ones come forth: I leave them 


to be nurſed by nature, and foſtered by the e- 


lements; I give myſelf no trouble about them, 
and I neither know nor care what becomes of 
them. Unhappy wretch, ſays the Pelican, 
who hardeneſt thyſelfagainſt thy own offspring, 
and thro' want of natural affection rendereſt 
thy travail fruitleſs to thyſelf! who knoweſt 
not the fweets of a parent's anxiety; the tender 
delight of a mother's ſufferings! It is not I, but 
thou. that art cruel to thy own fleſh. Thy in- 
ſenſibility may exempt thee from a 

inconvenience, and an inconſiderable pain: but 
at the ſame time it makes thee inattentive to 
a moſt neceſſary duty, and incapable of reliſhing 
the pleafure that attends it; a pleaſure, the 
moſt exquiſite tHat nature hath indulged to 
us; in which pain itſelf is fwallowed up and 


Jett or _y at to an ee the enjoyment. 
FABLE 


3) 


ORIGINAL FABLES. 18 
FAB 45: . 
The Hounds in Couples. 


rm was leading forth his Hounds 
one morning to the chaſe, and had linked 
ſeveral of the young dogs in Couples, to pre- 
vent their-following every ſcent, and hunting 
diſorderly, as their own inclinations and fancy 
ſhould direct them. Among others, it was the 
fate of jowler and vixen to be thus yoked to- 
gether; Jowler and vixen were both young and 
unexperienced; but had for ſome time been 
conſtant companions, and ſeemed to have en- 
tertained a great fondneſs for each other; they 
uſed to be perpetually playing together, and in 
any quarrel that happened, always took one a- 
nother's part; it might have been expected 
therefore that it would not be diſagreeable to 
them to be ſtill more cloſely united. However 
in fact it proved otherwiſe: they had not been 
long joined together before both parties begun 
to expreſs uneaſineſs at their preſent ſituation. 
Different inclinations and oppoſite wills began 
to diſcover and to exert themſelves: if one 
choſe to go this way, the other was as eager 
to take the contrary; if one was preſſing — 
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ward, the other was ſure to lag behind; vixen 
pulled back jowler, and jowler dragged along 
vixen: jowler growled at vixen, and vixen 
ſnapped at jowler: till at laſt it came to a down- 
right quarrel between them; and jowler treated 

vixen in a very rough and ungenerous manner, 

without any regard to the inferiority of her 

ſtrength, or the tenderneſs of her ſex. As they 

were thus continually vexing and tormenting 
one another, an old hound, who had obſerved 

all that paſſed, came up to them, and thus re- 

proved them: What a couple of ſilly puppies 

you are. to be perpetually worrying yourſelves 

at this rate! What hinders your going on 

peaceably and quietly together? Cannot you 

conpromiſe the matter between you, by each 

conſulting the others inclinations a little! at 
leaſt, try to make a virtue of neceſſity, and 
_ ſubmit to what you cannot remedy: you can- 
not get rid of the chain; but you may make it 
fit eaſy upon you. I am an old dog, and let 
my age and experience inſtruct you: when I 
was in the ſame circumſtances with you, I ſoon 
found, that thwarting my companion was only 
tormenting myſelf; and my yoke-fellow hap- 
pily came into the ſame way of thinking, We 
endeavoured to join in the ſame purſuits, and 
| to 
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to follow one anothers inclinations; and ſo we 
jogged on together, not only with eaſe and 
quiet, but with comfort and pleaſure. We 
found by experience, that mutual compliance 
not only compenſates for liberty, but is even 
attended with a ſatisfaction and delight, be- 
yond what liberty itsſelf can give”. 


FRN DL VI. 


Tie Miſer and the Maghye. 


KT a Miſer ſate at his deſk, counting over 
his heaps of gold; a Magpie eloping from 
his cage, picked up a guinea, and hopped away 
with it. The Miſer, who never fail'd to count 
his money over a ſecond time, immediately miſ- 
fed the piece, and riſing up from his ſeat in the 
utmoſt conſternation, obſerved the felon hiding 
it in à crevice of the floor. And art thou, 
cryed he, that worſt of thieves, who has rob- 
bed me of my gold, without the plea of neceſſi- 
ty, and-without regard to its proper uſe? But 
thy life ſball attone for ſo prepoſterous a villa- 
ny. Soft words good maſter; quoth the Mag- 


. Have I then GN you, in any other 
| ſenſe 
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ſenſe than you defraud the public? And am I 
not uſing your money in the ſame manner you 
do yourſelf? If I muſt loſe my life for hiding a 
fingle guinea, what do you, I pray, deſerve, 
who ſecrete ſo _ thouſands? 


F Les VI. 
The Senftive Rant and the Til. | 


A Thiſtle happened to ſpring up very near 
to a Senſitive Plant. The former obſer- 


ving the extream baſhſulneſs and delicacy of 
the latter, addreſſed her in the following man- 
ner. Why are you ſo modeſt and reſerved, my 
good neighbour, as to withdraw your leaves at 
the approach of ſtrangers? Why do you ſhrink 
as if you were afraid, from the touch of every 
hand? Take example and advice from me: if I 
liked not their familiarity, I would make them 
keep their diſtance, norſhould any ſawcy finger 
provoke me unreyenged. Our tempers an 

qualities, replyed the other, are widely diffe- 
rent. I have neither the ability nor incli- 
nation to give offence: you it ſeems are by 
no means deſtitute of either. My deſire is 


to live peaceably in the ſtation wherein I am 
; placed 
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placed; and tho' my humility may now and 
then cauſe me a moment's uneaſineſs, it tends 
on the whole to preſerve my tranquility. The 
caſe is otherwiſe with you, whoſe irritable 
temper, and revengeful diſpoſition, will proba- 
bly one time or other be the cauſe of your de- . 
ſtruction, While they were thus arguing the 
point, the gardiner came with his little ſpaddle, 
in order to lighten the earth round the ſtem of 
the Senſitive Plant; but perceiving the Thiſtle, 
he thruſt his inſtrument thro' the root of it, 
and directly toſſed it out of his garden. 


r A B L E VII. 


S a Poet fate in his cloſet, feaſting his i- 

magination on the hopes of fame and im- 
mortality; he was ſtartled on a ſudden with the 
ominous ſound of a Death-watch. However, 
immediately recollecting himſelf, vain inſect, 
ſaid he, ceaſe thy impertinent forebodings, ſuf- 
ficient indeed to fright the weakneſs of women 
or of children; but far beneath the notice of a 


Poet and ions. As for me, whatever 
accident 


and the Death-Watch. 
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accident may threaten my lite, my fame, ſpite 
of thy prognoſtics, ſhall live to future ages. 
May be ſo, replyed the inſect, Ifind at leaſt, thou 
had' ſt rather liſten to the maggot in thy head, 

then to the worm beneath thy table: but know, 
that the ſuggeſtions of vanity are altogether 
as deceitful as thols" of e IR 


＋ K B L k IX. 
Pyltagoras andthe Cit 


Pran was one day very ear- 
neſtly engaged in taking an exact meaſure 
of the — of the olympic courſe. One of 
thoſe conceited Critics, who aim at every thing, 
and are ready to interpoſe with their opinion 
upon all ſubje&s, happened to be preſent; and 
could not help ſmiling to himſelf to ſee the 
Philoſopher ſo employed, and to obſerve what 
great attention and pains he beſtowed upon 
ſuch a buſineſs. And pray, ſays he, accoſting 
Pythagoras, may I preſume to aſk, with what 
deſign you have given yourſelf this trouble? Of 
that, replied the Philoſopher; I ſhall very rea- 
dily inform you. We are aſſured, that Hercules, 

when 
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when he inſtituted the olympic games, himſelf 


laid out'this courſe by meaſure, and determin- 
ed it to the length of fix hundred feet, meaſu- 
ring it by the ſtandard of his own foot, Now by 
taking an exact meaſure of this ſpace, and ſee- 
ing how much it exceeds. the meaſure of the 
ſame number of feet now in ule, we can find how 
much the foot of Hercules, and in proportion 
his whole ſtature, exceeded that of the preſent 
generation. A very curious ſpeculation truly, 
fays the Critic, and of great uſe and importance, 
no doubt! And ſo you will demonſtrate to us, 
that the bulk of this fabulous hero was equal 
to his extrayagant enterpriſes and his marvellous 
exploits. And pray Sir, what may be the reſult 
of your enquiry at laſt? I ſuppoſe, you can now 
tell me exactly to a hair's breadth how tall Her- 
cules was. The reſult of my enquiry, replyed 
the philoſopher, is this; and it is a concluſion 
of greater uſe and importance than you ſeem 
to expect from it; that if you will always eſti- 
mate the labours of the philoſopher, the deſigns 
of the patriot, and the actions of the hero, by 
the ſtandard of your on narrow conceptions, 
you will ever be greatly mien 1 Jndg- 


ment n chem. 1 429 
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* who was bred i in whe forage Jefarts of 
| Sibtris, had an inclination to ſee the world. 
He travelled from foreſt to foreſt, and from one 
kingdom to another, making many profound 
obſervations in his way. Among the reſt of 
his excurſions, he came by accident into a 
farmer's yard, where he ſawa number of poultry 
ſtanding to drink by the fide of a pool. Ob- 
ſerving that after every fip they turned up their 
heads toward the ſky, he could not forbear en- 
quiring the reaſon of ſo peculiar a ceremony. 
They told him that it was by way of returning 
thanks to heaven for the benefits they received; 
and was indeed an ancient and religious cuſtom, 
which they could not, with a ſafe conſcience, 
or without impiety, omit. Here the Bear 
burſt into a fit of laughter, at once mimicking 
their geſtures, and ridiculing their ſuperſtition, 
in the moſt contemptuous manner. On this, 
the Cock, with a ſpirit ſuitable to the boldneſs 
of his character, addreſſed him in the following 
n As you 1 Sir, you per- 

haps 
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haps may be excuſed, the indecency, of this be- 
haviour; yet give me leave to tell ye, that none 
but a Bear would ridicule any religious ceremo- 
nies whatſoever, in the preſence. of thoſe who 
believe them. of importance. 


FP AB. X06; 
Tie Stork and the Crow. 


42 and a Crow had once a ſtrong con- 
tention, which of them ſtood higheſt in 
the favour of Jupiter. The Crow alledged his 
{kill in omens, his infallibility in prophecies, 
and his great uſe io the prieſts of that deity in 
all their ſacrifices and religious . ceremonies. 
The Stork urged only his blameleſs life, the 
care he took to preſerve his offspring, and the 
aſſiſtance he lent his parents under the. infir, 
mities of age. It happened, as it generally does 
in religious diſputes, that neither of them could 
confute the other; ſo they both agreed to refer 
the deciſion to Jupiter himſelf. On their joint 
application, the god determined thus between 
them. Let nan of my creatures deſpair of my 
regard: I know their weakneſs; I pity their er- 
rors; eee is well meant, I accept as 

L2 it 
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it was intended.” Yet ſacrifices or ceremonies 
are in themſelves of no importance; and every 
attempt to penetrate the counſels of the gods, is 


altogether as vain as it is preſumptuous: but he 


who pays to Jupiterajuſt honour and reverence, 
who leads the moſt temperate life, and who 
does the moſt good in proportion to his abili- 
ties; as he Beſt anſwers the end of his creati- 


on, will aſſuredly ſtand higheſt in the favout of 


his creator. 


Yo. 
FABLE Xl... 'L 


| Echo and the Gul. 4 
"HE vain hear the flatteries of their own 
imagination, and e them to be the 
voice of fame. 
A ſolemn Owl, pulſed up with bavicy; ls 
ating her ſcreams at midnight, from the 


hollow of a blaſted oak. And whence, cryed 


ſhe, proceeds this aweful filence, unleſs it be 
to favour my ſuperior melody? Surely the 
groves are ſhe in expectation of my voice. 
and when I ſing, all nature liſtens. An Echo 
reſounding from an adjacent rock, replyed im- 
mediately, all nature liſtens.“ The nightin- 
gale, reſumed ſhe, has , the * 
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by night ler note indeed is bug mine 
is ſweeter far, The: voice, 2 — her opi- 
nion. reply again, i ſweeter far. Why 
chen am I diſident, continued ſhe, why do I 
fear to join the tuneful choir? The Echo, ſtill 
flattering her vanity, repeated join the tune- 
ful choix. Rouſed by this empty phantom of 
3 encouragement, ſhe. on the moxrow 5 
her hootings with the harmony of the grove 

Dat the tuneſul ſongſters,.. diſguſted with 2 
moiſe and affronted by her impudence, unani- 
moully drove her from the ſociety, and ſtill con- 


tinue to puxſus her baths ſhe e 


ann — 


| F F. A, B . K. In. 

Poe rift vs, He 47+ 

8 an; ”? rote PA e. 75 * "4 
ne bee en 

4 ROMETHEUS. formed han. of RE 
el clay. and animated his work with. fire 
Nolen from heaven. He endowed him with all 
the faculties that are to be found amongſt 
the animal creation: he gave him the cou- 
rage of the lion, the ſubtlety of the fox, the 
. the ant, and the induſtry of the 
bee and he enabled him by the ſuperiority 
er his underſtanding to ſubdue them * 220 
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andi dread of future vil he / was / inte 
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to mik th \ fablervient: to his uſe and plea- 


ſute. He 25. — to Aim the metals hidden 


in the bowels of the earth, and ſhewed him their 
ſeveral uſes. He inſtructed him in every thing 
that might tend to cultivate and civilize human 
life li taught him to till the ground. and yo 
imptovelthe fertility of nature; to build houſes, 
to/cover-hirfelf with garments, and to defend: 
hiraſelfugainſt the inclemencies of the ait and 
he ſeaſpnai to-oompoand meditines of ſalutary 
Herbſ,t9 Heal wounds; and to cure diſeaſes; to 
conſttutt ſhips to croft this ſeas. 4nd to cor 
In country the riches of all. 
In af. be indued him ith ſenſe and me- 
gatity and invention, with art 
and ſcient; i hnd 40rerawnrallphe)gaverhiny an 
inſight — 60 N this latter giſt 
inſtead of improv De deſtroyed tit pro 
| per efatofdlthed, trmer-! Furnihed wat | 


inſtruments of happineſd, 


neverthteſs πνẽỹMiſarablbʒ th. HHe K 


of 
Enjoying preſent good! © T metheus Ant 
iamedi ately-refolved; to ſfemedyithis count 
nience: he eſſoctuallyreſtoreũ man tb a cuput ĩty 
of happinefs by Heprivingohim-of | preſcibnts;. 
eee! in ite ſtead. oi 
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117713 un ende nt 1 1 THAIS ib; 1 


e it eat toro) 
„% ii 161 ns Bk 1160918 16765 
1 8 faid teien perpetually bla · 
1 ming and ridiculing whatever he ſaw. 
Even ths works of the gods themſelves could 
not-eſcape his univerſal cenſure The eyes 
of the bull; he ſaid. were ſo placed by qupiter, 
that they could not direct his horn in | 
at his enemies. The houſes Which Minerva 
had iinſtructed ment to build, ere contrived 
ſa,vety injudicioully;: that they could not re- 
move them from à bad: neighbourhood, nor 
from any other inconvenience... In ſhort, the 
frame ol man himſelſ was in nis opinion e- 
treamlylidefective: Having no window in his 
hoſom, that might demonſtrate his pw or 
betray his, wicked purpoſes! and prevent their 
exeLution-: Theſe and) many other4aults were 
found in the produdtions of nature but when 
he ſurveyed the works oflart.thæve wi no end 
of his altercations. Jupiter, being teſolved to 
try ho far his | malice would-proceed;/ ſent his 
daughter, Venus to. deſire that he would give 
kis opinion of rn appeared ac- 
TI& 41 L4 cord- 
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cordingly before the churliſh God, trembling 


at the àpprehenſion of his known ſeverity. - He 


examined her proportions with all the rigour 
of an envious eritic. But her ſhape and com- 


| plexion Were o ſtriking, and her ſmiles and 


graces ſo very engaging; that he found'it im- 
poſſible to give the leaſt colour to any objection 
he could make. Vet, to ſhew how hard male 
volenee will ſtruggle for a cavil; as ſhe was retir- 
irrg from hitipreſence; he begged ſhe would ac- 
quaſnt her father, that whatever grace mighi be 
in hetithbtion, yer — her ſlippers were too noiſy. © 
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5613 The Buterfy te Snail and tht | 1 
* ic 1% 0. eier it 
A a proudly perched on the ey 
leaves of a fronch! marygolty wds oy 
the'vaſtexrem aid variety of his travels. 
have ratiged faid he over the-graceful-and ma- 
jeltiekiſcenes of t fagiey, and have feaſted my 
eyes with elegance and variety at The:Leaſowes. 
I have watideted/ thro” regions of Eglantine 
wart ene I have revelled in kiſſes on 
70 (SO) ont 11410 1019511 tt; eile 
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beds of Violets and Cowſlips, and have enjoy- 
ed the delicious fragrance of Roſes and Carna- 
tions. In ſhort, my fancy unbounded, and my 
flights unreſtrained; I have viſited with perfect 
freedom all the flowers of the field or garden, 
and muſt be allowed ene een in a ſu- 
we degree „ 
A Snail, who hung attentive to his nods 
oniz'cabbage-leaf, was {truck with admiration; 


and concluded him, from all this experience, 


to be the wiſeſt of animal creature. 
It happened that a Bee, purſued her occupa- 
tion on a neighbouring bed of marjoram, and 
having heard our oſtentatious vagrant, re- 


primantled him in this manner. Vain, empty 
flutterer, ſaid ſhe, whom inſtruction cannot im- 


prove, nor experience itſelf enlighten! Thou 


haſt rambled over the world; wherein does thy 


knowledge of ãt conſiſtꝰ Thou haſt ſeen variety 
of objects: What concluſions has thou drawn 
from them?, Thou haſt taſted of every amuſe · 
ments haſt thou extracted any thing for 4% J 
tooam.a, traveller go and look into my hive; 
ang. let my trenſures ſhadow gut to thee, that the 
194604 of velling, is, to collect materials ei- 
ther fox.the uſe, and emolnment of private life 
or ſor he advantage of the community. 
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ee Tae Tuberyſe and the SH. TTY, 

16, 49 N. i ei en N BC 2 Be ICT * 
+Tuberoſe; in a on the north 
hide of a ſtately villa, addreſs d a ſun. lower 
which grain on as ſlope, that was contiguous 
tothe houſe. Pray, ſays he, neighbour Turn- 
Jole, to what purpoſe do you pay all this devo- 
tion to that ſiſtitious deit of (yours, the Sun? 
Why are you continually diſtorting your body, 


and cafting un ur eyes tothat glaring lumi- 
nary? What ſuperſtition induces you to think, 


ee, flowers * only thro] fas 4 
Both you and I 'are ſurely indebted to 
hottbed, and to the Hligency, of the gardiner, 
for out production and ſupport. For m part,. 
I hall reſerve my homage, together with my 
ſweets, for that Rn maſter who is 1791 
tinually water and. re S: nor dp 
|  _defirvever to-kee the 3 ce- of tl An Fun 2 ſo. 
; vainly, idolize, while I can enjoy the <90 193 
of this magnificent ſalon. Truce wit 
blaſphemies, replied the Sup-flower: why, 
thou revile that glorious mans mh 15 
life and! * not only to us, but to e 
2.14 A” 
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of the creation? Wit thout this, alas! how jneffec- 


tual were tlle kill and vigilance of thy boaſted 
maſter; either to ſupport thy tender frame, or 
even to preſerve his on! But this muſt ever 
be the caſe with ſuch contracted underſtandings: 
ſuſſicient, indeed, to point out our more imme. 
diate benofactors, without regarding that ori- 
ginal — ef s eras pon pro 
ceeds: | 


TEL + hes A. 199 


VB AD 1 * XVII. _— 
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"The Maghy: an th ven, 2 

ties ee is 
HERE is 4 b more bus, 

ſy and more loquacicus than any of his 
abe“ His tongue was in perpetual lle 
and himſelf continually upon the wing; flutter, 
ing from place to eie and very ſeldom 8 
ring twice togerhet in the ſame company. 
Sometimes you faw him with a flock of” 
Hoi: plundering a field 6f' pew ſown' corn; 


i, perch'd * cherry tree with a parcel 


14 


io 8 — The next moment, you would be 
fur ri d to nd the ſame divided nigh en- 
ed With x High of erp, and feaſting upon 


42 4 * 00 1 141 1 4 
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le tooł it one day into his head to viſit an old 
Raven, who lived retir'd among the branches 
of a venerable oak; and there, at the ſoot of 2 
lonely mountain, had paſt near half a century. 
I admire. ſays the prating bird, your moſt 
romantick ſituation, and the wildneſs of theſe 
rocks and precipices around you: I am abſo- 
lutely, tranſported with the murmur of | that 
water-fall: methinks it diffuſes a tranquillity, 
ſurpaſling all the joys of publick life. What 
an agretibjefequeſtration from worldly buſtle 
and impertinence! what an opportunity of con- 
templating the divine beauties of nature! I 
ſhall moſt certainly, my dear, quit the gaieties 
of town, and ſor the ſake of theſe rural ſcenes, 
and my good: friend's converſation, paſs the te- 
inder of my days in the ſolitude he has cho- 


- 


ſen. nl 917 at inen 03 Ma Dig 
Well, Sir, replies the Raven, I ſhall be at all 
times glad to receive you in my old a 
way but you and I ſhould certainly prove mo 

unſuitable companions,” Your whole ambition 
is to ſhine in company, and to recommend 
yourſelf to the world by univerſal complaiſante; 
whereas my greateſt happineſs conſiſts in eaſe 
and privacy, and the ſelect converſation of .a 
tew whom I efteem. I prefer a good heart to 
* | the 


. 
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the moſt voluble tongue; and though queſtion- 
leſs oblig'd to you for the politeneſs of your 
profeſſions, yet I ſee your benevolence divided 
among ſo numerous' an acquarntance. that a very 
ſlender ſhare of it can remain for thoſe you are 
Peng to honour with the name of friends. 


F A B I. E XVIII. 


The Diamond and the Idi 


A Diamond of great beauty and luſtre, obſers 
ving, not only many other gems of a 
lower claſs ranged together with him in the 
ſame cabinet, but à Loadſtone likewiſe placed 
not far from him, began to queſtion the latter, 
how he came there; and what pretentions he 
had to be ranked among the precious: ſtones; 
he, who appeared to be no better than a mere 
flint; a ſorry, coarſe, ruſty-looking pebble; with- 
out any the leaſt ſhining quality to advance 
him to ſuch an honour: and concluded with de- 
firing him to keep his diſtance, and pay a pro- 
per reſpe& to his ſuperiors. I find ſaid the 
Loadſtone, that you judge by external appear- 
ances; and it is yourintereſt, that others ſhould 


form their judgment by the ſame rule. I muſt 


Own 
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own I baye, nothing to boaſt of in that reſpect; 
but I eee to ſay. that I make amends 
for my outward defects, by my inward qualities. 
The great improvement of navigation in theſe 
latter ages is intirely owing to me. It is ow- 
ing to me, that the diſtant parts of the world 
are known and acceſſible to each other; that the 
remoteſt nations are connected together, and 
all in a manner united into one common ſocie- 
ty;, that by a mutual intercourſe they relieve 
one another'g wants, and all enjoy the ſeveral 
bleſſings peculiar to each. Great Britain is 
indebted to me ſor her wealth, her ſplendous, 
and her power; and the arts and ſciences are 
in a great meaſure obliged to me for cheir late 
improvements, and their continual increaſe. 
Lam willing to allow you your due praiſe in 
its full extent; you are a very, pretty bawble; 
| Lam mightily delighted: to fee you glitter and 
ſparkle; I look upon you with pleaſure and 
furpriſe: but I muſt be convinced that you are 
of ſome ſort of uſe, before I acknowledge that 
you have any real merit, or treat you with 
n ure which powers wet to demand. 


4 
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F AB L E XIX. 
The un andthe Nets, 


| * Little Boy, playing in the fields, hinged 

to be ſtung by a Nettle, and came crying 
to his father: he told him, he had been hurt 
by that naſty weed ſeveral times before; that he 
was always afraid of it; and that now he did but 
Juſt touch it, as lightly as poſſible, when he was 
ſoſeverely ſtung. Child, fays he, your touching 
it ſo,gently and timorouſly is the very reaſon 
of its-hurting you. A Nettle may be handled 
ſafely, if you do it with courage and reſoluti- 
on: if you ſeize it boldly, and gripe it faſt, 
depend upon t it will never ſting you and you 
will meet with many ſorts of perſons, as well 
as things in the world, which deln to be g. 
1 the ors, __ manner. 0 


1 = 
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1 Monſter . 


a Aſttonomer was obletving the Sun i ho 
a teleſcope, in order to take an exact 
draught of the ſeveral ſpots, which appear up- 
on the face of it. While he was intent upon 
his obſervations, he was on a ſudden ſurpriſed 
with a new and aſtoniſhing appearance; a large 
portion of the ſurface of the Sun was at once 
covered by 'a Monſter of enormous ſize, and 
horrible form; it had an ĩmmenſe pair of wings, 
a great number of legs, and a long and vaſt 
proboſcis; and that it was alive, was very ap- 
tent, from his quick and violent motions, 
which the obſerver could from time to time 
plainly perceive. Being ſure of the fact, (for 
how could he be miſtaken in What he ſaw fo 
clearly?) our Philoſopher began to draw ma- 
ny ſurpriſing concluſions from premiſes ſo 
well eſtabliſned. He calculated the magnitude 
of this extraordinary animal; and found that 


he covered about two ſquare degrees of the 
Sun's 
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Sun's ſurface; that placed upon the earth he 
would ſpread over half one hemiſphere of it; 
and that he was ſeyen or eight times-as big as 
the moon. But what was moſt aſtoniſhing, was 
the prodigious heat that he muſt endure: it was 
plain, that he was ſomething of the nature of 
the ſalamander, but of a far more fiery tempe- 
rament; for it was demonſtrable from the clear- 
eſt principles, that in his preſent ſituation he 
muſt have acquired a degree of heat two thou- 
ſand times exceeding that of red hot iron. It 
was a Problem worth conſidering, whether he 
ſubſiſted upon the groſs vapours of the Sun, 
and ſo from time to time cleared away thoſe 
ſpots which they are perpetually forming, and 
which would otherwiſe wholly obſcure and in- 
cruſtate its face; or whether it might not feed 
on the ſolid ſubſtance of the orb itſelf, which 
by this means, together with the conſtant ex- 

ence of light, muſt ſoon be exhauſted and con- 
ſumed; or whether he was not now and then 
ſupplied by the falling of ſome eccentric Comet 
into the Sun: however this might be, he found 
by computation that the earth would be but 
ſhort allowance for him for a fewmonths. And 
farther, it was no improbable conjecture, that, 


as the earth was deſtined to be deſtroyed by 
M fre, 


161 ORIGINAL FABLES. 


fire, this fiery flying Monſter would remove 
hither at the appointed time, and might much 
more eaſily and conveniently effect a conflagra- 
tion, than any Comet, hitherto provided for 
that ſervice. In the earneſt purſuit of theſe, 
and many the like deep and curious ſpeculati- 
ons, the Aſtronomer was engaged, and was pre- 
paring to communicate them to the public. In 
the mean time, the diſcovery began to be much 
talked. of; and all the virtugſi gathered together 
to ſee ſo ſtrange: a fight. They were equally 
convinced of the accuracy of the obſervation, 
and of the concluſions ſo clearly deduced from 
it. At laſt, one, more cautious than the reſt, 
was reſolved, before he gave a full aſſent to the 
report of his ſenſes, to-examine the whole pro- 
ceſs of the affair, and all the parts of the inſtru- 
ment: he opened the Teleſcope, and behold! 
a {mall Fly was incloſed in it, which having 


ſettled on the center of the object-glaſs had giy- 


en occaſion to * this marvellous Theory. 


How often do men, thro' prejudice and paſh- 
on, thro' enyy and malice, fix upon the bright- 
eſt aud moſt exalted characters, the groſſeſt and 
moſt improbable imputations. It behoves us 
upon ſuch occaſions to be upon our guard, and 

| to 
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to ſuſpend our judgments; the fault perhaps 


is not in the object, but in the mind of the ob- 


ſerver. 
FA B L. E XXE 
The diſcontented Bee. 


e complained to Jupiter, of the nume- 
rous evils to which her condition expoſed 
her. Her body, ſhe ſaid, was weak and feeble, 
was ſhe condemned to get her living b 

perpetual toil; ſhe was benumbed by the cold 
of winter, and relaxed by the heat of Summer. 
Her haunts were infected with Poiſonous weeds, 
and her flights obſtructed by ſtorms and tem- 

In ſhort, what with dangers from with- 
out, and diſeaſes from within, her life was ren- 
dered one continual ſcene of anxiety and wretch- 
edneſs. Behold now, ſaid Jupiter, che froward- 
neſs and folly of this unthankful race! The 
flowers of the field I have ſpread before them 
as a feaſt, and have endeavoured to regale them 
with an endleſs variety. They now revel on 
odoriferous beds of thyme and lavender, and 
now on the ſtill more fragrant banks of violets 
and roſes. The huſineſs they complain of, is 

| M 2 the 
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the extraction of honey; and, to alleviate their 
toil, I have allowed them wings, which readily 
tranſport them from one delicious banquet to 
another. Storms, tempeſts, and noxious weeds, 
I have given them ſagacity to ſhunt; and if ever 
they are miſled, tis thro' the perverſeneſs of 
their inclinations. But thus it is with Bees, 
and thus with Men: they miſconſtrue the bene- 
volence of my deſigus, and then complain that 
my decrees are rigid: they ungratefully over- 
look all the advantages, and magnify all the in- 
conveniences of their ſtation. But let my crea- 
tures purſue their happineſs, thro the paths 
mark'd out by nature; and they will then feel 
no pain, which they have not pleaſures to com- 


penſate. 
| F A B I. E XXII. 


1 Snipe Shooter. 


As a ſportſman ranged the ßelds with his 
gun, attended by an experienced old ſpa- 
niel, he happened to ſpring a Snipe; and, near- 
ly at the ſame inſtant, a covey of Partridges. 
Surpriſed at the accident, and divided in his 
* he let fly too W and by this 


means 
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means miſſed them both, Ah, my good maſter, 


faid the ſpaniel, you ſhould never have two 
aims at once. Had you not been dazzled and 
ſeduced by the extravagant -hope of Partridge, 
you would moſt probably have fecured your 
Snipe. 


r AB L E XXIII. 
The Beggar and his Dog. 


A Beggar and his Dog ſat at the gate of a 
noble Courtier, and were preparing to 
make a meal on a bowl of fragments from the 
Kitchen- maid. A poor dependent of his Lord- 
ſhip's, who had been ſharing the ſingular fa- 
vour of a dinner at the ſteward's table, was 
ſtruck with their appearance, and ſtopped a 
little to obſerve them. The Beggar, hungry 
and voracious as any Courtier in Chriſtendom, 
ſeized with greedineſs the choiceſt morſels, and 
ſwallowed them himſelf; the reſidue was divided 
into -portions for his children. A ſcrag was 
thruſt into one pocket for honeſtJack,- a cruſt 
Into another for baſiful Tom, and a luncheon 
of cheeſe wrapt up with care for the little fayou- 
_ rite of his hopeful family. In ſhort, if any thing 
7 
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was thrown to the Dog, it was a bone ſo dloſe- 
ly picked, that it ſcarce afforded a pittance to 
keep life and ſoul together. How exadlly alike, 
ſaid the dependent, is this poor Dog's caſe and 
mine! He is watching for a dinner from a maſter 
who cannot ſpare it; I for a place from a needy 
Lord, whoſe wants perhaps are greater than my 
own; and whoſe relations, more clamorous than 
any of this Beggar s brats. Shrewdly was it ſaid 
by an ingenious writer, A 2 Dependent 1s 
a Besen 5 * | 


＋ A B L E XXIV. 4 


N the _ of 3 che Bun | 

deſcended behind the weſtern hills, he be- 
held à thick and unwholeſame Vapour extend- 
ing itſelf over the whole face of a9 vallies. 
Every ſhrub and every flower immediately fold- 
ed up its leaves, and ſhrunk from the — of 
this deteſted enemy. Well haſt thou choſen, ſaid 
the God of day, this the hour of my departure, 
to ſpread thy peſtilential influence, and taint 
the beauties of creation. Enjoy for a ſhort 
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ſhall return again with the morning, repair 


thy miſchiefs, and put an end to thy exiſtence. 


May the /landerer, in thine diſcern the fate of 
1 » ealumny, and by 8 to dm. return of 
"Truth. 


* A B IL. E XXV. 


Lie and Fa 


8 * 6 * & -. 


N bh molt early date of things; and among 
the eldeſt of beings, exiſted th Bod as the 
poets intitle him, or rather 1 as 
Plato calls him, whoſe name is Love. He was 
Aalliſting to the father of the God in reducing 
beo into order, in eſtabli the harmony | 
b of the univetſe, and in regulating.and putting 
in efeention. che la 1 * the operations 
of nature are performed. a franaSof the 
world ſubſiſts. Univerſal A ſeerged- to be 
his only ftudy, and he was the fupreme delight 
both of Gods and men. But in proceſs of 
timo. among other diſorders that aroſe in the 
univorſe, it appeared, that Love began to devi- 
At ate-very often from what had ſeemed till now 
to be his chief purſuitt he would raiſe ent 
- Gilturbances and confuſion in the co fr na- 
» M4 * nature: 
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ture; tho' it was always under the pretence of 
maintaining order and agreement. It ſeems 
he had entered into a very intimate acquaint- 
ance with a perſon, who had but lately made 
her appearance in the world. This perſon was 
Folly, the daughter of Pride and Ignorance. 
They were very often together, and, as often 
as they were, ſome miſchief was ſure to be the 
conſequence. By degrees he introduced her 
into the heavens; where it was their great jo 
by various artifices to lead the Gods into ſuch 
meaſures, as involved them in many inconveni- 
ences, and expoſed them to much ridicule. 
They deluded them all in their turns, except Mi- 
nerva, the only divinity that eſcaped their wiles. 
Even Jupiter himſelf was induced by them to 
take ſome ſteps not at all ſuitable to the digni- 
ty of his character. Folly had gotten the in- 
tire aſcendant over her companion; however, 
ſhe was reſolved to make ſtill more ſure of him, 
and  engroſs him wholly to herſelf: with this 
deſign {he infuſed a certain intoxicating juice 
into his nectar, the effects of which were ſo 
| werful, that in the end it utterly deprived 
im of his fight. Love was too much preju- 
diced in her favaur, to apprehend her to be the 
cauſe of his mis fortune; nor indeed did he ſeem 
0 | 
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to be in the leaſt ſenfible of his condition; 
But his mother Venus ſoon: found it out: and 
in the exceſs of her grief and rage carried her 
complaint to Jupiter, conjuring him to 

the ſorcereſs who had blinded her fon. Jupi- 
ter, willing to clear the heavens of ſuch trou- 
bleſome company, called both parties before 
him, and inquired into their conduct. After 
a full hearing he determined, that Folly ſhould 
make ſome ſort of reparation for the injury done 
to Love: and being reſolved to puniſh both for 
the many irregularities which they had lately 
introduced, he condemned Love to wander/a- 
bout the earth, and ordered Folly to be his 


ee 
FABLE XXVI. 


The Rags. 


NE day when the moon was under an 
Eclipſe, ſhe complained thus to the Sun 

of che diſcontinuance of his favours, My 
deareſt friend, ſaid ſhe, why do you not ſhine 
upon me as you uſed to do? Do I not ſhine up- 
on thee? ſaid the ſun; I am very ſure that I 
intend it. O no, replies che moon, but Inoue 
05 per- 
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the reaſon. I ſee that dirty Thanet, 
. the earth, is got between us. 


The good influences of the great would per- 
haps be more diffuſive, were it not for their miſ- 
chievous dependants, who are ſo frequently ſuf- 


fered to interpoſe. 
F AB L E XXVIL 


The Boy nd the bu 


A Boy, we tly ſmitten with the colours of 
a I , purſued it from flower to flow- 
er with indefatigable pains. Firſt he aimed to 
furpriſe it among the leaves of a roſe; then to 
cover it with his hat, as it was feeding on a 
daiſy; now hoped to ſecure it, as it reſted on a 
ſprig of myrtle; and now grew ſure of his prize, 

iving it loiter on a bed of violets. But 
the fickle Fly, continually changing one bloſ- 
ſom for another, ſtill eluded his attempts. At 
length, obſerving it half buryed in the cup of 
a tulip, he ruſhed forward, and ſnatching it 
with violence, cruſhed it all to pieces. The 
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with all the calmneſs-of a ſtoic, in the following 
manner,—Behold now the end of thy unprofit- 
able ſollicitude! and learn, for the benefit of thy 
future life, that all pleaſure is but a painted But- 
terfly; which, although it may ſerve to amuſe 
thee in the purſyit, if embraced with too mach 


ardour, will periſh in 50 graſp. 
F A B L E XXVII. i 
The Toad and the Ephemeron 


As ſome workmen were digging marble in 
a mountain of Scythia, they diſcerned a 
toad of an enormous ſize in the midſt of a ſolid 
rock. They were very much ſurpriſed: at: ſo 
uncommon an appearance, and.the more they 
conſidered the circumſtances of it, the more 
their wonder increaſed. It was hard to con- 
ceive by what means this creature had preſerved 
life and received nouriſhment in ſo narrow a 
priſon; and ſtill more difficult to account for 
his birth and exiſtence in a; place ſo totally in- 
acceſſible to all of his ſpecies. They could 
_ conclude no other, than that he was formed to- 
gether with the rock in which he had been 
bred, and was coeval with the mountain itſelf, 


* 
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While they were purſuing theſe ſpeculations, 
the Toad fat ſwelling and bloating, till he was 
ready to burſt with pride and ſelf-importance; 
to which at laſt he thus gave vent, —yes, ſays he, 
you behold in me a ſpecimen of the Antedilu- 
vian race of animals. I was begotten before 
the flood; and who is there among the preſent 
upſtart race of mortals, that ſhall dare to con- 
tend with me in nobility of birth or dignity of 
character? An Ephemeron, ſprung that morning 
from the river Hypanis, as he was flying about 
from place to place, chanced to be preſent, and 
obſerved all that paſſed with great attention 
and curioſity. Vain boaſter, ſays he, what 
foundation haſt thou for pride, either in thy de- 
ſcent, merely becauſe it is ancient, or thy life, 
becauſe it hath been long? What good quali- 
ties haſt thou received from thy anceſtors? In- 
ſignificant even to thyſelf, as well as uſeleſs to 
others, thou art almoſt as inſenſible as the block 
in which thou waſt bred. Even I, that had my 
birth only from the ſcum of the neighbouring 
river, at the riſing of this day's ſun, and who 
ſhall die at its ſetting, have more reaſon to ap- 
plaud my condition; than thou haſt to be proud 
of-thine. I have enjoyed the warmth of the 
ſun, PR of the day; and the purity of the 


Alr: 
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air: I have flown from ſtream to ſtream, from 
tree to tree, and from the plain to the moun- 

tain: I have provided for poſterity, and ſhall 
leave behind me a numerous offspring to peo- 
ple the next age of to-morrow: in ſhort, I have 
fulfilled all the ends of my being, and I have 
been happy. My whole life, 'tis true, is but 
of twelve hours; but even one hour of it is to 
be preferred to a thouſand years of mere exiſt- 
ence; or that have been ſpent, like thine, in 
floth, d and ſtupidity. 


e OI OY XXIX. 


The Peacock. 


HE Peacock, who at firſt was diſtinguiſh- 

ed only by a creſt of feathers, prefer'd a 
petition to Juno, that he might be honoured 
alſo with a train. As the bird was a particu- 
lar favorite, Juno readily enough aſlented; and 
his train was ordered to ſurpaſs that of every 
fowl in the creation. The Minion, conſcious 
ol his ſuperb appearance, thought it requiſite 
to aſſume a proportionable dignity of gait and 
manners. The common poultry of the farm- 


yard were quite aſtoniſh'd at his magnificence; 
and 
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and even the Pheaſants themſelves beheld him 
with an eye of enyy.—But when he attempted 
to fly, he perceived himſelf to haye ſacrificed all 


his aftvityto oftentation; and that he was encum- 


_ by the pomp in which he Placed his glory. 
F A B L E XXX. 


The Fyi $t. Paul's Cupola. 


As a Fly was bent leiſurely up one of 
the columns of St. Paul's Cupola, ſhe of- 
ten ſtopped, ſurveyed, examined, and at laſt 
broke forth into the following exclamation. 
Strange! that any one Who pretended to be an 
artiſt, ſhould ever leave ſo ſuperb a ſtructure, 
with ſo many roughneſſes unpoliſhed! Ah, my 
friend! ſaid a very learned archutett, who hung in 
his web under one of the capitals, you ſhould 
never decide of things beyond the extent of 
your capacity. This loſiy building was not 
erected for ſuch diminutive animals as you or 
me; but for a certain ſort of creatures, who are 
at leaſt ten thouſand times das large: to their 
eyes, it is very poſlible, theſe columns may 
ſeem as ſmooth, as to you appear the wings of 
Fay! favourite Miſtreſs. 


FABLE 
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FT A B L E NAI. 


The Elm Tree and the Vine. 


= extravagant young Vine, vainly ambiti- 
ous of independency, and fond of ram- 
bling at large, deſpiſed the alliance of a ſtately 
Elm that grew near, and courted her embraces. 
Having riſen to ſome ſmall height without any 
kind of ſupport, ſhe ſhot forth her flimſey 
branches to a very uncommon and ſuperfluous 
length; calling on her neighbour to take notice 
how little ſhe wanted his aſſiſtance. Poor in- 
fatuated ſhrub, replyed the Elm, how inconſiſt- 
ent is thy conduct! Would'ſt thou be truly inde- 
pendent, thou ſhould'|t carefully apply thoſe 
Juices to the enlargement of thy ſtem, which 
thou laviſheſt in vain upon unneceſſary foliage. 
I ſhortly ſhall behold thee groveling on the 
ground; yet countenanced, indeed, by many 
of the human race, who intoxicated with va- 
nity, have deſpiſed hconomy; and who, to 
| ſupport for a moment their empty boaſt of inde- 
pendence, have exhauſted the very ſource of it 
in frivolous expences. 


FABLE 


Ns ORICINAL\FABL'E'S. 


F AB L E XXXII. 


The Lauruſlinus and the Roſe-tree. 


* the quarters of a ſhrubbery, where deci- 
duous plants and ever-greens were inter- 
mingled with an air of negligence, it happened 
that a Roſe grew not far from a Lauruſtinus. 
The roſe; enliven'd by the breath of June, and 
attir d in all its gorgeous bloſſoms, look'd with 
much contempt on the Lauruſtinus; who had 
nothing to diſplay but the duſky verdure of 
its leaves. What a wretched neighbourhood, 
cryed ſhe, is this! and how unworthy to par- 
take the honour of my company! Better to 
bloom and dye in the deſert, than to aſſociate 
myſelf here with ſuch low and dirty vegetables. 

And'is this my lot at laſt, whom every nation 
has agreed to honour, and every Poet conſpired 
to reverence, as the undoubted ſovereign of the 
field and garden? If I really am ſo, let my ſub- 
jects at leaſt keep their diſtance, and let a circle 
remain vacant round me, ſuitable to the ſtate my 
rank requires. Here, gardiner—bring thy 
hatchet; prithee cut down. this Lauruſtinus; or 
at leaſt remove it to its proper ſphere. Be pa- 


cify'd, 
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cifyed, my lovely Roſe, replied the Gardiner; 
enjoy thy ſovereignty with moderation, and thou 
ſhalt receive all the homage which thy beauty 
canrequire. But remember that in winter, when 
neither thou nor any of thy tribe produce one 
flower or leaf to chear me, this faithful ſhrub, 
which thou deſpiſeſt, will become the glory of 
my garden. Prudence therefore as well as gra- 
titude is concerned, in the protection of a friend, 


that will ſhew his Friendſhip in adverſity. 
F A B L E XXXIII. 
e Senſitive Plant and the Palm-tree. 


THE Senſitive Plant, being brought out of 
1 | the greenhouſe on a fine ſummer's day, 
and placed in a beautiful grove. adorned with 
the fineſt foreſt trees and the moſt curious plants, 
began to give himſelf great airs, and to treat all 
that were about him with much petulance-and 
diſdain. Lord! ſays he, how could the gardi- 
ner think of ſetting me among a parcel of trees; 
groſs, inanimate things, mere vegetables, and 
perfect ſtocks! Sure he does not take me for a 
common plant, when he knows, that I have the 
ſenſe of feelingin a more exquiſite degree than 
£131. N he 
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he has himſelf. It really ſhocks me to ſee. into 
what wretched low company he has introduced 
me: tis more than the delicacy of my conſtitu- 
tion, and the extreme tenderneſs of my nerves, 
can bear. Pray, Mr. Acacia, ſtand a little far- 
ther off, and don't preſume quite ſo much up- 
on your idle pretence of being my coulin. 
Good Mr. Citron, keep your diſtance, I beſeech 
you; your ſtrong ſcent quite overpowers me. 
Friend Palm-tree, your offenſive ſhade is really 
more than I am able.to ſupport. The lofty 
Palm-tree, tho' little moved by ſo unmannerly 
an attack, condeſcended to rebuke the imper- 
tinent creature in the following manner. Thou 
vegetable fribble! Learn to know thyſelf, and 
thy own worthleſſneſs and inſignificancy. 
Thou yalueſt thyſelf on a vicious ſoftneſs, a falſe 
delicacy, the very defect and imbecility of thy 
nature, What art thou good for, that ſhrinkeſt 
at a touch, and droopeſt at a breath of air; fee- 
ble and barren, a perpetual torment to thyſelf, 
and wholly uſeleſs to others. Whereas we, 
whom thou treateſt with ſuch diſdain, make a 
grateful return to man for his care of us; ſome 
of us yield him fruit; others are ſerviceable to 
him by their ſtrength. and firmneſs; we ſhade 
him from the heat of the ſun, and we defend 
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him from the violence of the winds. I am par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed for my hardineſs and 
perſeverance, my ſteadineſs and conſtancy: and 
on account of thoſe yery qualities which thou 
wanteſt and affecteſt to deſpiſe, have the honour 
to be made the emblem of conqueſt, and the 
reward of the Conqueror. 


F A B LE XXXIV. 


The Tenhrites and the Ichneumon. 


Aeg. of prodigious ſize, and uncom- 
mon fierceneſs, infeſted the banks of the 
Nile, and ſpread deſolation through all the 
neighbouring country. He ſeized the ſhepherd 
together with the ſneep, and devoured the herdſ- 
man as well as the cattle. Emboldened by 
ſucceſs, and the terror which prevailed wherever 
he appeared, he ventured to carry his incurſi- 
ons even into the iſland of Tentyra, and to 
brave the people, who boaſt themſelves the 
only tamers of his race. The Tentyrites them- 
ſelves were ſtruck with horror at the appear- 
ance of a monſter ſo much more terrible than 
they had ever ſeen before: even the boldeſt of 


them abe not to attack him openly; and the 
| Ns moſt 
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moſt experienced long endeavoured with all their 
art and addreſs to ſurpriſe him, but in vain. 
As they were confulting together what they 
ſhould do in theſe circumſtances, an Ichneumon 
ſtepped forth, and thus addreſſed them: I per- 
ceive your diſtreſs, neighbours; and tho I can- 
not aſſiſt you in the preſent difficulty, yet give 
me leave to offer you ſome advice that may be 
of uſe to you for the future. A little prudence 
is worth all your art and your courage: it may 
be glorious to overcome a great evil, but the 
wiſeſt way is to prevent it. You deſpiſe the 
Crocodile while he is ſmall and weak; and do 
not ſufficiently conſider, that, as he is a long- 
lived animal, ſo tis his peculiar property to 

as long as he lives. Vouſee I am a poor, 
little, feeble: creature; yet am I much more ter- 
rible to the Crocodile, and more uſeful to the 
country, than you are. I attack him in the 
egg; and while you are contriving for months 
together, how to get the better of one Croco- 
dile, and all to no purpoſe, I ann de- 


ſtroy fifty of them in a day. 


FABLE 
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F A B L E . 
Tie Tulip and the Roſe. 


Tulip and a Roſe happened to be near 
neighbours in the ſame garden, They 
were both indeed extremely beautiful; yet the 
Roſe engaged conſiderably more than an equal 
ſhare of the gardiner's attention. Enamoured,. 
_ as-in truth he was, of the delicious odour it 

diffuſed; he appeared, in the eye of the Tulip, 
to be always kiſſing and careſſing-it. The en- 
vy and jealouſy of rival beauties are not eaſily 
to be concealed. The Tulip, vain of its exter- 
nal charms, and unable to bear the thought 
of being forſaken for another, remonſtrated in 
theſe words againſt the gardiner's partiality. 
Why are my beautics thus neglected? Are not 
my colours more bright, more various, and 
more inviting, than any which that red-faced 
Thing has to diſplay? Why then is ſhe to en- 
groſs your whole affetion,. and thus for ever 
to be preferred? e not diſſatisfyed, my fair 
Tulip, ſaid the gardiner; I acknowledge thy 
beauties, and admire them as they deſerve. 
But there are found in my favourite Roſe ſuch 
| N3 attrac- 
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attractive odours, ſuch internal charms, that I 


- enjoy a banquet in their fragrance, which no 
mere Leauty can ae to furniſh. 


F A B L E XXXVI. 
Nn Mood, and the Mallard, 


11 a Mallard were feeding to- 
gether in ſome marſhy ground at the tail 
of a mill-pond. Lard, ſays the ſqueamiſh Wood- 
cock, in what a voracious and beaſtly manner 
do you deyour all that comes before you! Nei- 
ther ſnail, frog, toad, nor any kind of filth, can 
eſcape the fury of your enormous appetite. 
All alike goes down, without meaſure and with- 
out diſtindtion.— What an odious vice is Gluttony! 


Good- lack! Reply'd the Mallard, pray how 
came you to be my accuſer? And whence has 
your exceſſive delicacy a right to cenſure my 
plain eating? Is it a crime to fill one's belly? 
Or is it not indeed a Virtue rather, to be pleaſed 
with the food which nature offers us? Surely 
I would ſooner be chatg'd with gluttony. than 
with that finical and fickly appetite, on which 
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you are pleaſed bo ground your ſuperiority of 
| we What a _ vice is daintingſs 


Thus endexvowring' to palliate their reſpec- 
tive paſhons, our epicures parted with a mutual 
contempt. The Mallard haſting to devour 
ſome garbage, which was in reality a bait, im- 
mediately gorged an hook thro” mere greedi- 


neſs and overſight: while the Wood-cock, fly- 


ing thro' a glade, in order to ſeek his favourite 
Juices, was entangled in a net, ſpread acroſs it 
for that purpoſe: falling each of thema ſacrifice 
to mm different, but equal, foibles. 


\-bi-P A B L E XXXVII. 
8 The two Truuts and the Gudgeon. 


"Fiſherman, in the month of may, ſtood an- 
gling on the banks of Thames, with an ar- 
tificial fly. He threw his bait with ſo much 
art, that a young Trout was ruſhing towards it, 
when ſhe was prevented by her mother. Never, 
| aid ſhe, my child, be too precipitate, where 
there is'a poſſibility of danger. Take due time 


to conſider, before you riſk an action that may 


be — * know yo whether yon appear- 
| N4 | ance 


14 
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ance be indeed a fly, or the ſnare of an enemy? 
Let ſome one elſe make the experiment before 
you. If it be a fly, he very probably will elude 
the firſt attack: and then the ſecond may be 
made, if not with ſucceſs, at leaſt with fafety.— 
She had no ſooner uttered this caution than a 


Gudgeon ſeiz d upon the 1 fly, and 
became an example to the giddy daughter, of the 


great importance of her mother's council, 
EA B.1L. x ei. 
The Stars and the Sky-Rocket. 


A S a Rocket, on a rejoicing night, aſcend- 
ed thro' the air, and obſerved the ſtream 
of light that diſtinguiſhed his paſſage, he could 
not forbear exulting in his elevation, and calling 
upon the Stars to do him reverence. Behold, 
ſaid he, what gazing ' multitudes admire the 
luſtre of my train, whilſt all 2 feeble ſparks of 
light paſs unobſerved, or diſregarded! The Stars 
heard his empty boaſt with a 1 ay indignation: 


the Dog-Star only vouchſafed to anſwer him. 
How erroneous, ſaid he, are their concluſions 
who liſten to the voice. of popular applauſe! 
Tis true, the novelty of thy appearance may 
Pro- 
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ure to thee more admiration then is allotted 
to our daily courſe, although indeed a laſting 
miracle. But do not eſtimate thy importance 
by the capricious fancy of miſguided men. 
Know thyſelf to be the uſeleſs pageant, the frail 
production of a mortal hand. Even while I 


ipeak, thy blaze is extinguiſhed, and thou art 


ſunk into i or We, on the other hand, 
were-lighted up by heaven for the advantage 
of mankind, and our glory ſhall endure for 
ever. | 


F A B IL E XXXIX. 


The Re and ir dhres Nen 


Wolf, a Fox, and a Hare; happened one e- 


vening to be foraging in different parts 
of a Farmer's yard. Their firſt effort was pret- 
ty ſucceſsful, and they returned in ſaſety to 
their ſeveral quarters: however, not ſo happy, 
as to be unperceived by the Farmer's watch- 


ful eye; who, placing ſeveral kinds of ſnares, 
made each of them his priſoner in the next at- 


tempt. He firſt took the Hare to taſk, who 
confeſſed ſhe had eaten a few turnip*tops, mere- 
ly to "— her hunger: beſought him piteoul- 


ly 
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ly to ſpare her life, and promiſed never to enter 
his grounds again. He then accoſted the Fox; 
who in a fawning obſequious tone, proteſted 
that he came into his premiſes thro' no other 
motive than pure good will, to reſtrain the 
Hares and other vermin from the plunder of 
his corn; and that, whatever evil tongues might 
ſay, he had too great a regard both for him and 
for juſtice, to be in the leaſt capable of any diſ- 
honeſt action. He laſt of all examined the Wolf, 
what buſineſs brought him within the purlieus 
of a Farmer's yard. The Wolf very impudent- 
ly declared, it was with a view of deſtroying his 
| lambs, to which he had an undoubted right: 
that the Farmer himfelf was the only felon, who 
robbed the community of Wolves of what was 
meant to be their proper food. That this, at 
leaſt, was his opinion: and, whatever fate at- 
tended him, he ſhould not ſcruple to riſque his 
life in the purſuit of his lawful prey. 


The Farmer having heard their pleas, deter- 
mined the cauſe. in the following manner. The 
Hare, ſaid he, deſerves: compaſſion, for the pe- 
nitence he ſhews, and the humble confeſſion 
he has made:—As for: the Fox and Wolf, let 


them be hanged/ together; their crimes them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves alike deſerve it, and are equally heightened 


by the aggravations of hypocrifie and of impu- 
dence. 


A SE 0 
The Snail and the Statue. 


Statue of the Medicean Venus was erected 
in a grove ſacred to beauty and the fine 
arts. Its modeſt attitude, its elegant proporti- 
ons, aſſiſted by the ſituation in which it was 
placed, attracted the regard of every delicate 
obſerver.—A Snail, who had fixed himſelf. be- 
neath the moulding of the pedeſtal, ” beheld 
with an evil eye the admiration it excited. 
Wherefore, watching his opportunity, he ſtrove 
by trailing his filthy ſlime over every limb and 
feature, to obliterate thoſe beauties which he 
could not endure to hear ſo much applauded. 
An honeſt linnet however who obſerved him 
at his dirty work, took the freedom to aſſure 
him that he would infallibly loſe his labour: 
For altho', ſaid he, to an injudicious eye, thou 
mayſt ſully the perfections of this finiſhed piece, 
yet a more accurate and cloſe inſpector, will ad- 


mare 


( 
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mire its beauty, thro all the blemiſhes with 
- which thou haſt endeavoured to diſguiſe it. 


F A B L E XLI. 
Th Wheel. 


| hu OM the head of a narrow valley that is 
wholly overſhaded by the growth of trees, 
a large 2 burſts forth with a luxuriance 
unexpected. Firſt the current ruſhes down a 
precipice with headlong impetuoſity; then daſht 
from rock to rock, and divided as it rolls along 
by fragments of ſtone or trunks of trees, it aſ- 
ſumes à milk-white appearance, and ſparkles 
thro' the gloom. All is intricacy; all is pro- 
fuſion: and the tide, however ample, appears 
yet more conſiderable by the fantaſtick growth 
of roots that hide the limits of its channel. 
Thus bounding down from one deſcent to ano- 
ther, it no ſooner gains the level, than it ſinks 
beneath the carth, and buries all its glory at 
our feet. 


A ſpeRator, aa ſource which 
furniſhed out this grand appearance, ſtood one 
day in a muſing poſture, and began to mora- 


lize 
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lize on its prodigality. Ah filly ſtream! ſaid he, 
why wilt thou haſten to uſt thy ſource, 
and thus wilfully incur the contempt that 
waits on poverty? Art thou ignorant that thy 
fands are by no means equal to this expence? 
Fear not, my kind adviſer, replyed the gene- 
rous caſcade: the gratitude I owe my maſter, 
who collected my rills into a ſtream, induces 
me to entertain his friends in the beſt manner 
I am able: when alone, I act with more ceco- 
nomy. 
( 


FABLE non 
The Oak and the Sycamore. 42 


A 
F\ 


Sycamore grew befide an Oak; and being 

not a little elevated by the firſt warm days 

in ſpring, began to pour forth its leaves apace, 
and to deſpiſe the naked Oak for inſenfibility, 
and want of ſpirit, The Oak, conſcious of its 
ſuperior nature, made this ſtoĩcal reply. Be 
not, my friend, ſo much delighted with the firſt 
addreſs of every fickle zephyr: conſider the 
froſts may yet return: do not afford them an 
opportunity to nip thy beauties in their bud, 
if thou coveteſt an equal hare in all the glories 
ö of 
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of the riſing year. As for me, I only wait to 
fee this genial warmth a little confirmed: and, 
whenever this is the caſe, I ſhall perhaps diſ- 
play a majeſty that will not eaſily be ſhaken. 
But the tree that appears too ſuddenly affected 
by the firſt favourable glance of ſpring, will ever 
be the firſt to ſhed its verdure, and to er be- 


* . frowns of winter. 
FT. Abi B. U. E XIII. 
Th We and the Shepherd's Dog. 


A Walt ranging over the foreſt, came within 
the borders of a ſheep-walk; when meet- 
ing with the ſhepherd's Dog, that with a ſurly 
ſort of growl demanded his buſineſs there, he 
thought proper to put on as innocent an ap- 
pearance as he could, and proteſted upon his ho- 
nour that he meant not the leaſt offence. I am 
afraid, ſaid the Dog, the pledge of your honour 
is but a poor depoſite for your honeſty: you muſt 
not take it amiſs, if I object to the Security. No 
flur upon my reputation, replied the Wolf, I 
beg of you. My ſenſe of honour is asdelicate, 
as my great atchievements are renowned. I 


would not leave a ſtain upon my memory for 
the 
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the world. The fame of what are commonly 
called great atchievements is very precious, to be 
ſure, returned the Dog; almoſt equal to the 
character of an excellent butcher, a gallant 
highway-man, or an expert aſſaſſin. While the 
Dog was yet ſpeaking, a lamb happened to ſtray 
within reach of our hero. The temptation was 
ſtronger than he was able to reſiſt: He ſprung 
upon his prey, and was ſcouring: baſtily away 
with it. However the Dog ſeized, and held him, 
till the arrival of the ſhepherd, who took mea- 
ſures for his execution. - Juſt as he was going 
to diſpatch him; I obſerve, ſays the Dog, that 
one of your noble atchievements, is the deſtruction 
of the innocent. You are welcome to the re- 
now, as you are alſo to the reward of it. As 
for me, I ſhall prefer the credit of having honeſtly 
defended my maſter's property, to any fame you 
have acquired by thus heroically invading it. 


CWC 


The Muſhroom and the Acorn. 


| AN Acorn fell from the top of an old vene- 
rable Oak, full on the head of a Muſhroom 

that unhappily ſprung up beneath it. Wound- 
8 ed 
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ed by the blow, the muſhroom complained of 
the incivility. Impertinent upſtart, replyed the 
Acorn, why didſt thou, with familiar boldneſs, 
approach ſo near to thy ſuperiors? ſhall the 
wretched offspring of adunghill preſume to raiſe 
its head, on a ſpot ennobled by my anceſtor for ſo 
many generations? I do not mean, returned 
the Muſhroom, to diſpute the honour of thy 
birth, or to put my,own in competition with 
it. On the contrary, I muſt acknowledge that 
I hardly know from whence I ſprang. But ſure 
tis merit, and not mere anceſtry, that obtains 
the regard of thoſe, whoſe 8 is truly 
valuable. I have little pe to e 
ſurely thou who haſt thus 2 me, 
T 
of mankind, and give a poignant flavour to 
their moſt elegant entertainments; while thou, 
with all thy-boaſted anceſtry, art fit to fatten 
Hogs alone. 


v4 4% 
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Wiſdom and Selfiſtneſs. 


S Wiſdom, in the form of a beautiful young 
lady, was travelling along the road, it 
happened, on a time, that ſhe was benighted 
and loſt her way. She however had not wan- 
dered far, when perceiving a light glimmer 
from a window at ſome diſtance, ſhe endeavour- 
ed to direct her ſteps towards the houſe where 
it appeared. This proved to be no other than 
the miſerable abode of Selfiſkneſs; who, beneath 
the ſemblance of a churliſh and cloſe-fiſted pea- 
{ant, had long taken up his reſidence in this lone- 
ſom habitation. She knockedat the door, to en- 
quire her way. The Lout opened it with cau- 
tion; but, being immediately ſtruck with the 
uncommon luſtre of ſo fine. a figure, he found 
his appetite awake, and became impatient for 
the gratification of it. "Wiſdom, on the other 
hand, feeling an utter deteſtation for him, 
would have willingly withdrawn herſelf; but 
alas! jt was too late. He took advantage of 
1 diſtreſs; ſeized, and forced her to his bed. 
| O Nine 
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Nine months afterwards ſhe was delivered of a 
ſquint-eyed, ſallow-faced imp, unto whom ſhe 
never could be induced to ſhew any marks of 
natural affection. She would not even own 
him for her proper offspring; and he was put 
into the hands of Dullneſs, to be nurſed and edu- 
cated at her diſcretion. - As he arrived to years 
of maturity, he was known by the name of Cun- 
ning. Some faintireſemblance he bore of his 
Mother, procured him a degree of reſpet among 
perſons of ſmall difcernment; and he ſhewed 
fomewhat of ker addreſs in regard to the means 
by which he gained his ends; but he had fo 
much of the Father, as never to extend his aims 
to 25 7 truly ed oy ſocial atchievement. 


7 A B L E XLVI. 
n. Toad and he ch. 


* A 4 Gold-Biſh, newly brought ww the 
warm regions of the eaſt, diſplayed his 
beauties in the ſun; a Toad, who had long eyed 
him with no ſmall degree of envy, broke out 
into this exclamation. How partial and how 
Kamtaſlck is the favour of mankind! regardleſs 
any N excellence that is obvious and familiar; 

and 
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and only ſtruck with what is imported from a 
diſtant; climate at a large expence! What apom- 
pous baſon is here conſtructed, and what ex- 
treme fondneſs is here ſhewn, for this inſignifi- 

cant ſtranger! When a quadrupede of my impor- 
tance is neglected, ſhun d, and even perſecuted. 

Surely were I to appear in China, I ſhould re- 
ceive the ſame or perhaps greater honours than 
are laviſhed here upon this tinſel favourite. 


The Gold-Fiſh, conſcious of his real beauty, 
and ſomewhat angry. to be thus inſulted by ſo 
very unſightly and deform'd a creature, made 
this rational reply. It muſt be confeſſed that 
the opinions of men, are ſometimes guided by 
the caprice you mention. Yet, as for me and 
the reſt of my tribe, it is well known that if we 
are admired in England, we are not leſs ad- 
mired at home: being there eſteemed by the 
greateſt mandarins, fed by tated officers, and 
lodged in baſons as ſuperb as any your nation 
has to boaſt. Perhaps then, no 
your ſage remark, there are ſome virtues and 
ſome qualitĩes that pleaſe or diſguſt almoſt uni- 
verſally; and as innocence joined to beauiy ſeldom 
fails to procure eſteem, ſo malice added to de. 


1 cauſe as F 12 
1 FABLE 
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F A B LE XILVII. 
The Hermit. 


Certain Hermit had ſcooped his cave near 
the ſummit of a lofty mountain, from 
whence he had an opportunity of ſurveying a 
large extent both of ſea and land. He ſat, one 
evening, contemplating with pleafure on the 
various objects that lay diffuſed before him. 
The woods were dreſt in the brighteſt verdure; 
the thickets adorned with the gayeſt bloſſoms. 
The birds caroled beneath: the branches; the 
lambs frolicked around-the meads; the peaſant 
_ whiltled beſide his team; and the ſhips driven by 
gentle gales were returning ſafely into their 
proper harbours. In ſhort, the arrival of ſpring 
had doubly enlivened the whole ſcene before 
his eye; and every object yielded a diſplay ei- 
ther of ; or of happineſs. | 


On 2 an aroſe a violent ſtotm. The 
winds muſtered all their fury, and whole foreſts 
of oak lay ſcattered on the ground. Darkneſs 
ng rag ſucceeded; 4 UAE and rain were 

poured 
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poured forth in cataracts, and lightning and 
thunder added horror to the gloom. 


And now the ſea piled up in mountains bore 
aloft the largeſt veſſels; while the horrid uproar 
of its waves drowned the ſhrieks of the wretch- 
ed mariners. When the whole tempeſt had 
exhauſted its fury, it was inſtantly followed by 
the ſhock of an earthquake. 


The poor inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages flocked in crowds to our Hermit's cave; 
fully convinced, that his well-known ſanctity 
would be able to protect them in their diſtreſs. 
They were, however, not a little ſurpriſed at 
the profound tranquility that appeared in his 
countenance. * My friends, ſaid he, be not 
diſmayed. Terrible to me, as well as to you, would 
have been the war of elements we have juſt be- 
held; but thatT have meditated with ſo much at- 
tention on the various works of Providence, as 
to beperſuaded that his goodneſs is equal to his 


03 FABLE 
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F A B L E XLVIII. 
The bn, 


1 . 7 
Ar. Dove that had a mäte ah Foung ohes, 
happening to ſpy heftage-door open, was 
driven by a ſudden impulſe to fly out into an 
adjacent grove. There, perched upon the 
bough ea ſycamore, ſhe ſat as it were wrapt in 
deep contemplation; not recovering from her 
revenie, until the owner drew nigh unſeen, and 
brogaht her back to yor little . 8 
Nn "77 504 
Aft Wet band dhe, aun hen 
thus to deſert thy helpleſs offspring? Art thou 
not baſe;” to abanden me, for the company of 


birds to whim thou art a 1 Could I 
ught? 


have harboured ſuch a tho who have 
been ever conſſant to dur firſt engagement; and 
muſt have dytd of mine deſpair, hadſt thou not 
returned to my embracesꝰ But how, alas, return- 
ed! Not, as it — choice; but enſnared 


by dint of artifice, and on by con- 
ſtraint. 


Have patience, m— the rambler, ad hear 
; IF the 


1 
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the plea of thy repentant mate. Witneſs all ye 
powers of wedlock, ye that know what paſles 
in the hearts of Doves, if ever, before this un- 
happy moment, I felt a wiſh to part from 
thee! The door, ſo ſeldom open, allowed but 
one moment for. deliberation, and I happened 
to decide amiſs. When removed to yonder 
wood, the air of liberty breathed ſo very ſweet, 
that, with horror I ſpeak it, I felt a ſuſpenſe 
about returning to the cage. Pardon, I pray 
thee, this one crime, and be well aſſured I will 
relapſe no more. And that thou mayſt be the 
more induced to pardon it, know that the love 
of liberty burns ever the ſtrongeſt, in boſoms 
tat are moſt prone to conjugal affection and 


the love of young. 
F AB L E XIX. 
The Nightingale and the Bullfinch. 


1 and a Bullfinch occupied two 
cages in the ſame apartment. The Night- 
ingale perpetually varied her ſong, and every 
effort the mae, afforded freſh entertainment. 
The Bullfinch always whiſtled the ſame dull 
tune that he had learnt, till all the family grew 

O 4 | weary 
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weary of the /diſguſtful repetition. What is 
the reaſon, ſaid the Bullfinch one day to his 
neighbour, that your ſongs are always heard 
with peculiar attention, while mine, I obſerve, 
are almoſt as wholly diſregarded? The reaſon, 
replyed the Nightingale, is obvious; your au- 
dience are ſufficiently acquainted with every 
note you have been taught, and they know your 
natural abilities too well, to expect any thing 
new from that quarter. How then can you ſup- 
poſe they will liſten to a ſongſter, from whom 
nothing native or original is to be expected? 


FABLE I. 
| Tie Fighting Cocks, and the Turkey. 


WO Cocks of the genuine game breed, 

-met by chance upon the confines of their 
reſpective walks. To ſuch great and keroick ſouls, 
the ſmalleſt matter imaginable affords occaſion 
for diſpute. They approach each other with 
pride and indignation; they look defiance; they 
crow a challenge; and immediately commences 
a long and bloody battle. It was fought on 
both fides with ſo much courage and dexterity ; 
they gave and . received ſuch deep and deſ- 


perate 
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perate wounds; that they both lay down upon 
the turf utterly ſpent, blinded, and diſabled. 
While this was their ſituation, a Turkey that 
had been a ſpectator of all that paſſed between 
them, drew near to the field of battle, and re- 

roved them in this manner. How fooliſh and 
abſurd has been your quarrel, my good neigh- 
bours! A more ridiculous one could ſcarce 
have happened, amongſt the moſt contentious 
of all creatures, men. Becauſe you have crowed 
perhaps in each other's hearing, or that one of 
you has picked up a grain of corn upon the 
territories of his rival, you have both rendered 
yourſelves miſerable for the remainder of your 
days.” 


$A... 


| The King-fiſher and the Sparrow. - _ 

A a King-hſher was fitting beneath the 

ſhade, upon the banks of a river; ſhe was 
ſurpriſed on a ſudden by the fluttering of a 
Sparrow, that had eloped from the neighbour- 
ing town, to viſit her. When the firſt compli- 
ments were over, © How is it poſlible, ſaid the 
Sparrow, that a bird ſo finely adorned, can 


think 
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think of ſpending all her days in the very depth 
ol retirement! The golden plumage of your 
© breaſt, the ſhining azure of your pinions, 
- were never given you to be concealed, but to 
attract the wonder of beholders. Why then 
ſhould you not endeavour to know the world, 
and be, at the ſame time, yourſelf, both known 
and admired?” You are very complaiſant at 
leaſt, replyed the King-fiſher, to conclude that 
my being admired, would be the conſequence of 
my being known. But it has ſometimes been 
my lot, in the loneſom vales that I frequent, 
to hear the complaints. of beauty that has been 
neglected; and of worth that has been deſpiſed. 
Poſſibly it does not always happen, that even 
fuperiour excellence is found to excite admiration, 
or obtain encouragement. + I have learn'd be- 
fides, not to build my happineſs upon the opi- 
nion of „ 4 ſo much i upon my own con- 
viction, and the approbation of my own heart. 
Remember, Iam a King-fiſher; theſe woods and 
ſtreams are my delight; and ſo long as they are 
free from winds and tempeſts, believe me, I am 
perfectly content with my fituation. Why 
therefore ſhould I court the noiſe and buſtle of 
the world, which I find ſo little agreeable to my 


native * It may be the joy of a Sparrow 
to 
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quence. I, for my part. love — privacy, 
and contemplation; and think that Every-one 
ſhould conſult the native biaſs of his temper, 
before he chuſes the way of life in which he 


expects to meet with pets. 
F A B L. E II. 
The Bee and the Spider. 


N the leaves and flowers of the ſame ſhrub, 
a Spider and 4 Bee purſued their ſeveral 
occupations; the one covering her thighs with 
honey, the other diſtending his bag with p6i- 
ſon. The Spider, as he glanced his eye oblique- 
ly at the Bee, was ruminating with ſpleen on 
the ſuperiority of her productions. And how 
happens it, ſaid he, in a peeviſh tone, that I am 
able to collect nothing but poiſon, zm the elf 
ſame plant tha ſpies thee with honey 2 ly 
pains and induſtryare- not leſs than * 
thoſe reſpects, we are each 3 0, 
proceeds only, replyed the Bee our 5 
poſite tempers and conſtitution. The benevo- 
lence and ſweetneſs of my diſpoſition gives a 
ſimilar flavour to every thing I touch; whereas 


thy 
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thy malignity turns even that to poiſon, which 
by a different proceſs had been the pureſt of 


, honey. 
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The Trees and ht i 
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. F * B L K II. 

The Frogs deſiting a King. 
Ns better to bear with ſome defetts in 4 mild and gen- 
le government, . 
F A I. E A 

The Wolf d the Shepherds. _ 

We ſenerdy 600? . 

Fra 

r-AS.6 E IV. 
The Belly and the Members. 


The folly of wiſhing to withold our part from the ſup- 
fort of civil government. 


N 


„ The Fox andthe Swallow. 

We ſhould well confider, whether the removal of a pre- 
ſent evil does not tend to introduce a greater. 

BF A MES... 
. The Fox and the Raven. 
herever flat ains admiſſuon, it ſeems to bani 

When 8 5 Mon, it . iſh 

F; MB E vn. 

..-. The Fox and the Stork. | 

We | ſhould always refleft, bifare. we rally. another, wi. 
ther we can bear to have the 2 Jeſt retorted. 

F A B L. E. VIII. 
The Daw with 50 Feathers. 

To aim at figure by the medns either of borrowed wit, 
or borrowed money, g Wy ſubjects us at laſt to 
tenfold ridicule. 

FA n I. E NX. 
i The Wolf and the Lamb. 

Thy © Oo 45 not feel the ſentiments of Nay it 

eldom liſten to the pleas of 6.5 1 
F A B L E 
The Mountain in n 


To raiſe uncommon expettations, "raiders r 
event, ridiculous. FA 


FE NT Di EX) 


FiA B Li Ei: ML 
The Boys and the Frogs. 
"Tis unjuſt and cruel to raiſe ourſelves mirth, at the ex- 
pence of another” s peace or happineſs. 
FAB LE XI. 
The Lark and her Young-ones. 
To rely principally upon our own diligence, in matters 
that concern ourſelves 
F A BL" E - RE 
The Stag drinking. 
The falſe eſtimate we ofies make inreferreng our orna- 
mental talents, to our uſeful ones. 
: FTA B. LR" "RV. 
The Swallow and other Birds. 
Some will liſten to 2 but what they derive 
F A B LE RC” 
The Aſs and the Lap-dog. 
2 of attempting to recommend ourſelves, by a be- 
haviour foreign to our character. 
F A B L E XVI. 
The Lion and the Mouſe. 
We may all need the aſſiſtance of our inferiours; and 
bon Kays means confider the meaneſt among them, 
as TY incapable of returning an obligation. 


LAN: Di E XN. 


F AB L E XVII. 
The Wolf and the Crane. 
Tis the utmoſt extent of ſome mens gratitude, barely to 
refrain from oppreſſing and injuring their bens- 
b. 
F A B L E XVIII. 
The Country-man and the Snake. 
The folly of conferring either power upon the miſchie- 
vous, or favours on the undeſerving. 
F A B L E. XIX. 
The Dog and the Shadow. \ 
That an over-greedy diſpoſition often Jubjetls us to boſe 
. what we already poſſeſs. 
„AB I E XX. 
The Sun and the Wind. 
Gentle means, on . are more effettual 
than violent ones. 
F A B L E XXI. 
| The Wolf and the Maſtiff. | 
That a mere competence with liberty, is able to 
ſervitude amid the greateſt —— ra 
F A B L E XXII. 
vis Fortune and the School. boy. 8 | 
We are always read io cure fortune fr th il of 


of our own carel 
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FAB LE XXIII. 
The Frog and the Ox. 

The filly ambition to vie with our ſuperiors, in regard 
to outward figure, rather than inward accompliſh- 
ments, is often the cauſe of utter ruin. 

F A B L E XXIV, 
The Lion and other Beaſts hunting. 

The great imprudence of an aſſociation with too power- 

ful allies. 
AB LIE XV, 
The Ant and the Fly. | 

The independence acquired by induſtry, preferable to 

the moſt ſplendid ſtate of vaſſalage. 
F A B LE UI. 
The Bear and the two Friends. 

Cowards incapable of true friendſhip. 

F A B L E. XXVII. 
The Bull and the Gnat. 

T he leaſt confiderable of all mankind are ſeldom deſti- 
tute of ſelf-importance. 

FAB L E XXVII 
The Waſp and the Bees. 

The folly of arrogating to ourſelves, works, of which 

we are by no means capable. 


2 
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F AB L E XXIX. 
The old Man and Death. 

Men under calamity may ſeem to wiſh for death, but they. 
"IO LONG Hs, them in the 
face. 1 

1 F XXX. 
The Court and the Country-Mouſe. 

That auen poverty with peace is preferable to the great- 
ef affluence amidſt anxieh. 

F A B L. E XXXI. 
The Fox and the Goat. 

That, when we are going to encounter difficulties, we 
„ e ee eee 
aſſiſtance of our neighbours, gm 
. F ABB L. E XXXII. 

The Farmer, the Cranes, and the Stork. 

Thoſe who keep bad company, muſt often expe to fulfer | 
for the miſbehaviour of their companions. 

F AB L. E XXXIII. 
The Oak and the Willow. 

The courage of meeting death in an honourable cauſe, 
is more commendable than any addreſs or artifice we 

E m——_——y evade it. 

F A B L. E XXXIV.. 
The Boy and the Filberts. 


T hefureft way to gain our ends, is to moderate our defires. 


F NI M N X 


Fi BIKL EI WO. 
The Satyr and the Traveller. 
immediate ö 
on we ſind to be a 22 
F. A B L E XVI. 
The Horſe and the Stag. 
Let revenge be ever ſo feet, tis too dear a purchaſe at 
the price of liberty. 
FAB L' E XXXVI. 
The Farmer and his Sons. 
That induſtry is itſelf a treaſure. | 
F A B L E XXXVIII. 
- The Lion and the Gnat. : 
That little minds are ſo much elevated by any advan- 
tage gainedover their ſuperiours, as to be immediate- 
. ty thrown off 6 
of fortune. 
FFB. 
The Miſer and his Treaſure. | 
Wannen SISTER 
any real value. | 
F A B L. E XL.” 
.  Minerva's Olive. 
r . 
r 
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EZ AB 1 4 Al. 
The Mimick and the Country- man 

There is mo err an extravagant, or fan and 
partiality. 

FAB LE 4X1. 
The Dog and the Crocodile. 

"Tis ever dangerous to be long converſant with perſons 
of a bad character. 

KDL E XIII. 
The Wolf in diſguiſe. 

There would be little chance of detecting h were 

it not always addicted to over- act its part. 
F A B L E. XIIV. 
I! he Bee and the Spider. 

Neither ingenuity nor learning are entitled to regard, 
but in proportion as they contribute to the happings 
of fe. © 

FAB: LB uv. 

Pan The Aſs and his Maſter. | 

That avarice often miſſes its point, thro" the means if 
uſes to ſecure it. | 

FA B+ L. EC xIVI. 
The Cock and the Fox. 


To gegner. went aa. 
| able part of ledefence. 


E NE EK X 


F AB L E ,XLVIL 
The Eagle and the Crow. 
A falſe eſtimatt of our own abilities, ever expoſes us to 
ridicule, and ſometimes to danger. 
F AB L E XLVIII. 
The Farmer and the Stag. 
Some expedt the thanks that are due to a civility, while 
they endeavour clandeſtimely to undermine the value 


of ut, | 
FA B L E MIX. 
The Lion, the Tiger, and the Fox. 
„„ pv en 
em of ſeizing the property in diſpute. 
F AB LE I. 
The Lion and the Aſs. 
A total negleft is the be return the generous can make 
Tae of ee 
F ,A'B: LE EE 
The Snake and the Hedge-hog. 
'Tis ever imprudent to join miereſts with thoſe who are 
able to impoſe upon us their own conditions. 
| FAB L E II. 
The Trumpeter. 


ben is at leaſt as culpable as he 
n 


J 


LIN. B LEA MII. 
Vice and Fortune. 
That x without the concurrence of vice, cannot ef- 
fectually deſtroy our happineſs: whereas vice, without 
the help *. eee 
extreme. 
07 F 4 5 * E V. 
0 The Bear and the Bees. * 
'T were more prudent to acquieſce under an injury from 
a ſingle perſon, than'by an at of vengeance to bring 
upon us the 2 of « 75 whole reer, 
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| -F1 AT BI LA EL. N 
The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. | 
7 HE . one s reaſon, 
inſtead f attempting to pleaſe all mantind. 
A AAB ILAE AI 
; The Sorcereſs. 
e are 4 0 t that | 
tete 


F NM IK Ef 2 
III. 


The Cameleon. 
The different lights in which things appear to different 
recommend candar 10 the opinions of o- 
"thers, even at the time that we retain our own. 
„Fg N. B.. Io; Kio 
1 The Wolf and the Lamb. 
8 arugſi ſhould make caution ſupply the 
Place of years and experience. 
| F A B L. E V. 
The Fox and the . \ '\ 


We ſlould"bear with patience a ſmall evil, when it is 
connefled with a greater good. "$140 
FAB LA 2 VEL 
The Falcon and the Hed. 
— P eriner cotrtirtiſetiets 
of condu#t. | 
FiA B LE Vu. 
the Travellers and the Money⸗bag 
CC 
7 mme 
fr N 


5 4 B 1 E vm. 

Ihe diſcontented Ass. | 
— th hopping of diſs, by andere 
A el 


END E. X. 


F A B L E IX. 
The two Springs. 
There is more to be expetied from ſedate and filent, than 
from noyy, turbulent, and oftentations beginnings. 
- FAB LE” X. 4 
The Butterfly and the Roſe. 
We exclaim loudly againſt that inconſtancy in another, 
to which we originally gave occaſion, by our" own. 
F r 
| The Tortoile and the o Ducks. 
Curiofity often extites thaſe people to hazardous under- 
takings, whom a+ age — PE totally 
unfit or them. d Mun Rao 
An L AXE. 
The Cat and the old Rat. 


e hap 


our guard againſt it. ANG! 


ADI X08. 
The Country-maid'and che Milk-pail. 
When we dwell much on diſtant and chimerieal advan. 
DNN 
ſed to real misfortunes. | 
F A, B L B -XIV. 
The ConnormracthiFilbes,: 


*Tixextreme folly to an altoite ELITES 
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F A B IL. E XV. 
The Atheiſt and the Acorn. 
He who diſputes the exiſtence of a deity, en 
af conflted by every part of nature. 
P-&. B* 1; vt; 
The-Lynx and the Mole. 
"ſhould uſe the\talents that nre allotted, and are 


* * e, to our ſhecies; inſtead of diperaging' thoſe 


faculties, that are as property 
F A B I. E XVII. 
The Spider and the Silkavdrm. 

He tha is ed in works of 'uſe, generally advan- 
tages himſelf or others; while he who toils alone for 
fame, nut often expeft to.loſerhis labour. 

F A B L E NXVIII. 
Ihe Dee and the hahe on v1 17 
The great genius with a vindifive tember, 22 
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og A B 1 E Xxx. | 
Pathol Virtue, ape 1 
That there SOR irreparablyloſt, as reputation. 
1F 2A I L BI ze; | 
| The Court of Death. * de? e 
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BA B L. E XXI. 
| Induſtry and Sloth. 
k On tn of if dos nat ali ime, for lng pate 
22 deliberations, AY 
F. A B IL. E. XXII. 
The Hare's ears. | 
A prdew pe will not only preſerve his innocence, 
dut auoid the conſequence. of Rs hed be 
may afford to his oppreſſor. > 
FA B 'L JE XXIII. 
| The Hermit and the Bear. 
Tze random zeal of i a ren is fn 
ic\ hurtful-as the wrath. of engmits.. |, 
FT A B L E KNIVES 


| Thie /Paſſenger and the Pilot. 
We are no where . Hege ee. either 
n 10 puniſh, or 0 protets us, ii 8A 4 
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The partial] 


The mjuries wt do, aid the ws er, wy eldom 
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ien . 4A 3. 1. E. XVI. inal 
ws fox that had loſt bis ke l. 
"Tis common for men to wiſh dthers' reduced to their 
| own. lev and we ought. to guard againſt ſuch ad- 
n from dad principle. 2 
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FAB Li BE EXETE 
The Nobleman and his Son. 


The means ſuggeſted by ſuperſtition to ſecure us from 
misfortune, often bring it upon our heads. © 


FAB L E XXVIII. 
Jupiter and the Herdſman. 
Were our ill. jud ged prayers to be always granted, how 
many would be rumed at their own requeſl! 
F AB L E XXIX 
The Eagle and the Ow-Wẽl. 
The beat of parens e RI 
| lous, and their children unhappy. | 
F A B L E XXX. 
e Plague — the Beaſts: 
The = and helpleſs undergo thoſe puniſhments for 
mall and trivial offences; which the rich and powet- 
ful eſcape, for crimes of a much blacker nature... 
FAN B I E XXX 
The Cat, the Cock, and a young Mouſe. 


If we truſt merely to outward appearances, e. fhall of- 
ten err in engine! Ns ens ge 
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The Farmer and. his Dog. ö 
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F AB L E XXXIII. 
| The Gnat and the Bee. 

Men expoſtulate to litile purpoſe, when their own exam- 
ple confutes their argument. | 
FAB L E XXXIV. 
The Owl and the Eagle. 

Narrow minds think the of the ve 76 ohm 

have been contrived to ſuit themſelves alone. 
F A B L E XXV. 
The Lion, the Wolf, and the Fox. 
Men who meditate miſchief, ſuggeſt the ſame to others; 
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1 wy B IL. E XXXVI. 

N * The Blind Man and the Lame. 

The wants and weakneſs of individuals form the con- 
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The Lion, che Bear. and the Monkey. 
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F A B L E XXXVIIL 

The Owl and the Nightingale. 


"Tisnatural for a pedant to deſpiſe thoſe arts, which ho. | 
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F A B L E 'XXXIX. 
The Ant and the Caterpillar. 
Boys of no very promifing appearances, often becoms the 
1 3 ö 
PAK B*LB* XL. 
The two Foxes. 

We ſhould ever guard againſt thoſe vices, that are chiefly 
incident to our times of life : exceſs and riot, whilſt we 
are young; en rn as we grow in 
years. 


A B I. E XII. 
The conceited Owl. 
Schemes of ambition, without proper talent, ways ter- 
minate in diſgrace. 
F A B I. E XIII. | 
The Fon and the Cat. 
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FABLE XLII. 
The two Horſes. 


The « objec of our pride, is often the cauſe of our misfor- 
F A B L E XIV, 
The Doye-and the Ant. 


11 ft important ads of gratitude performed 
by the moſt aneh intruments * 
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Fi A B L E XIV. 
I The Parrot. 1 
tho ſometimes the mien of wiſdom, is 0 
found to be the maſk 9 _ | * 
F A BLE XLVI. 
The Cat and the Bat. 
Inclination ſeems to have got . when we 
tet io find it, in books of caſuiſtry. 
e A B I. E n 
The two Lizards. 
The fup erior fafity of an obſcure ad bonds ations 
balance for the honors of high and envyed life. 
FAE "XLVIR-\ 
Jupiter's Lottery. e 
Folly paſſing with men for wiſdom, makes each content- 
ed with his own. ſhare of underſtanding. 
FFM B LDE XIIX. 
Abe Litigious Cats. | 
The Scales of Judicalure are ſeldom 28 l there is 
* Gal oy mating MAS fv le, 
| % is. fo as 9 oh 
Ihe two Dogs. 1 
bur own moderation will not ſecure us from difturbance, 
if we connelt vin/aves with 2 84 
* agpoſitions. 
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Death and Cupid. 

The young ſhould not aft, as tho" they were exempt from 
Death ; nor the ig forget th CORR: 
eries of Love. 1 
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The Mock-Bird. 
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Poſſeſs no one talent | 
F A B LB III. 
The Spectacles 

Our opinions of things are altogether as various, as tho 
each ſaw them thro" a different medium; our attach= 
ment td theſe opinions as fix d and firm, as tho' 
n en 
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The Red. breaſt and the Sparrow. | - 
755 T imitation — 
aner F 


WEE B 1 E II. 
The Diamond and the Glow worm. 
' That a ſtrong point of light, is as favourable to merit 


as it is deſtruſiue to impoſture. 
FABLE IV. 
. The Oſtrich and the Pelican. 


by make large a- 
FP &'BUE-R- | V. 
The Hounds in Couples. 
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FAB LE VI. 
The Miſer and the Mag- pie. 
Men are ſeldom found to condemn themſelves; 
than by the cenſures they paſs upon | pay > 
in other people. 
EAN 
The Senſitive Plant and the Thiſtle. 
That both a mild diſpoſition, and a vindictiue temper, 
generally meet with ſuitable returns. 
F AB L E VII. 
The Poet and the Death-watch. 


The fuggaſtions of vanity are as detufive as thoſe of 
ſuperſtiton, © | 


F AB L EX M. 
Pythagoras and the Critic. 
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fandard of our oum conceptions. 
F ABL E X. 
1 The Bear. | 
The rudengþ of cojulering reigina opinion, 6s the 
proper objett of ridicule Se 
F A B L E MX. 
Tue Stork and the Crow. | 
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EVA B:L E XI. 
Echo and the Owl. 
3 Per feclions to engroſs 
| the attention of all mankind. | | 
F AB L E XIII. 
Prometheus. 
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Momus. 
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ſn 22255 paſts prise malevalence of every 
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The Butterfly, the Snail, and the Bee. 
Fops may boaſt of their extenfive travels, but tis only 
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F A B 1 E XVI. 
The Tuberoſe and the Sun- flower. 
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a8 AU: 4.0 XVIL 
The Mag-pie and the Raven. | | 
The fp who prides half upon large acquaintance 
3 real friendſhip. 
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FA B LE XVIII. 
The Diamond and the Load-ſtone. 
That the greateſt merit Fan 
F AB L E XIX. 
The Boy and the Nettle. 
T here are certain perſons who require to be treated ra- 
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or delicacy. 

F AB LE XX. 
he Monſter in the Sun. | 
De to 
be found in the mind of the obſerver. * 
F ABB .L, Eͤ NI” 

| The diſcontented Bee. 

The pleaſures of life, were a ballancs for thi pains; did 
we not encrpaſe the latter, by eur own perogyene/s. 
FA B L E XXII. 

; The Snipe-Shooter, _. - // 

That we often miſs our point, by dividing oxvigtication, 
F A B L E XXIII. 

The Beggar and his Dog. 1 
The miſery of depending e e charity 
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The Sun and the Vapour. 


of © durable nature. 


F A B I. E xXxv. 
Love and Folly. 
* Tat ol hs die to Pen an ieee in the dive 
tion of our amours. , 
FA B L E XXVI. 
Ihe Eclipſe. 
The lee as great ore too ofen aa A f 
. nvidious offices of their mean dependents. 
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— he Boy and the Butterfly. 


An immoderate purſuit aalen . ewe 
r aka 
F A B L E XXVII. 

5 The Toad and the Ephemeron. | 
A lazy reliance on the antiquity of a fam wa 
1 One . 
FA B LE XXIX. 

hn Peacock. : -. | 

The ade and ceremony belongi ing to the great, are 
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F/ 20-0 E EK SICK. 
The Fly in St. Paul's Cupola. 
Never to eftimate things beyond our reach, by the nar- 
rom ſtandard of our own capacities. | 
FAS L* B+ KARE 
The Elin-tree and the Vine. 


People who pride themſelves upon their 2 


often ſlight aconomy, the ſole foundation 0 


F AB L. E XXXII. 
The Lauruſtinus and the Roſe. 
That friend is highly to be reſpefted at all times, whoſe 
| friendſhip is chiefly diſtinguiſhed in adverſuy. 
- 1:1 BFA *B LE” XXX 
The Senſitive Plant and the Palm: tre. 
Thit an exceſs of delicacy is to be conſidered rather as 
an infirmity, than at a virtue. 
| FRN WL XXXIV. 
The Tentyrites and the Ichneumon. 


On the facility of conquering many evils at firſt, which ich 
be? AR? 


being long neglefled become unſt 


FT A B IL. E XXXV. 
The Tulip and the Roſe. | 
External beauty will often captivate ; but "tis interna 
merit OE Wn | 
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"FAD EL K KXXVI. | 
The Wood-cock and the Mallard. 


A voracious appetite, and a for dainties, equal- 


ly take off our attention from more material concerns. 


F A B L. E XXXVII. 
The Trouts and the Gudgeon. 


A perſon can hardly be deemed too cautious, where the 


PO IH ATI, or fatal; 
F A B L E . XXXVIIL. 
The Stars and the Sky-rocket. 
The vul ar are captivated by the works. of art; but the 
loſopher admires the works of nature. 
/ F,.AB--L..E . XXXLE. 
The Farmer and his three Enemies. 
That, n 
and impudence are equal ag grauations. | 
| EE. 
The Snail and the Statue. 
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to its malice. 


F A B L E XII. 

The Water-fall. 
— will find reſources in economy, for 
the ok ag exertion of beneficence and hoſpitality. 
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The Oak and the Sycamore. 
That he who is puffed up with the leaſt gale of pr 
hy will as ſuddenly fink beneath the blaſts of mi 


F A B L E XIIII. 
The Wolf and the Shepherd's Dog. 
That common honeſty is a better , than what 
we often compliment with the name 0 heroiſm. 
FAB L E XIV. 
The Muſhroom and the Acorn. 


The man who values himſef too highly upon his birth, 
has ſeldom much claim to any other merit. 
F A B L E XIV. 
Wiſdom and Selfiſhneſs. 
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FABLE XIVI. 

The Toad and the Gold- fiſh. 

with innocenct 1s univ ally reſpecteu; 

malice added to deformity, as univerſally abhorred. 
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The goodneſs een apparent in his works, is 
a proper motive for our tranquillity amidſt every 
 Exertion of his power. 
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4 -+1=+£ TTH&-DOVE. - | 

The lov of liter, in well conflituted minds, holds a 
Place lultle inferiour to that of natural affetlion. 

ee: A. B: LE KAR. - 
The Nightingale and the Bull-fnch. 

E ts undoubtedly of the utmoſt advantage to real 
genius: yet, when put in competition. the funds of the 
one are limited; ang, of the other, 3 | 

T-ASE E 4: 
The Fighting:Cocks arid the Tarkey. 8 
© Litigious perſons rarely es r the * 1 with 
, the conſequence, of their mpetuaſuy. 
„„ Oc WA W L E K. 

The King-fiſher and the 1 8 

Men's 5 natural tember will beſt direft them to their pro. 
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5 8: B; AE, OP. 
The Spider and the Bee. © | 

That the candid reader will reap improvement, where = 
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